ANDY CARS 

of Llantwit Major 
and COWBRIDGE 
Private Hire Taxis 


Any Distance • Airports 
Contracts *4-8 Seats 

01446 796777 

Email: 

andrew.brownOl @ 
btconnect.com J 
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‘Town gridlock 
on Reindeer 
Sunday, a toxic 
mix for safety’ 


A COWBRIDGE 
resident claims the 
Reindeer Parade in 
Cowbridge on 
November 27 
caused gridlock 
and fears that 
unless steps are 
taken to organise 
things better, there 
could be a serious 
accident. 

The police said that 
they would be examin¬ 
ing the issues raised, to 
ensure there wasn’t a 
repeat in future years. 

The person, who does 
not want to be identified, 
also supplied pictures - 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


and one of them is fea¬ 
tured on page 4. 

The resident said: 
“The photos were taken 
at around 12 noon on 
Sunday, November 27, 
in Westgate, where the 
traffic came to a com¬ 
plete standstill - with 
some cars stuck for at 
least 15 minutes. 

“This was until a soli¬ 
tary policeman came and 
told people trying to 
come down the Llantwit 
Major road that the road 
was closed, and that they 
should turn left. 

“As you can see, cars 
were four abreast in the 



road as people were 
parking on either side of 
the high street and the 
Llantwit Major road.” 

The resident main¬ 
tained that this raised 
safety issues. 

“ I am extremely con¬ 
cerned that a tragedy 
will happen due to the 
mix of pedestrians 
forced to walk in the 
road with pushchairs and 
buggies, due to the vol¬ 
ume of cars parked on 
the pavements. 

“There was a toxic 
mix of pedestrians, 
cyclists, horse boxes and 
lorries - all at gridlock. 

“Vehicles passed each 
other up on the pave¬ 
ments - some only cen¬ 
timetres from my wall 
and centimetres from 
each other. 

“Many drivers got 
out of their vehicles and 
voices were raised.” 

The resident said that 
just before the traffic 
jam, a fire engine had 
made its way along the 
road, but once the cars 
had converged on the 
area that would have 


been impossible. 

“There would be no 
chance of an emergency 
vehicle getting through 
that gridlock of vehicles. 

“Why were people 
getting away with park¬ 
ing right on the road 
junction? They do this 
for the food festival as 
well. 

“The highway code 
states that you cannot 
park close to a road 
junction. 

“People attending the 
event just did not care 
where they left their 
vehicles.” 

The person said there 
had to be extra thought 
on parking in the town 
during big events. 

“I know the organis¬ 
ers do a fantastic job, but 
I don’t think the mes¬ 
sage is getting out about 
where to park safely for 
the reindeer event. 

“Perhaps parking 
could have been pre¬ 
vented on both sides of 
the road by yellow 
police bollards being put 
down one side of each 
road.” 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 



Jackie Pitman of The Bear Hotel receives the defibrillator from Gerard Rothwell, the chief 
instructor from the NHS Ambulance Trust Public Access Defibrillator Scheme in south Wales. 

LOCAL HOTEL KEEPS 
LIFE-SAVING DEVICE 
FOR COWBRIDGE 


AFTER almost 
three years since 
the idea was sug¬ 
gested, Cowbridge 
finally has a public 
access defibrillator, 

The potentially life¬ 
saving device will be 
available from the Bear 
Hotel, and the Mayor of 
Cowbridge with 

Llanblethian, Coun 
Andy Banks, was 
delighted to see arrange¬ 
ments completed, and 
marked with a presenta¬ 
tion. 

Having a defibrillator 
on hand in the High 
Street has been dear to 
Coun Banks’ heart for 
quite some time. 

As a former Fire¬ 


fighter, he is only too 
well aware of how 
important a device such 
as a defibrillator can be 
if someone suffers a 
heart problem. 

He told the GEM: “At 
last, Cowbridge has got a 
public access defibrilla¬ 
tor. It’s located at the 
reception of The Bear 
Hotel for any member of 
the general public to use 
in case of an emergency 
- such as a sudden col¬ 
lapse or a cardiac arrest. 

“If you’ve done a first 
aid course recently, 
you’ll know how easy 
and foolproof they are to 
use, and how important 
rapid defibrillation is on 
these occasions. 

“It can make a huge 


difference to somebody’s use a defibrillator in a 
chances of survival, and critical situation, but the 
that’s why several mem- problem was that there 
bers of The Bear’s staff wa sn’t one readily avail- 


have now been trained to 
help someone in this sit¬ 
uation. 

Coun Banks, said: 
“It’s been about three 
years since it was sug¬ 
gested that Cowbridge 
should get a defibrillator, 
and there have been an 
awful lot of false starts 
and broken promises 
before we’ve finally 
achieved our goal. 

“A big thank you goes 
to Julian Hitchcock and 
the staff at The Bear, for 
allowing it to be located 
there. There are probably 
lots of people out on the 
High Street who could 


able.” 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 


Christmas Party 
Four Course Menu 

Bookings being taken 
Excellent value £18.50 
Home Produced Cuisine 
New Year’s Eve Party 
Bookings being taken £7.00 
Dance Music * Hot Buffet 

CROSS INN 

Llanblethian, Cowbridge 

01446 772995 

www. crossinn 
cowbridge.com 

We are easy to find: Travel to 
end of High Street, take the 
B2470 Llantwit Major Road. 
We are 400m on the left. 


MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
. VEKA member is recommended 


by Steve Davis 


0% FINANCE 


Services we carry out: ■ 

• Servicing of vehicles V 

in or out of warranty ^ _ _ 

• MoT’s 

• Full Land Rover & snap-on diagnostics 

• Engine repairs & replacement 

• Clutches & gearboxes 

• Timing belt replacement 

• Welding • Brakes & Exhausts 

• Tyres & puncture repairs 

WE OPERATE A COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
SERVICE IN LOCAL AND SURROUNDING AREAS. 
Please phone or pop in for a quote 


Don’t forget to 
book in for a Winter 
^j k vehicle check 

A FED UP OF PAYING HIGH PETROL COSTS? 

WHY NOT HAVE AN LPG CONVERSION BY US. 

H 01446 773768 

email:vale4x4@btconnect.com 


Bevelled Front Doors £499 

IF ORDERED IN DECEMBER 

Window and Door Repair Service 
Available 7 Days 
6 Windows Fitted from £1,495 
Composite Doors Fitted from £795 
French Doors from £795 
Conservatories from £3495 
Garage Conversions from £4500 



0 #1 IthelbusjneSscentre 

I ^■ p—l flexible -irvc^i 


CfCtA r\6i Al office 

this Christmas 

Flexible serviced office space 
with a TREE on site Gym. cafe 
and relating break out areas tot 
just Ode monthly fee. 


gE§ Bg|g 


Irens.'.! | 


CARDIFF SHOWROOM 

NOW OPEN 

Unit 2, Leckwith Road, Cardiff CFI I 8AP 


FREE BLINDS - FREE TV’S - FREE PLAYSTATIONS 


GEE)! 


I MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 
1 01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

www.mpnwindows E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Showroom at: I Oa Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3 I 3HL 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 



Tel: 0800 634 9920 


nnquin«t)il{h»buiinviiHntnionlinN.co.ul( 

w w.T he Bus in ess Centre Online.co.i 
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SANTA LIGHTS 
UP RAINBOWS 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 




T HE Llantwit 
Major 
Rainbows, 
Brownies and 
Guides would like 
to thank everyone 
who attended their 
Christmas fair on 
Saturday, 

November 26 at the 
Llantonian Hall. 

The children were 
especially pleased by the 
visit from Father 
Christmas and they are 
all now eagerly awaiting 
his arrival on Christmas 
Eve. 

Santa said that he was 


Scouts’ Christmas 
post deadline... 

T HE Scouts’ Christmas post in 

Cowbridge is now being sorted and 
the last posting date has passed. 

This year, the number of cards has increased. 
Thank you to everyone who uses it. 

Unfortunately, there are over 100 cars which we 
are unable to deliver because they are out of our 
delivery area. 

These include Pontyclun, Bridgend, Porthcawl, 
Caerphilly, Abergavenny, Glouceser and even 
Liverpool. 

If the people who posted these would like to 
contact me, they can collect them from the Scout 
Hall 

David Weber 
Unit assistant 

LOCATION OF 
CREMATORIUM? 


O H dear, 
Jeremy 
Clarkson 

should be setting up 
a firing squad for 
one GEM reporter! 

A big story last week 
‘New crematorium is 
officially opened’ and I 
read it three times to 
check that I had not 
missed something - but 
despite all the detail that 
was published, the most 
important item was 
missing - where is it? 
The Vale is a substan¬ 


tial area and the story 
should have included its 
location. 

Michael Smith, 
Llantwit Major. 
FOOTNOTE: Oops, 
point taken! It is, of 
course, at Port Road 
East, Barry and has fea¬ 
tured in numerous previ¬ 
ous reports in The GEM. 

Mind you, we think it is 
Jeremy Clarkson who 
should be worrying 
about a firing squad, 
given his recent public 
utterances! 


Get in touch with us at: 

gemeditorial @ tindlenews. co. uk 


We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. LETTERS 
AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESS AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE 

NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep 
your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


sure that he would be 
able to get most things 
on their Christmas lists. 

We would also like to 
thank members of the 
Trefoil Guild for helping 
on the day by manning 
the stalls and serving tea 
and coffee. All the pro¬ 
ceeds will go towards 
the renovation of the 
Guide Hut. 

We are always look¬ 
ing for volunteers, so if 
any readers would like 
the chance to have fun, 
make friends and learn 
new skills, telephone 
01446 795076. 

Jan Smith 
Llantwit Major 


Town’s Rotary Fireworks 
Fiesta: ‘we have always 
thanked our sponsors’ 


W E at the Barry 
Rotary Club 
pride ourselves 
on the principle of service 
to, and the avoidance of, 
confrontation with our fel¬ 
lows in the Barry commu¬ 
nity. 

That being said, we entirely 
refute the erroneous and inac¬ 
curate comments made by 
Councillor Stenstrom in his 
letter last week regarding our 
annual Fireworks Fiesta. 


In particular, we have - 
without fail - over the years, 
made it our business to grate¬ 
fully acknowledge the finan¬ 
cial assistance of our spon¬ 
sors. 

In February, we responded 
to an invitation by Barry 
Town Council to apply for 
grant assistance towards the 
event. 

It transpired that the coun¬ 
cil were unable to assist. So be 
it - we still feel that despite 
this and through the generosi¬ 


ty of others we have previous¬ 
ly acknowledged, we were 
able to stage one of our most 
spectacular and enjoyable dis¬ 
plays, without charging any 
admission fee. 

We would like to record 
our gratitude to the public for 
their generous response to our 
appeal for donations. 

Carl Kerr, 

Chairman, fireworks commit¬ 
tee and Hon. Secretary of 
Barry Rotary Club 


SHOW THE VALE 
YOUR TALENT! 


F irst of an, 

thank you to 
all your read¬ 
ers who got in 
touch after my pre¬ 
vious letter to The 
GEM - last week 
the Tuppenny 
Theatre Company 
was born! 

We had a fair amount 
of interest, but still need 
more younger members 
in their 20s/30s/40s - 
and a lot more men! 

You don’t need to 
have experience, just a 


willingness to take part 
and learn. I want to give 
people who never 
thought they could act, 
the chance to learn in a 
non-judgemental envi¬ 
ronment! 

Come out of your 
shells and show the Vale 
what you can achieve! 

You can contact me 
on 07890 463955 or 
01446 750295, or at 
hamishhamilton @ msn. co 
m. 

Hamish Hamilton, 
Tuppenny Theatre 
Company. 


‘Drop-in centre 
does fantastic 
job in Barry’ 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


Wizard performance! 

L AST week we attended an excellent 
performance of Bryn Hafren 
School’s production of the Wizard 
of Oz at Barry Memorial Hall. We should 
like to congratulate all those involved 
and to thank them for an enjoyable 
evening. 

Couns Janice Charles and Katherine Kemp 

Dog fouling: an 
absolute disaster 

work. Most disturbingly, 
children who get off 
buses and others who 
walk along here, are 
stepping into the road to 
avoid the mess, which 
could result in serious 
injury or a fatality. 

Perhaps through The 
GEM, police could con¬ 
firm that they could be 
summoned if a dog 
owner committing an 
offence is reprimanded 
by a member of the pub¬ 
lic 

Also, the position 
should someone effect a 
citizen’s arrest; in the 
unlikely event of actual¬ 
ly catching an offender. 
(Name and address 
supplied) 


1 AM writing this 
letter in support 
of the drop-in 
centre, formerly at 
Dunlin Court, but 
now in place at the 
Castleland 
Community Centre. 

I have nothing but 
praise for everyone on 
the DIC team - and they 
are all volunteers, 
including Eileen Moore, 
manager of the DIC. 

The events and activi¬ 
ties they put on for the 
community are fantastic. 
An after-school club is 
held on a Friday night, 
again run by volunteers. 
It keeps the children 
entertained and off the 
streets. 

My grandchildren 
attend every event and 
activity the DIC organis¬ 
es. 

I have helped out by 


volunteering on the Fun 
Day that is held on the 
last Saturday in August 
every year, and various 
other events. 

The DIC staff are all 
really helpful and friend¬ 
ly- 

Christmas is a fun 
time for all on 
Thompson Street estate, 
with a Christmas carol 
concert and a Christmas 
meal for the elderly. 

The carol concert 
comes complete with a 
Santa, who gives the 
children on the estate a 
present. 

Once again, I would 
like to praise all at the 
DIC for doing such a 
fantastic job all year 
round. 

I hope they get every¬ 
one’s support in order to 
carry on with what they 
want to achieve. 

Y Turner, 

Barry. 


F urther to 

letters on dog 
fouling 

recently, and refer¬ 
ences to Broadway, 
Cowbridge - good 
luck to anyone 
walking from the 
junction of 
Broadway/St Athan 
Road to Ysgol Iolo 
Morganwg. 

Outside mine and my 
neighbour’s home at the 
beginning of Broadway, 
is an absolute disaster - 
with at least six deposits, 
which increase towards 
the school. 

My children and I 
have to walk past this 
each morning and after¬ 
noon to/from school and 


An open invite 
to GEM readers 


1 WOULD like to 
remind GEM 
readers about 
the open Christmas 
event being held at 
Art Central Gallery 
on Thursday, 
December 15, from 
7pm-9pm - to cele¬ 
brate another suc¬ 
cessful year of talks 
and exhibitions. 

For those who do not 
know, Art Central 
Friends is a voluntary 
organisation which 
exists to support the Art 
Central Gallery at the 
Old Town Hall on King 
Square, Barry. 


We organise talks 
which support current 
exhibitions and we 
would certainly welcome 
new members 

This event is open to 
everyone living in the 
Vale and beyond, who 
may be interested to 
come and see the new 
exhibition by Vale of 
Glamorgan Artists 
(VOGA) and hear them 
talk about their work and 
answer questions. 

Drinks and festive 
nibbles will be available 
to aid conviviality. 
Monika Jones 
Barry 


‘Library service 
will be restored’ 


1 WAS interested 
in the letter by 
one of your cor¬ 
respondents agree¬ 
ing with my col¬ 
league Coun 
Curtis’s comments 
about the unaccept¬ 
able cuts to the 
mobile library serv¬ 
ice imposed by the 
Vale Council’s Tory 
cabinet. 

I am pleased that this 
has been supported and 
just for the record, I 
would confirm that if 
Labour takes control of 
the Vale Council after 
the next elections in 
May 2012, we will 
indeed be reviewing and 
reinstating the provision 
of a mobile library serv¬ 


ice. 

The correspondent 
calls for the cabinet to 
be abolished, but as this 
would not be easily 
achieved without a very 
long legal process, I will 
also confirm that if the 
Vale Council is Labour- 
controlled, we would 
also be cutting the size 
of the Council cabinet 
by 30 per cent, making 
savings of around 
£52,000. 

That saving should go 
some way to helping to 
pay for the reinstated 
service, along with other 
services that need pro¬ 
tecting. 

Coun Neil Moore, Vale 
County Borough 
Council 

(Leader, Labour Group, 
and councillor for the 
Cadoc ward) 


‘SSAFA IS THERE 
TO HELP YOU’ 


W: 


ITH 

thoughts 
of 

Remembrance still 
in our minds, now 
is a good time for 
those who have 
served in our mili¬ 
tary to remind 
themselves that 
help is there if they 
need it. 

There are probably 
many people reading this 
who are struggling and 
don’t realise the level of 
support available to 
them through SSAFA 
(Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen and Families 
Association) Forces 
Help. 

Some may not think 
that they are eligible for 
the support, or don’t like 
the idea of turning to a 
charity for help. 

However, it only 
takes one day of service 
to access our help and 
that includes direct 


dependants, as well as 
those who undertook 
military service. 

There may be some 
people who do not like 
to accept charitable help, 
but the truth is that those 
who served in our armed 
forces have earned the 
help. 

SSAFA has five vol¬ 
unteers in the Bridgend 
area. All are trained to 
provide assistance with a 
range of problems, 
including mobility scoot¬ 
ers, home adaptations, 
training and housing. 

Rather than suffer 
alone, I would ask any¬ 
one who has served and 
feels that SSAFA can be 
of assistance to them by 
calling 01656 785435. 

Help is there waiting 
for you. You have earned 
it. 

Dave Davies 
Secretary 
SSAF Forces Help 
Bridgend 


Thank you to Filco’ 

1 WOULD like to express my apprecia¬ 
tion to the management and staff at 
Filco for all their hard work in keep¬ 
ing the store open during the recent 
extensive work at Llantwit. 

Merry Christmas to you all and a pros¬ 
perous New Year. 

Margaret Morgan, 

Llantwit Major. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 



(UNTIL DECEMBER 15) 


The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along the 

coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 

Barry, the high point will be 20 - 

- 25 minutes later. 

DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

08 Thur 

04.44 

8.8 

17.05 

8.9 

09 Fri 

05.20 

9.1 

17.43 

9.2 

10 Sat 

06.02 

9.4 

18.21 

9.3 

11 Sun 

06.35 

9.4 

18.57 

9.4 

12 Mon 

07.12 

9.6 

19.31 

9.5 

13 Tues 

07.47 

9.7 

20.09 

9.4 

14 Wed 

08.26 

9.6 

20.48 

9.3 

15 Thur 

09.08 

9.5 

21.31 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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LEFT: 
Emma 
Gooding 
with two 
children 
from a 
Nicaraguan 
barrio. 


A Cowbridge girl 
adapts to life in the 
slums of Nicaragua 


GEM READERS may 
remember that earlier 
this year, we carried a 
number of articles on 
Emma Gooding - a 
Cowbridge student who 
was going to spend 
time in Nicaragua, 
working in a deprived 
area of the country. 

She will be there for 
10 months, and is living 
with a local family. A 
particular aspect of her 
time there will be work¬ 
ing with women who are 
trapped in a life of work¬ 
ing as a prostitute. 

She is also teaching 
English in a local school. 

Emma said: “My 
Nicaraguan ‘mum ’ is 
called Zernovia, and my 
Nicaraguan ‘dad’ is 
called Julio. 

“They have three chil¬ 
dren. The eldest is 
Mildred, who is married 
and lives in Managua. 
Her son Gerard lives 
here with his grandpar¬ 
ents and is eight. 

“Their next daughter 
is Marjorie, who is 23 
and lives here with her 
husband Gerardo. 

“Finally, my hosts 
have a son, Julito, and he 
is 22. They are all really 
welcoming and friendly 
and Marjorie has a lot of 
friends in the church. 

“The church is called 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

Iglesia Renovacion 
Nazarena and it celebrat¬ 
ed its fifth anniversary 
last week. It is an awe¬ 
some church that is 
growing and bearing 
amazing fruit. ” 

Emma has now been 
in Nicaragua for two 
months, and this is an 
edited extract from her 
report home... 

1 CANNOT believe 
that I have been 
here for two 
months - time seems 
to be flying by! 

As some of you will 
know, this month has 
mainly been charac¬ 
terised by rain, and by 
rain I don’t mean the 
drizzle that we get on 
almost a daily basis in 
Wales. 

I mean proper rain - 
the kind that causes huge 
flooding and houses to 
be destroyed. After two 
weeks non-stop rain 
(people don’t leave the 
house here when it’s 
raining!) the sun is shin¬ 
ing in Nicaragua. 

We went to the poor¬ 
est barrios to give the 
kids dry clothes, which 
was fun! ( See photo¬ 


graph). This month, I 
started up two new 
Sunday schools - one 
for the kids in a really 
poor district nearby 
called the Cubredita, and 
the other for the kids 
who live close to the 
house. 

These have been so 
much fun! I am really 
falling in love with these 
kids and excited that I 
get to work with them 
for eight more months. 

We continue to go to 
the parks to chat to the 
women, and I feel like I 
know them quite well, 
which is cool! 

Unfortunately, one 
who left prostitution 
more than a year ago has 
split up with her partner 
and has gone back to 
working in the parks. 

We all feel really 
upset about this but are 
obviously continuing to 
work with her and her 
family. Please pray for 
her! 

I have just set up a 
new cell group, which is 
for the teenage daughters 
of the women we work 
with and it is so much 
fun! Definitely one of 
my highlights of the 
week every week! 

There are about 12 
girls aged between 12-17 
ish and every week we 
are going to do a differ¬ 
ent activity with them 
and have a Bible study. 
We are also going to 
look for people to sup¬ 
port these girls in their 
education. 

The English classes 
are continuing to go well 
and I am loving going to 
the school (where I teach 
three classes twice a 
week). The adult classes 
are also going well. 

The church is cool, 
too! The church services 
are really challenging 
and passionate and I 
love being a part of it. 

My only complaint is 
the amount of oil they 
use in their cooking 
(they even deep fry 
eggs!) 

What has touched my 
heart the most? 

There is a family who 
live in a slum nearby 
(the Cubredita) Milagro 
(15) Ibana (nearly 14) 
and Jesus (12) and they 
have had years of abuse 
from their father and are 
so shy! 

They are scared to 
talk, but they’ve slowly 
started to talk to me 
more and more. 


Colwinston helps 
shoebox appeal 

COLWINSTON once again supported the 
annual Christmas Child shoebox appeal 
by making up 116 boxes at the village hall. 

This was made possible by donations of goods 
from the members of the WI, Brownies, Col winston 
Players, the village hall committee and many vil¬ 
lagers. 

The boxes have now been taken to the checking 
and distribution warehouse in Pontyclun where they 
will be sent to children in eastern Europe and Africa, 
many of whom are in orphanages and this will be 
their only gift all year. 

A big thank you goes to Julie Lloyd, who organ¬ 
ised and co-ordinated this for Colwinston. KJ 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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Santa and his trusty elf Nick 
wow the pupils of Bont Faen 


THE traditional first 
Saturday of December 
Christmas fayre at Y 
Bont Faen school 
was rescheduled this 
year - as there was 
rumour of a very 
popular rugby team 
playing Australia on 
the same day and we 
did not want them to 
lose any of their sup¬ 
porters. 

It was a beautiful day 
on Saturday and many of 
our youngsters dragged 
their parents and grand¬ 
parents to the Y Bont 
Faen Christmas fayre for 
the first sighting of Santa 
this side of the North 
Pole this year. 

Santa landed with his 
sleigh and his trusty elf 
Nick right inside the 
nursery! It was a lovely 
sight to behold - Santa’s 
sleigh and bags of pres¬ 
ents for all those eager 
children desperate to see 
him. 

There were lots of 
things to do and many 
lovely gifts to chose. The 
children enjoyed lolly 
decorating, antler making 
and various other stalls 
whilst the grown ups 
once again queued for 
the now famous bacon 
butties cooked only by 
fathers. 

The children were 
once again treated to the 
delights of face painting 
by the ever popular Amy 
Dowling who turned 
everyone into fairies and 
sprigs of holly in a jiff! 
She works so fast I’m 
sure that she is magic. 

The children were so 
good as they waited 
patiently for their turn 
and none was disappoint¬ 
ed! The mothers and 
teachers had once agin 
turned their hand to mak¬ 
ing willow wreaths and 
cakes which sold well. 

As we were a week 


early this year, we decid¬ 
ed to sell the popular 
Christmas trees either by 
reserving on the day or 
by inviting everyone to 
purchase them from 
school on our special 
viewing day on 
December 2 at 3pm-7pm. 

Headteacher Mr 
Griffiths sat with an 
enormous bear, donated 
by Truely Scrumptious, 
selling raffle tickets for 
the whole of the morn¬ 
ing. 

The funds generated 
will be donated to the 
school - thank you for 
supporting us and buying 
the raffle tickets. 

The eco council’s 
recycled note books were 
a new initiative this year 
and for those of you who 
missed this fabulous 50p 
bargain, you will be 
pleased to note that the 
remaining books will be 
on sale in school shortly. 

New treasurer, Felicity 
had a long job counting 
all the money after the 
fayre as the net profit was 
£1,400. 

Thanks to Hazel 
Gambling for again 
organising the fayre (for 
her last time) and to 
Leona Thomas for volun¬ 
teering to shadow Hazel 
with the intention of run¬ 
ning the show solo next 
year - we hope that we 
did not put you off and 
that you had fun doing 
this. 

Our thanks, as always, 
to everyone who con¬ 
tributed by donating, 
sponsoring, by manning 
stalls, by making things 
and of course for coming 
along and buying them 
back. 

Thank you from The Y 
Bontfaen Family! 

Diolch! Nadolig Llawen! 

JM 



A LOCAL FARM 
GROWS ITS OWN 

(moustaches!) 



Cowbridge Monday Club 

annual report for 2011 


THE MONDAY Club has been 
running now for more than 30 
years; held on the second 
Monday of each month from 
7:30pm, usually in the hall of 
Ramoth United Free Church, 
the Broadshoard, Cowbridge. 

This is a social gathering for adults 
and those over 16 years with learning 
disabilities, and we are affiliated to 
Mencap. 

This last year has been another busy 
and eventful time for the club. We 
have had evenings involving intrigu¬ 
ing crafts and games, and the Cardiff 
Lady Morris Dancers came to get us 
up off our seats. 

For the tasty Harvest Supper 
evening, local child ‘star’ Nia Brown 
encouraged us to join in songs we all 
know, whilst the Rev Heather Weddle, 
minister of Ramoth, entertained us 
with word play. 

We have had ten-pin bowling 
evenings, fish and chip suppers at 
Barry Island, visiting the animals in 
the Amelia Trust Farm and a walka¬ 
bout quiz in Llantwit Major (organised 
by the local Lions group) with supper 
at the beach cafe. 

In March, the excellent annual din¬ 
ner in the Bear Hotel was followed by 
lively singing from Half Tidy, and in 
June our coach outing to Tintern 


Abbey and Symonds Yat ensured a 
good mix of sunshine and showers, 
super food and lively company. 

We have our Christmas party, plus a 
magician, coming soon, and a coach 
has been organised for December 28 to 
take a group to Cinderella in 
Porthcawl. There are still some places 
available for this should anyone wish 
to join in, with transport provided 
from Cowbridge. 

We could not function without the 
continuing support of various local 
organisations, especially the 
Cowbridge and Llantwit Major Lions 
who provide valuable transportation, 
and we are truly grateful. 

Over the year, two of our regular 
members have been in hospital, but, 
happily, both are recovering well. We 
have lost a couple of members from 
the club, and also volunteers. 

However, we have also gained 
some volunteers and some younger 
members - and it’s lovely to see peo¬ 
ple settling in so enthusiastically. 

We are always glad to have new 
members, and more volunteer helpers, 
so if anyone knows someone who 
might like to join in our activities 
please contact me on 01446 773373, 
or Ann Roach on 01446 781309. 

BETTY ALDEN 


John Homfray and his team, with the results 
of a month’s moustache growing. 

WHEN he returned from holiday at the 
end of October, John Homfray, the owner 
of Penllyn Estate Farm, was told that 
everyone - including himself - had been 
signed up to the ‘Movember’ moustache 
growing extravaganza in aid of the 
Prostate Cancer charity. 

After a full month of serious growing, he and 
his 15 colleagues had various things on their 
upper lips, and the mostly unsightly results were 
hastily removed on December 1. 

Hopefully, they will have raised a lot of money 
for prostate cancer research. 

There is still time to donate and to contribute; 
visit www.uk.movember.com and look for ‘The 
Penllyn Estate Mo’s’. 


Your local quality care home 

Milsom House 


Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 


Manager Gillian Allison 

Telephone 01446 750166 

www.milsomhouse.co.uk 
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THE ROAD TO NOWHERE! 



LEFT: 

The road to 
nowhere - 
tempers 
frayed in 
Cowbridge on 
the day of the 
Reindeer 
Parade as 
motorists 
found them¬ 
selves at 
gridlock. 


Gridlock: town was a 
victim of its own success 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 
The person added: 
“I know road closures 
are costly but I would 
be in favour of a prop¬ 
er complete road clo¬ 
sure for a specified 
time for safety reasons. 
“The existing 


arrangements seemed 
to be a bit too informal 
and people did not 
seem to know that the 
road was closed. 

“There was no sig¬ 
nage and no barriers to 
show that the road was 
closed. What price the 
cost of a life? Nobody 


Device could 
save lives 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

Coun Banks added:“There is now, and hopefully 
we’ll be having another free training session soon 
for people who want to hone up their life-saving 
skills in cardio-pulmonary resuscitation and defib¬ 
rillation, if there is enough demand. 

“If you’re interested, drop me a line at the town 
hall. It’s not just about strangers collapsed on the 
pavement, who you’ll never see again. 

“Remember that the next life that someone saves 
could be yours or one of your loved ones.” 


wants a tragedy to 
happen.” 

A spokesman for 
Cowbridge Chamber 
of Trade explained that 
the organisation of the 
event had done every¬ 
thing that had been 
requested by the police 
and Vale Council high¬ 
ways department, but 
that the event had been 
a victim of its own suc¬ 
cess. 

He said: “It is diffi¬ 
cult to predict the vol¬ 
ume of people that will 
attend and because of 
the weather the num¬ 
bers were exceptional 
this year. 

“A road closure was in 
force for the parade 
and it was well publi¬ 
cised in advance.” 

Inspector Mark 

Taylor of Cowbridge 


Police station said the 
police would work with 
local organisations to 
ensure that similar 
problems did not arise 
in the future: “The fine 
weather ensured that it 
was a very enjoyable 
family day which 
attracted a large 
crowd. 

“The success of the 
event increased the 
volume of traffic to the 
area which did cause 
some congestion and 
parking problems. 

“We are aware of 
these issues and we will 
be working closely 
with our partners and 
the organisers to try 
and prevent them from 
happening in future 
years.” 


LLANSANNOR PUPILS 
IN VIKING SEA BATTLE 


RECENTLY, the 
pupils from year-6 
in Llansannor 
Church in Wales 
Primary School re¬ 
enacted a Viking 
battle at sea. 

Each member of the 
class performed their 
part in full costume, 
which they researched 
and made at home. 

The two battle ships 
were made as part of 
an ongoing project. 

The children 
researched, designed 
and made these huge 
ships in class, making 
lots of mess with lots of 
laughter! 

The whole school 
came out to watch and 
the atmosphere was 
generated by the excel¬ 
lent year-3 accompani¬ 
ment of ‘A Stormy Sea’ 
and anticipation of the 
battle. 

The children thor¬ 
oughly engaged them¬ 
selves in the whole 
project and particular¬ 
ly revelled in the explo¬ 
sive ending! 

The pupils thorough¬ 
ly enjoyed the term’s 
work and celebrated 
their battle with a 
Viking banquet. 

AP 


ALL ABOARD 



Bridge results 


OLD Hall Bridge 
Club results last 
month were as fol¬ 
lows: 

November 2 - First, 
Beth and Phil Forbes, 
second Terry Reilly and 
John Raymond; 

November 9 - Joint 
first, Vida Halford and 
Connie Clancy, and 
Gordon Berrey and 
David Wright; 

November 16 - 


Children in Need 
simultaneous pairs - 

First, Barbara 

Easterbrook and 

Margaret Bancroft; joint 
second, Sue and Graham 
Norris, and Muriel 
Maslin and Margaret 
Williams; 

November 23 - First, 
Sara Bartlett and Ian 
Dunglinson; second, 
Pam Higgs and Brenda 
Grove. 
SB 


The GEM 
is now on 
Facebook - 
find us at 
www.face¬ 
book. com/g 
emnews 


One 1 listoric Garden 

Bryngarw House and Country Park 






A Victorian Christmas 


18 Di rr 


e cumber 


10am - 5pm 


traditional fairground rides, stalls and barrel organ 
festive Chrutrrus music 
Victorian entertainers and storytellers 
a special visit from Father Christmas from 
11.15am-M 5pm 
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Carol singing is open to ail on Friday —‘ 

18 December at 7 30pm accompan-ed by a brass / ^ 
group and includes complimentary mulled wine / f ; 
and mince pies. Please bring I 

a torch with you. I 

Please wear appropriate footwear during \ 

the weekend as some a^jvties will take place \ 
on the lawn. ^ M 

Don't mis* out on a JjrV.tt wrflcrnnS^cat Fi 
for the whole family to enjoy! I 





CX* to tbit being an outdoor event H is weather dependent. 

We advise you contact Bryngarw House on 01656 729009 prior to starting your journey. 

Tel: 01656 725155 | Email: bryngarwpark@brKJg«nd.gov,uk 
www.bryngarwhouse.co.uk 


Bryr^garw House and Country Park, Brynmenyn. Bridgend CF32 8UU 
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Shock as 
injured dog 
is dumped 
with a 
broken jaw 


RIGHT: The Staffordshire bull 
terrier receives medical attention. 


A STAFFORDSHIRE bull terrier, left 
with a jaw which was broken in two 
places, must have experienced a “consid¬ 
erable force” to sustain such an injury, 
vets have said. 

The two-year-old dog was found inside the 
covered drain on Castleland Street, Barry, at 
around 11.30pm last Wednesday (November 30). 

Neighbours who heard the dog’s cries had to 
use a crowbar to lift the cover on the drain to free 
the sodden animal. 


COMMUNITY NEWS 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


A VERY successful 
Christmas fayre 
was held on 
November 26 at the 
Church Hall St 
Brides Major, 
together with the 
tea and chat morn¬ 
ing. 

ST BRIDES Major 
branch of the Mothers 
Union held their monthly 
Eucharist at All Saints 
Church Southerndown 
on November 25, which 
was well attended. The 
Christmas lunch was dis¬ 
cussed and will be held 
on December 13, and the 
last Eucharist for 2011 
will be held at All Saints 
Church on December 23. 
A MEETING of the St 
Brides Major Community 
Council was held at All 
Saints Southerndown on 
November 14. The local 
constable PC C Malone 
and four members of the 
public attended. 

PC Malone reported 
that three offences had 
occurred over the last 
month. One each in St 
Brides Major, 

Southerndown and 
Ogmore-by-Sea. Three 
males were arrested in 
Ogmore-by-Sea and one 
in St Brides Major. 

A DATE is to be 
arranged with Jane 
Hutt and land owners 
to discuss interest 
shown in allotments for 
the area. 

IT WAS decided to sus¬ 
pend the sale of the toilet 
block in Ogmore-by-Sea 
until further discussion 
with the village hall asso¬ 
ciation before the end of 
the financial year. 

A LETTER IS to be sent 
to The Duchy of 
Lancaster, re the condi¬ 
tion and clearance of the 
overgrowth surrounding 
Pitcot Pool, St Brides 
Major. Awaiting response 
from request re 

Community Action self 
help Christmas grants. 
AT A recent meeting 
with the Vale Council, 
presentations were 
made re the Vale 
Scheme of delegation 


relating to planning 
matters, also retrospec¬ 
tive planning applica¬ 
tions and enforcement. 

LOCAL Development 
Plan (LDP) is to go out 
for consultation in 
January. On approval by 
te Welsh Government, 
the LDP will replace the 
Unitary Develpment Plan 
(UDP) which will be 
subject to a periodic 
review. 

PLANNING: 
Reduce sustainable 
development condition 
codes, already improved 
from level four to level 
three on Pant-y-Groes 
Wick Road, St Brides 
Major. Install conserva¬ 
tory to existing balcony 
on rear elevation at 8 
Heol-y-Ysgol St Brides 
Major. Demolish existing 
single storey extension 
and construct a two 
storey extension and 
dormer windows at Rose 
Cottage, Herol-y- 

Mynydd, Southerndown. 
Refusals - 

Demolition and rede¬ 
velopment for residen¬ 
tial development at 
Residential Centre, 
Hazelwood, Ogmore- 
by-Sea. Proposed three 
new one bedroom 
apartments with cov¬ 
ered parking and diver¬ 
sion of public footpath. 
The Old Post Office, 
Ewenny Road, St 
Brides Major. The 
appeal was dismissed 
by the Welsh 
Government planning 
inspector on August 25. 
DISCUSSED under any 
other business: Condition 
of road at Heol-y-Slough, 
St Brides Major (now 
attended to). 

DAMAGE to Penylan 
Road (Southerndown end 
at Bull Hill). Refuse bin 
inside bus shelter, 
Southerndown Road, St 
Brides Major - a health 
issue. Steps leading from 
Playground area onto 
footpath unsuitable for 
purpose. Alterations 
recently made access for 
the disabled and wheel¬ 
chairs and pushchairs 
impossible. 
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She was then taken to Maesglas Vets in 
Bridgend for emergency treatment. 

Despite initially being fed by syringe, the dog is 
struggling to eat liquidised food. She is facing six 
weeks of rehabilitation before vets are able to 
rule out the need for an operation. 

Vet Candice Cadwallader said: “She has bro¬ 
ken her right mandible; the back part of her 
right lower jaw. We tend to see broken jaws more 
often in smaller animals. 

“She’s had some sort of trauma. It would have 
had to be a considerable force to break the jaw of 
a Staffie.” 

Despite her obvious suffering, the dog is man¬ 
aging to eat and is bright and friendly. 

“It’s going to be a long haul until her jaw is 
healed,” added Candice. “There’s no guarantee 
that it’s going to sort itself out.” 

The dog was wearing a black leather collar 
with brass-type square studs. 

Vale Council dog warden, Caroline Cowan, is 
appealing to anyone who saw ho w the dog came 
to be in the drain, or anyone with the animal, to 
contact the council or the RSPCA. 

She said: “The people who found her saw two 
men walking up Kingsland Street, near the Track 
2000 building, with a dog on a lead. 

“It’s such a brutal injury. She must have been 
in a lot of pain. She will need intensive recupera¬ 
tion. 

“We are appealing for information about how 
this dog became injured. We don’t usually see 
this kind of injury to animals in the Vale.” 

Anyone with information is asked to contact the 
Vale Council dog warden on 01446 700111 or the 
RSPCA cruelty line on 03001234 999. 


Personal vew of 
Port Sunlight 


THE president of Y 
Bont Faen WI 
introduced our 
speaker, Pam 
Robson, who gave 
a very informative 
talk and slide show, 
with the aid of her 
husband Percy on 
William Lever and 
Port Sunlight. 

The fact that Pam 
lived in Port Sunlight 
for a period of time 
meant she was able to 
give us a very personal 
view - definitely some¬ 
where we will have to 
visit when we are in the 
area! 

This was followed by 
our business meeting, 
when we reviewed the 
Federation newsletter 


and made plans for 
attending the various 
events in the next few 
weeks and 2012. 

Members were asked 
to consider volunteering 
for the committee at our 
annual meeting in 
January. Arrangements 
were made for our 
Christmas meal and 
party. Tickets were dis¬ 
tributed for the 
Federation carol service. 

The evening was con¬ 
cluded with light 
refreshments, enabling 
members to enjoy their 
‘social time’. The next 
meeting will be on 
Thursday, December 15, 
at 8pm in the Lesser 
Hall. Members were 
requested to ‘bring a 
plate of savoury or 
sweet’. JJ 


Age Concern’s fayre 
is a great success 

AGE CONCERN in Barry recently held a 
successful Christmas fayre in the Civic 
Offices. 

Despite poor weather, the event was well sup¬ 
ported. it was opened by the Mayor of the Vale, 
Coun John Clifford, who commended Age 
Concern, saying how well it served Barry. 

Barry Ladies Choir sang a delightful selection of 
carols during the fayre, and many guests joined in. 

The event raised the remarkable figure of £380, 
which will be used for refurbishing the senior 
health shop in Barry. GF 


BARRY MAN DIES AFTER 
BEING HIT BY TRAIN 


A MAN died when he was hit 
by a train in the early hours of 
Thursday morning (December 
1) in Barry. 

A British Transport Police (BTP) 
spokesman said: “BTP officers were 
called to the line at 5.41am close to 
Cadoxton railway station on Thursday, 
December 1, after a train driver report¬ 
ed striking a man on the line. 

“Officers from BTP and South 
Wales Constabulary, together with 
local paramedics, attended. 

“A man with severe injuries was 
discovered at the scene and was 
attended to by paramedics. He was 
taken to hospital by ambulance but 
was pronounced dead at 8.40am.” 

The driver of the 5.20am Cardiff 
Central to Barry Island service report¬ 
ed the incident. 


Speaking on Monday (December 5) 
the spokesman said: “I can confirm 
that the man has been formally identi¬ 
fied as John Alan Partridge, who was 
aged 44 and from the Barry area. 

“A post-mortem examination car¬ 
ried, out on December 2, confirmed 
there are no suspicious circumstances 
surrounding the death and that Mr 
Partridge suffered injuries consistent 
with being hit by a train. 

“There does not appear to be any 
third party involvement and the inci¬ 
dent is now being treated as non-suspi- 
cious.” 

A file is being prepared for the 
Coroner. 

Anyone with any information which 
they believe can assist police is asked 
to contact British Transport Police on 
Freefone 0800 40 50 40, quoting inci¬ 
dent number 62 of 01/12/2011. 


YFC’s Very busy time’ 


Christina Thomas and 
Zolly Whitaker) second. 

Club members recent¬ 
ly represented 

Glamorgan in the 
National YFC Stock- 
judging competition at 
the English Winter Fair, 
achieving very good 
results: Hannah Lewis - 
live beef, second, Tom 
Rees - beef carcass, first, 
and Kate Thomas was 
highly placed in the live 
lambs competition. 

Glamorgan also won 
the overall county stock- 


judging team on the day. 

As the festive season 
approaches, members are 
looking forward to the 
annual club carol service 
on December 13 at 
Llansannor Church, at 
7.30pm followed by 
refreshments. 

For more information 
about Maendy YFC, visit 
www. maendy. btck. co. uk 
or contact Club 
Chairman Ieuan Rosser 
07732 626314. 

0 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Concert to 
celebrate 
special 
birthday! 

THE Ewenny Arts 
Festival has 
announced that The 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Ensemble will be 
celebrating their 
10th anniversary as 
a chamber orchestra 
with a candlelit con¬ 
cert in the Priory 
Church, Ewenny on 
December 16 at 
7.30pm. 

The Ensemble was 
formed in 2001 by dou¬ 
ble bass player Peter 
Fry and mainly col¬ 
leagues from the orches¬ 
tra of Welsh National 
Opera (WNO), as well 
as musicians from the 
BBC NOW and freelance 
players. 

Although Peter has 
since left WNO and now 
works at Opera North, 
he still lives in the Vale, 
in Llanbethery with his 
wife Sharon, a pianist 
and vocal coach, and 
tries to organise at least 
two Ensemble concerts 
per year. 

Over the years, the 
Ensemble has performed 
across Wales, is a regu¬ 
lar contributor to the 
Ewenny Arts Festival, 
and has been involved in 
two world premieres, 
including a suite written 
especially for the 
Ensemble by Irish com¬ 
poser Roma Cafolla. 

The concert on 
December 16 will 
include excerpts from 
Handel's Messiah, with 
soprano Naomi Harvey, 
the Pachelbel Canon, 
and Telemann's Don 
Quixote Suite. For fur¬ 
ther information, con¬ 
tact: Helen Morgan 
01656 667047 or Mari 
Major 01656 664105. 


THE latest results 
from bridge clubs 
in the Cowbridge 
area are as follows: 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Club (November 21). 

First - Mary Moore 
and John Beard; sec¬ 
ond - Marion and 
David Stephenson; 
third - Mike Best and 
Kevin Maddox; fourth 

- Marjorie Morris 
and Bill Turner; fifth - 
John Henson and 
Geoff Tinkler; sixth - 
Amy Owen and 
Kathleen Ferguson. 

Cowbridge and 
District Club, 
November 22 : 

First - Anne Hughes 
and Sara Bartlett; sec¬ 
ond - Hugh Williams 
and Gordon Berrey; 
third - Teri Pollard 
and David Wright; 
fourth - Meari Owen 
and Debbie Rosevear; 
fifth - Sheena Sarjeant 
and Brian Swain; sixth 

- Sylvia Phillips and 
Margaret Bancroft. 

Vale of Glamorgan 


MAENDY Young 
Farmers have had 
an eventful few 
weeks with club 
activities and trips. 

These have included 
hosting a bonfire night 
(by permission of the 
Lewis family at Ty Fry 
Farm, St Georges, for fel¬ 
low young farmers clubs; 
an evening of skittles; 
Christmas tree decora¬ 
tion making; and most 
recently a tip to Cardiff’s 
Winter Wonderland with 
Wick YFC for members 
to try out their ice skating 
skills. 

Members have also 
decorated a Christmas 
tree as part of the 
Cowbridge Christmas 
Tree Festival. 

It has also been a busy 
time for competitions, 
and results are as fol¬ 
lows: 

November 6: Junior 
reading team second; 
junior public speaking 
teams fourth, seventh and 
eighth; and senior mem¬ 
ber of the year (Ieuan 
Rosser & Hannah Lewis) 
joint second. November 
17: intermediate brain- 
strust team (Kate 
Thomas, Jack Thomas, 


Club ,November 28: 

First - Mary Moore 
and John Beard; sec¬ 
ond - Vida Halford 
and Glyn Williams; 
third - Marion and 
David Stephenson; 
fourth - Alan Lewis 
and Terry Evans; fifth 

- Liam Sheridan and 
david Birt; joint sixth 

- Ray Smith and 
Gwynne Maddox and 
Mari Jones and Teri 
Pollard. 

Cowbridge and 
District Club, 
November 29: 

First - Hugh 
Williams and Gordon 
Berrey; second - 
Marian East and 
Pauline McAllen; third 

- Luba Ashworth and 
Joan Bird; fourth - 
Mary Thomas and 
Dennis Barker; fifth - 
Barbara and Colin 
Easterbrook; sixth - 
Helen and Mike 
Ruttley. BS 


Christmas 

treats 

WHAT a surprise 
awaited members of 
Saron Chapel Club at 
the special Christmas 
meeting which took 
place on November 30. 

From the artistic dec¬ 
orations, to the table 
laden with Christmas 
fare, every member had 
contributed with home¬ 
made cakes, mince pies 
and of course, something 
a little stronger than tea! 

The highlight of the 
celebration was enter¬ 
tainment by Mr Richard 
Keane, well known 
musician and historian. 

Bom in Ogmore Vale, 
Richard has played the 
guitar since the age of 14 
and has travelled many 
parts of Wales with his 
band ‘Artificially Hip’. 

His repertoire includ¬ 
ed music from the 1940s, 
skiffle and country and 
western. Everyone 
joined in and it was a 
really enjoyable 

evening’s entertainment. 

Our thanks to club 
member Kathy Harris 
for inviting her friend 
Richard. 

Anyone wishing to 
contact him can tele¬ 
phone 07811382605 or 
01685 658871. 

Panto time 

LLANGAN and St 
Mary Hill Hall 
Christmas panto Dr 
Who and the Wizard of 
Oz: The doors open for 
the first performance 
of this year’s panto at 
lpm. The second show 
begins at 7.30pm. 
Admission (by ticket 
only) is £2 per adult, £1 
child. 


Call Rachael on 01656 
064145. 

Reminder 

SARON Chapel, Treoes, 
Christmas carol service 
will take place on 
Sunday, December 11, 
at 3pm, followed by a 
children’s Christmas 
party in the Treoes 
Community Hall. 
Father Christmas has 
promised to arrive with 
a bag full of goodies. 

Sing-along 

THERE will be a 
Christmas sing-along 
with Iwan Guy for the 
Llangan, Penllyn, St 
Mary Hill and Treoes 
Eisteddfod Appeal. 

The Star Inn, Treoes is 
the venue on Monday, 
December 12 at 8pm. 
Tickets (£5) include 
tasty morsels. 

Telephone Mary 

Crandon on 01656 
861933. 

Thanksgiving 

A SERVICE of celebra¬ 
tion and thanksgiving 
for the restoration of 
the Old Schoolroom 
and vestry at St 
Canna’s, Llangan, took 
place on December 4. 

The service was con¬ 
ducted by the most Rev 
Dr Barry Morgan, 
Archbishop of Wales, 
Rev Val Hamer and Rev 
Peter Raikes. 

Following the service, 
members of the congre¬ 
gation were invited to 
view the completed 
restoration. 

On Saturday, 

December 10, between 
10am and noon, there 
will be an open coffee 
morning for Llangan res¬ 
idents. 


Bridge in 
Cowbridge 
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Christmas 
Tree World 


Situated on the A48, between 
Bonvilston and the five mile 
ra lane turn off 


From 1st 

OPEN \ j) ecem j, er 2011 
9.00am til late 

Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including... 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 
Norway Spruce, etc. 

Sizes from 3ft - 18ft. 

Orders taken in advance 
for large trees. 

Prices Held! 

Also available 
Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 

Telephone: 

07500515554 



Vale schools get 
mark of approval 


SEVEN Vale sec¬ 
ondary schools 
have been recog¬ 
nised for their 
efforts in preparing 
students for the 
world of work. 

Barry Comprehensive 
School, Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive School, 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School, 
St Cyres Comprehensive 
School, St Richard 
Gwyn Roman Catholic 
High School, Stan well 
School and Ysgol Gyfun 
Gymraeg Bro 
Morgannwg, have all 
been given the Careers 
Wales Mark award - in 
recognition of the sup¬ 
port they offer young 
people. 

Awards were also 
received by Ashgrove 
School in Penarth, 
which provides special¬ 


ist teaching and support 
for young people with 
autism, and the Vale 
Key Stage 4 Pupil 
Referral Unit at 
Cowbridge Youth 
Centre, for young peo¬ 
ple not attending sec¬ 
ondary school. 

The award makes the 
Vale Council the first 
local authority in Wales 
to have all its main¬ 
stream secondary 
schools achieving the 
Careers Wales Mark. 

Cabinet member for 
education and lifelong 
learning with the Vale 
Council, Coun Tony 
Hampton, said: “This 
award is a clear demon¬ 
stration that young peo¬ 
ple in the Vale are 
receiving the support 
they need to make real¬ 
istic, informed decisions 
about their future.” 


Are you up for the 
Boxing Day swim? 

THE Whitmore Bay Surf Life Saving Club 
is again holding its customary Boxing Bay 
swim this year. 

The volunteer lifeguards will be taking to the 
water (and keeping an eye on the early morning 
swimmers). Anyone planning to brave the winter 
waters should meet at the western shelter on Barry 
Island at 9.30am. 

The swimmers will enter the water at 10am. 


The Glamorgan GEM is now on Facebook - 
find us at www.facebook.com/gemnews 


GREATEST STORY EVER 

TOLD - IN COWBRIDGE 


AT THE start of 
Advent, there was 
perfect weather for 
the Reindeer 

Parade, which 
Churches Together 
in Cowbridge and 
District joined with 
the Nativity Parade, 
led by two donkeys 
brought in especial¬ 
ly from 

Carmarthenshire. 

The donkeys will be 
back later in the month, 
but the next big event for 
Churches Together is a 
Christmas Play on 
Sunday, December 11, at 
4pm. 

For several years, a 
Passion Play has been 
held at Easter - but this is 
the first time a Christmas 
Play has been jointly pro¬ 
duced - at least in my 
memory. 

There have been many 
junior nativities, and the 
United Free Church has 
one on December 18, but 
this is a full-scale pro¬ 
duction with musicians, 
choir and actors drawn 
from across all the 
churches in Cowbridge. 

Several of the actors 
appeared in ‘The 
Cowbridge Passion 
Play ’earlier this year. 

The Christmas play 
has a very different feel 
to it. The Passion Play 
left audiences silent and 
emotionally moved, but 
the Christmas Play, 
called ‘The Greatest 
Story Ever Told’, will 



ABOVE: Heads down for rehearsal! 


leave the audience ready 
to celebrate Christmas. 

The story is told with 
music, carols and laugh¬ 
ter and is suitable for 
everyone aged 2-200. 

It is going to be a very 
special part of Christmas 
and should not be 
missed. 

Tickets are priced at 
£2 for adults and £1 for 
under-16s, with all 
money being given to the 
local charity, Llamau, 
which looks after young 
homeless people in 
Bridgend. 

It is hoped that the 
performance will be 
completely full, so book 
tickets now. 

They are available 
from Sorrento in the 
High Street, Noah’s 
Place and The Parish 
Office on 01447 772302. 

The performance is 
being held at Holy Cross 
Church on Sunday 
December 11 at 4pm. 

...And the donkeys? 
Well, perhaps it is not 


wise to have them in 
church for the play, but 
they are making a return 
visit on Tuesday 
December 22. 

They are leading, with 
the RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band, a 
torch-lit parade from the 
farmers’ market (starting 
at 6pm) to St Quentin’s 
Castle, Llanblethian, for 
‘Carols in the Castle’. 

Last year, not even 
snow deterred the entre- 
pid carol singers. Again 


this year, there will be 
refreshments, carols and 
a reading at the castle. 

Advent starts with 
many things to look for¬ 
ward to - from tradition¬ 
al carol services, to new 
events like the ‘Greatest 
Story Ever Told’. 

Churches Together 
look forward to welcom¬ 
ing you, so watch out for 
service times and book 
your play tickets now! 

SF 
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FUNDING TO HELP 
RURAL SERVICES 

A new initiative under Pride in our Services has been set up to 
provide a major boost to local and rural hubs, helping rural 
communities enhance or retain their basic services. 

The Pride in Our Services - Rural Hubs scheme is offering grants of up to £40,000, 
to support local hubs or village service providers to set up and retain key services, 
improving availability and accessibility. 

The scheme is one of six new funding programmes run by Creative Rural 
Communities, the Vale of Glamorgan's rural regeneration initiative. By working with 
rural communities to retain and enhance key services. Creative Rural Communities 
hopes to help sustain rural services and create vibrant community hubs. 

Mari-Wyn Pivotti, Senior Rural Regeneration Officer at Creative Rural Communities, 
said: "We are seeing an increasing number of rural services, such as post offices, pubs 
and village shops, close down due to financial pressures. We're therefore hoping, with 
the help of the communities themselves, to diversify basic services, improve the avail¬ 
ability and accessibility of key services, as well as create and sustain vibrant 
community hubs. 


"A community hub will be dependant on the village or community.. ..it could be a 

i a lo 


creativeCO 

RURAL COMMUNfTItS 


depe 

pub, village shop, village hall, church hall or even a local hairdresser. We've enlisted 
the help of Pub is The Hub, a not for profit rural pub advisor, to work specifically with 
pubs, leaving me to work with other community hubs. If you have an idea come to 
speak to us.. .we are open to ideas." 

Creative Rural Communities is a regeneration and economic development initiative 
led by the Vale of Glamorgan CounciFin partnership with various public, private and 
voluntary sector organisations. The project is funded by the Vale of Glamorgan Council 
and through the Welsh Government's Rural Development Plan for Wales 2007-2013 
and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development. As well as basic services 
there are funding programmes available for villages, heritage, farming, tourism and 
community grown food, which will strengthen communities and businesses in the rural 
Vale. 

For further information contact: Mari-Wyn Pivotti on 01446 704637 
or email mwepivotti@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
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"Wales must rise to 
meet the daunting 
economic challenge’ 


W HEN I 

opened the 
debate on 
the 2012/13 Budget 
for Growth and 
Jobs this week, I 
said that we were 
experiencing the 
most daunting eco¬ 
nomic and financial 
times for this coun¬ 
try, and our respon¬ 
sibilities to support 
our economy and 
public services have 
never been so 
important. 

In response to the 
Chancellor’s Statement 
last week, the Institute 
of Fiscal Studies con¬ 
cluded that there has 
been no period like this 
in the past 60 years. 

The grim figures given 
in the Chancellor's 
Statement spell it out: 
Unemployment levels 
are expected to rise over 
and above the 9 per cent 
we now face in Wales 
and will be consistently 
lper cent higher than 
previous forecasts sug¬ 
gested. 

The situation has dete¬ 
riorated in the past 10 
months and the inde¬ 
pendent Office for 
Budgetary 

Responsibility estimated 
that growth will be less 
than lper cent this year 
and next - taking us per¬ 
ilously close to another 
recession. 

The situation has 
worsened since I tabled 


the draft Budget for next 
year in early October - 
but we have been proved 
right in our policy 
approach to present a 
Budget for Growth and 
Jobs which could help 
stimulate investment in 
the private sector, 
enhance our education 
and skills base - as well 
as support our most vul¬ 
nerable and disadvan¬ 
taged children and fami¬ 
lies. 

The UK Government 
has now followed some 
of the initiatives we 
already announced earli¬ 
er this year in our 
Programme of 
Government - to invest 
in early years, education 
and skills and our capital 
infrastructure. 

We have already 
launched a new £75m 
Jobs Growth Wales 
scheme to fund training 
and jobs for 16 - 25 year 
olds tobenefit 4,000 
young people each year 
for 3 years. 

We are also doubling 
the number of places in 
Flying Start with a fur¬ 
ther £5 5m investment, 
providing free childcare 
and parenting support 
for our most disadvan¬ 
taged children and fami¬ 
lies. 

Two weeks ago, I 
announced an additional 
£87m of capital invest¬ 
ment including funding 
for 21st Century schools 
and social housing. Last 
week, I also announced 
an economic stimulus 
package of £38.9m, sup¬ 
ported by the Welsh 
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by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) y 

Liberal Democrats, 
which includes funding 
for school and further 
education college refur¬ 
bishment, funding for 
schemes such as Arbe,d 
which makes homes 
more energy efficient in 
deprived areas, as well 
as supporting further 
social housing schemes. 
This all results in jobs in 
the construction industry 
and new opportunities 
for apprentices. 

I also announced the 
extension of our 
Apprenticeships pro¬ 
gramme to provide 
another 1800 place s 
over the next year. 
Edwina Hart announced 
an additional £5 5 m of 
new investment in Welsh 
SMEs (small to medium 
sized businesses) to sup¬ 
port business growth. 

On Monday Leighton 
Andrews AM, our 
Education and Skills 
Minister, announced a 
£1.4 billion 21st Century 
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Schools programme of 
capital investment in 
school buildings across 
Wales, responding to 
local authorities propos¬ 
als for the first wave of a 
long-term programme of 
investment. 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan’s proposals 
included Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive School, 
Ysgol Nant Talwg and 
Ysgol Dewi Sant. I look 
forward to visiting these 
schools later this month 
to discuss their plans and 
proposals. 

Throughout the discus¬ 
sions about our Draft 
Budget over the past six 
weeks, there has been 
very strong agreement 
across the Senedd and 
with our partners in 
business, local govern¬ 
ment and the voluntary 
sector that we should be 
focussing on economic 
recovery to help cushion 
Wales from the current 
economic storm. 

I also said this week 
that I believe it is our 
shared responsiblity to 
address the needs of the 
poorest and most vulner¬ 
able people in Wales 
who are hardest hit by 
the economic crisis. 

In addition, we com¬ 
mitted to supporting the 
NHS and have increased 
our funding by £288m 
over the next three years 
remembering that 42per 
cent of the Welsh budget 
is invested in the Health 
Service. 

We have also respond¬ 
ed to the view that we 
need to invest more in 
our poorest pupils in 
school. Sol was very 
pleased to be able to 
announce a new grant - 
the Pupil Deprivation 
Grant- which will direct 
support to children who 
need it most in our 
schools. 

Thanks to an addition¬ 
al £20 million we will be 
able to provide schools 
with £450 per child eli¬ 
gible for free school 
meals - benefiting 
70,000 pupils the length 
and breadth of Wales - 
as a result of this policy 
which we agreed with 
the Welsh Liberal 
Democrats. 

Our policy ambitions 
came together in support 
of this new grant, which 
will support schools in 
meeting the needs of 
these pupils, to help 
them tackle the link 
between attainment and 
disadvantage. 

This has been a chal¬ 
lenging Budget on so 
many levels. As a 
Government, we do not 
have all the answers to 
the many financial, 
social and economic 
problems we face - and, 
indeed, faced by busi¬ 
nesses, families and 
young people in Wales - 
but we are seeking to 
intervene and use our 
funding wisely and 
responsibly, to revive 
our economy, support 
our local authorities and 
the NHS. 

I hope and believe 
that is what the people 
of Wales would wish to 
endorse. 


VALE PEOPLE FIRST’S WORK 
WINS PRAISE AT THE AGM 



TRUSTEE of Vale 
People First, Jane 
Hutt AM, recently 
spoke at its AGM at 
the Colcot Road cam¬ 
pus of Cardiff and 
Vale College in Barry. 

She recalled that 
Vale People First was 
started by Liz 
Davidson, with the 
first meetings held at 
the former Barry 
College and has since 
had a “huge impact on 
the lives of young peo¬ 
ple with learning dis¬ 
abilities.” 

The Vale AM com¬ 
mented: “I am proud 
to be a trustee of Vale 
People First and to 
speak at the AGM on 
the theme of health. 

We talked about the 
importance of healthy 
living and well being, 
recognising that access 
to free bus passes was 
vital to enable disabled 
people to get involved 
in activities, as well as 
getting access to train¬ 
ing and employment. 

“Vale People First 
also plays an active 


part in the Vale Youth 
Forum and a number 
of members were pre¬ 
sented with certificates 
for their work at the 
Vale Youth Forum 
AGM on Monday 
night.” 


ABOVE: 

Jane Hutt AM with Vale 
People First and supporters 
at the annual meeting 


Vale schools achieve 
quality careers award 


SEVEN Vale of Glamorgan 
secondary schools have been 
recognised for their efforts in 
preparing students for the 
world of work. 

Barry Comprehensive, Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive, Cowbridge 

Comprehensive, St Cyres 
Comprehensive, St Richard Gwyn 
Roman Catholic High School, 
Stanwell and Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg 
Bro Morgannwg have all been given 
the Careers Wales Mark award - in 
recognition of the support they offer 
young people. 

Awards were also received by 
Ashgrove School in Penarth, which 
provides specialist teaching and sup¬ 
port for young people with autism and 
the Vale Key Stage 4 Pupil Referral 
Unit at Cowbridge Youth Centre, for 
young people not attending secondary 


school. The award makes the Vale 
Council the first local authority in 
Wales to have all its mainstream sec¬ 
ondary schools achieving the Careers 
Wales Mark. 

Cabinet member for education and 
lifelong learning with the Vale 
Council, Coun Tony Hampton, said: 
“This award is a clear demonstration 
that young people in the Vale are 
receiving the support they need to 
make realistic, informed decisions 
about their future.” 

Chief Executive of Careers Wales 
Cardiff and Vale, Mark Freeman, 
added: “In these challenging times, 
good quality careers education and 
guidance and work-related learning is 
more important than ever if young 
people are able to achieve their full 
potential.” 


fejs 




~ Traditional dining ~ 
with a contemporary twist 

The Dining Room Barry Island has recruited two 
new chefs to re-establish the menu. 

Our head chef has a London restaurant back¬ 
ground, working in both Michelin and Rosette 
standard establishments. He along with his second 
chef have deviced a menu integrating modern 
Brirish cuisine with innovative twists on popular 
British classics, at a very affordable price. 

Including our unbeatable Sunday carvery service, 
with choice of meats and fresh seasonal vegetables 
to help yourself to. 

We at the Dining Room want to create an afford¬ 
able dining experience, offering the best service 
and the highest standards of food possible. 

We now pride ourselves on making everything 
in-house including our ice creams and breads. 


2 Course Lunchtime Dining £10.00 
2 Course Evening Dining £14.00 

New A la Carte Menu available 


I -8 Station Approach Road, Barry Island CF62 5TH 

Tel. 01446 749355 

www.thediningroombarry.co.uk 
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From Holy Cross to the 
Millenium Stadium! 

NEWS FROM COWBRIDGE MALE VOICE CHOIR 


ON Friday, 
November 25, 
Cowbridge Male 
Voice Choir 
launched the annu¬ 
al Christmas Tree 
Festival at Holy 
Cross Church. 

The church was 
beautifully decorated 
with many dressed and 
illuminated Christmas 
trees which had been 
sponsored by local busi¬ 
nesses, organisations 
and individuals. 

The church was filled 
to capacity, with several 
of the audience having 
to stand. The concert 
was attended by the 
Mayor of Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian, Coun 
Andy Banks and by the 
Vale MP, Alun Cairns. 

The choir was partic¬ 
ularly pleased that their 
president, Iona Jones, 
was also able to attend, 
despite the demands of 
her busy schedule. The 
choir was supported by 
the choir of Llansannor 
Church in Wales School 
who sang two 
Christmas carols. Their 
performance was won¬ 
derful and they were a 
credit to themselves, 
their families and their 
teachers. 

The concert, which 
began and ended with a 
congregational carol, 
was well received by a 
very appreciative audi¬ 
ence. 

Following the concert 
most choir members 
and many members of 
the audience adjourned 
to the Duke of 
Wellington public house 
for some well-earned 
lubrication and more 
singing, to round off a 
thoroughly enjoyable 
evening. 

(See below for a 
review of the concert). 

On Saturday, 
December 3, the choir 
was privileged to be 
part of the largest 
massed choir to sing at 
a rugby match in the 
Millennium Stadium. 
This was to commemo¬ 
rate the 130th anniver¬ 
sary of the Welsh 
Rugby Union. 

There were around 
1,700 assembled choris¬ 
ters from 44 choirs, 
drawn from the length 


and breadth of Wales. 
The massed choir sang 
a short programme of 
traditional songs, 
including a ‘Barbarians 
medley’ and were 
accompanied by the 
superb Regimental 
Band of The Royal 
Welsh. 

Although the 
Australians beat Wales 
24 to 18, the spectators 
rose as one when Shane 
Williams scored his 
last-ever try for Wales 
in the closing minutes 
of the game. 

TC 

AN EVENING 
TO CHERISH 
THE GEM asked 
Olivia Obaid, who 
cheerfully admits 
that her love of 
male voice choirs 
borders on the 
obsessive, to write 
a review of the 
Holy Cross 
Concert: 

OVEMBER 
24 might 
seem, to some 
people, a little early 
to start celebrating 
Christmas. 

However, any oppor¬ 
tunity to hear a male 
voice choir singing is, 
for me, an opportunity 
not to be missed. 

Holy Cross Church 
was beautifully decorat¬ 
ed with Christmas trees 
and although we arrived 
early, the church 
appeared almost full. 
This was obviously a 
very popular place to 
be. 

I am not sure what I 
was expecting the choir 
to sing; it was after all a 
Christmas concert. 
However, with one 
glance at the pro¬ 
gramme, any slight 
doubt that I might have 
had as to the existence 
of Father Christmas 
quickly disappeared. 

If I had been asked 
to compile a list of 
choral pieces I would 
like to hear being sung, 
this was it! 

The concert started 
with the choir and the 
audience singing ‘Hark 
the Herald Angels 
Sing’; a reminder of the 


reason for this celebra¬ 
tory concert. 

The choir then sung 
the first four pieces on 
the programme: ‘I Bob 
Un Sy’n Ffyddlon’, 

‘The Water is Wide’, 
‘The Rose’ and 
‘Gwahoddiad’. 

I was particularly 
impressed with the 
choir’s singing of the 
two Welsh hymns. 
Unlike some of the 
choirs I have heard 
singing in the Welsh 
Language, it pleased me 
to think that it was easy 
to believe that Welsh is 
the first language of all 
the members of the 
choir. 

Llongyfarchiadau! 

The next item printed 
on the programme was 
the Llansannor Church 
in Wales School Choir. 
However, we were 
informed that their per¬ 
formance would be 
delayed as some mem¬ 
bers of the school choir 
had not yet arrived. 

On being informed 
that their late arrival 
was due to the fact that 
they had rugby practice, 
everyone agreed that 
these young Welsh boys 
had their priorities 
right! 

The Cowbridge Male 
Voice Choir continued 
to impress the audience 
with the singing of; 
‘Cwm Rhondda’, ‘You 
Are So Beautiful’, ‘The 
Lord Is My Shepherd’ 
and ‘Morte Christe’. 

While I appreciate 
that every member of 
the audience would 
probably differ in their 
opinion as to what they 
would consider to be 
their favourite item of 
the concert, for me, the 
performance of Morte 
Criste (When I Survey 
The Wondrous Cross) 
was the highlight of the 
evening. 

I am sure that Isaac 
Watts, who wrote the 
words of this hymn and 
Emrys Jones, the com¬ 
poser of the tune would 
have been delighted 
with the way it was 
sung by the choir. 

I was also particular¬ 
ly impressed with the 
accompanist Sandra 
Williams’ dramatic 
piano introduction to 
the last verse. 

With the rugby train¬ 
ing finished and the 
mud and blood washed 


away, the Llansannor 
and Llanharry Church 
in Wales School Choir 
were now ready to per¬ 
form. 

It was a performance 
worth waiting for. The 
choir, with their conduc¬ 
tor Mrs Sara Russell 
and accompanist Mrs 
Julie Morgan enthralled 
the audience with their 
singing of ‘The Star 
Carol’ and the most 
popular Christmas carol 
of all, ‘Silent Night’ I 
thought the beautiful 
carol Silent Night was 
improved on by being 
sung in Welsh: ‘Tawel 
Nos’. 

I am sure that the 
sight of these happy 
smiling children and 
their beautiful singing 
voices would have 
moved many of the 
members of the audi¬ 
ence to shed a tear (and 
not just the parents!) 

If Father Christmas 
was watching, then the 
children can expect an 
extra present this year! 

The standard of 
choice of songs and the 
singing by the choir in 
the second half of the 
concert was equally 
impressive. 

These included: ‘You 
Raise me up’ (sounding 
far better than the 
Westlife version!); ‘Mae 
d’eisiau di bob awr’ 
(sung in Welsh and 
English... hyfryd iawn!); 
‘She’; and ‘O Gymru’. 

At the end of the 
concert, Shelley 
Thomas Brown, the 
musical director, 
addressed the choir and 
the audience. There is 
no doubting the fact that 
the standard of the per¬ 
formance of the choir is 
a direct result of her 
leadership. 

After the choir and 
the audience joined 
together in singing ‘O 
Come all ye faithful’, 
The Rev David Boult, 
who had been an excel¬ 
lent compere, invited 
everyone to join in the 
singing of the Welsh 
National Anthem. 

A perfect ending to a 
perfect evening, and a 
wonderful start to the 
Christmas celebrations. 


MP’s surgeries 

VALE MP Alun Cairns will be holding 
two surgeries for advice and assistance on 
Friday December 9 at the following loca¬ 
tions: 

1.30pm - 3pm at The Heritage Centre, 
Llantwit Major, and 4pm - 5.30pm at 
Tesco, Stirling Road, Barry. 

Anyone in the Vale is welcome to attend, but sur¬ 
geries are very busy, and it is advisable to call 01446 
403814 to make an appointment. 

Road closures 

STATION Road, Dinas Powys, near the 
junction with The Square. 

Tynewydd Road, Barry, to junction with Llantwit 
Street. 


PACT meetings 

COURT PACT, 7pm, December 8 at Scout Hall, 
Ilminster Street, Barry. 

DYFAN and GIBBONSDOWN joint PACT, 10am 
12 noon on December 15 at Coast Cafe at side of 
Coastlands Church, Tennyson Road, Barry. 
BUTTRILS PACT, at 6.30pm, December 15 at the 
Philip John Community Room, Barry Library, 
Tynewydd Road. 

CANCELLED: WENVOE PACT, December 12, 
to be rearranged. 

WENVOE coffee and chat, December 16, Wenvoe 
Arms at 11am. 

LLANDOW/EWENNY PACT, December 21 at 
Ewenny Village Hall at 7pm. 

PLYMOUTH PACT, Lower Penarth Community 
Centre, Brockhill Way, December 14 at 7pm. 
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VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 


‘We must get on top of debt 
and stimulate investment’ 


L AST week’s 
Autumn 
Statement high¬ 
lighted the difficulty of 
the economic climate. 
However, independent 
opinion poll analysis 
shows that the 
Chancellor’s position 
strengthened with his 
repeated commitment 
to reduce the country’s 
debt. 

It is worth remembering 
that in spite of the cuts 
introduced thus far, the 
government is still borrow¬ 
ing a quarter of every 
penny it spends; this relates 
to everything from teachers 
and nurses’ salaries to ben¬ 
efits and the old age pen¬ 
sion. 

That’s £25 out of every 
£100 being spent on 
salaries, roads, social serv¬ 
ices and refuse collections 
and all the other things that 
the government is responsi¬ 
ble for. 

This is why we are paying 
£120m a day in interest on 
the debt and the debt is still 
rising. Anyone running a 
household budget or a busi¬ 
ness knows that we can’t 
continue on this basis. 

Therefore, we must get 
on top of the debt and also 


stimulate investment to get 
the economy moving again. 
This is what the Chancellor 
sought to do last week. 

First and foremost is the 
support for energy inten¬ 
sive industries, such as Dow 
Corning in Barry. 

Increased energy prices 
and regulation to reduce 
greenhouse gasses could 
have had the effect of driv¬ 
ing the industry overseas, 
where reducing carbon out¬ 
put is not a priority. 

I was delighted when the 
Chancellor responded to 
my question, highlighting 
that a significant level of 
support was going to be 
given to support such busi¬ 
nesses and manufacturers. 

This is something Dow 
Corning and I have been 
working on for some time, 
and there is still more work 
to do on the detail. 

Secondly, this 

Government aims to help 
families with the cost of liv¬ 
ing. Fuel duty will be frozen 
for 19 months in total. 

From April, petrol duty 
will be a full 10 pence lower 
than it would have been 
without the action in the 
Budget earlier this year; 
families will save £144 on 
filling up the average family 
car by the end of next year. 

Money was previously 




Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 

made available to freeze 
next year’s council tax 
increase, which will happen 
in England, but here in 
Wales, the Welsh 
Government are using the 
money for other matters. 
Again, hard working fami¬ 
lies in Wales will have to 
pay more. 

Money is being made 
available for families and 
young people, to benefit 
from the introduction of a 
scheme to double the num¬ 
ber of children who will 
receive free nursery care, 
but in Wales, the Welsh 


Government will have to 
decide whether to follow 
suit and nearly £1 billion 
will be invested to help 
young people get jobs and 
training. 

More needs to be done, 
and this will be addressed 
with reductions in business 
taxes, investment in science 
and apprenticeships, 

changes to education and 
welfare, and reforms to 
housing and small business 
lending, as announced 
recently. 

The challenges are 
tougher than the Coalition 
Government hoped they 
would be. But, under this 
Government, borrowing 
will fall and debt will come 
down - not as quickly as we 
wished, because of the 
weaker economy, but meet¬ 
ing our budget rules - and I 
believe striking the right 
balance. 

The Chancellor’s 

Autumn Statement, makes 
an additional £216m avail¬ 
able to the Welsh 
Government to spend on 
capital projects. 

It’s now up to the Welsh 
Government to invest in 
infrastructure projects in 
Wales to help get our econo¬ 
my moving in Wales and take 
responsibility for its own 
spending. 


PG-i 

Paul Gentile Jewellers 

* * 
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3 Tynewydd Road 3 Commercial Street 9 South Walk 

Barry Newport Cwmbran 

CF62 8HB NP20 1 HE NP44 1PU 

01446 746871 01633 263637 01633 865556 

www.paulgentilejewellers.co.uk 


You can follow The Glamorgan GEM 
on Twitter - find us @ gem_news 
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Children form human chain 
to send off filled shoe boxes 



ABOVE: Gladstone pupils are generous in 
spirit and in deed! 


I* Pendragon 
Cleaning Services 

£20 

for any size carpet 


• Daily Contracts 

• Weekly Contracts 

• Carpet Cleaning 

• Home Cleaning 

• Office Cleaning 


NO JOB TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL 


www. pendragoncleaning, com 

t Contact Paul Shaw on A 

07583 643239 % 


THE children 
of Gladstone 
Primary 
School 
braved 
inclement 
weather last 
week to form 
a human 
chain - to 
carry their 
filled shoe- 
boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child. 

The shoeboxes, packed with presents and good¬ 
ies, travelled along the chain, which snaked from 
the school hall in the junior building to the collec¬ 
tion van on the front yard - their first step on a 
long journey to brighten the lives of children 
throughout the world in disadvantaged situations. 

“A total of 133 shoeboxes were collected this 
year, two more than last year. Once again, I am 
overwhelmed by the generosity and support from 
the Gladstone children and parents. A huge thank 
you to all who contributed,” said Sarah Creasey. 

CCTV probe at 
leisure centre 

A member of Penarth Leisure Centre staff 
has been dismissed, following an allega¬ 
tion involving the inappropriate use of 
CCTV. 

The person involved has not be named. 

Mr Reuben Bergman, the head of human 
resources at the Vale Council, said the council had 
completed a thorough investigation into the issues 
involved. 

He said: “Steps have been taken in accordance 
with our internal disciplinary procedures. This has 
included the dismissal of a member of staff. 

“We would like to reassure visitors to Penarth 
Leisure Centre that CCTV was not used to inappro¬ 
priately view customers inside the leisure centre.” 



Stephanie wins a 
moose in local 
Christmas raffle! 



Stephanie with her friendly moose! 



Nicola of Miss Holmes, has thanked customers 
who took part in her festive raffle. 

MISS HOLMES Exclusive Gifts at High 
Street, Barry, held a festive raffle for a 
giant Christmas moose - and it was won by 
Stephanie Rey from Sully. 

Stephanie regularly shops at Miss Holmes and 
has bought most of her gifts there. 

Nicola, the owner, told The GEM: “The 
response was amazing, with a donation from the 
proceeds going to a local charity.” 


Vale Flying Vet 

found guilty 

- BUT IS SET FREE 

VALE Flying Vet, Maurice Kirk, was 
found guilty last week (December 1) at 
Cardiff Magistrates Court on a charge of 
harassing a forensic psychologist, Dr 
Tegwyn Williams. 

However, after receiving an 18-week sentence for 
the offence, Mr Kirk was set free because he had 
already served the time in jail while awaiting trial. 

In a surprise development, Mr Kirk was then 
arrested by the Metropolitan Police and taken to 
Highbury Magistrates Court to answer a charge of 
failing to appear in court on a due date. 

The following day (Friday, December 2) Mr Kirk 
was fined a total of £125 by Highbury Magistrates 
and set free. 


Vale motorist 
allowed bail 


A VALE motorist 
has appeared in 
court facing a 
charge of driving 
with excess alcohol, 
after an incident in 
which paralympic 
cyclist Simon 
Richardson was 
injured. 

Edward Howell 
Adams, aged 60, of 
Pentre Meyrick, 

Cowbridge, is also 
charged with dangerous 
driving and failing to 


stop in connection with 
the incident on the A48 at 
Crack Hill on August 17. 

No pleas were entered 
to the charges, and the 
case was adjourned until 
January 18. It will next 
be heard at Cardiff 
Magistrates Court. 

Bail was allowed on 
condition that Mr Adams 
does not drive a motor 
vehicle. 

The hearing was held 
at the Vale Magistrates 
Court in Barry. 


Pressing Ahead 


Outstanding Ironing 
Free Collection 
Free Delivery 

Serving the Vale since 2001 

. 01446 781551 




Difficulty Hearing? 


Scott Wroe Hearing Centre is an 

Independent hearing aid practice that 

has been established in Penarth for over 8 years. 


The centre has access to the very best hearing aids on the market and due 
to the standards and dedication of the practice it has received recognition by 
becoming a Phonak Approved Partner and one of the first hearing centres in 
the UK to become a Widex Approved Centre. 

We provide all our hearing aids on a 30-day trial basis enabling our clients to 
test the hearing aids with family and friends before any financial commitment 
and importantly we take the time to work with you to solve the specific 
difficulties you are having with your hearing. 


* All hearing aids come with a 30-day trial 

* Full aftercare service included with every 
hearing aid 

* Stockist of the world’s finest hearing aids 

* Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 



For more information or to arrange an appointment, 
please call 02920 707760 or call in to 

Scott Wroe Hearing Centre, 

I Station Approach, Penarth, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF64 3EE 

(FREE PARKING OPPOSITE THE SHOP). 
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Teacher wins top 
learner award! 



SIAN THOMAS, a teacher at at Barry College, which she has now 
Colwinston pre-school, was successfully completed, 
recently awarded 'Learner of “Staff, parents, and children of the 
the Year' by Cardiff and Vale pre-school would like to congratulate 
Apprenticeships. Sian on this wonderful achievement, 

Sian has been studying for her NVQ we are very proud of her,” a 
Level 2, Childcare Practioners Course spokesperson said. 

Thieves arrested after 
garden gate is stolen 


TWO people have been arrest¬ 
ed in connection with a series 
of metal thefts in Barry. 

The owner of a house in Romilly 
Park Road reported the theft of his 
gate on December 1. Later the same 
day, another metal theft was reported 
at Hafren Road, and two men were 
arrested. 

The arrests were among seven car¬ 
ried out by South Wales Police, as the 
result of information provided by 
CCTV operators in the Vale up to 


December 4. Working under the 
umbrella of the Safer Vale Partnership, 
the team also passed on details which 
led to the arrest of two people for theft 
at Dock View Road on December 2. 

There was another arrest involving 
possession of an offensive weapon in 
Thompson Street on December 1, and 
two people were apprehended on out¬ 
standing warrants in Broad Street on 
December 3. 

CCTV operators contacted the 
police on 38 occasions last week. 


Glamorgan 
YFC takes 
English title 


FIVE members 
from Glamorgan 
YFC recently rep¬ 
resented their coun¬ 
ty at the English 
Winter Fair on 
November 20. 

The annual event, 
which is held at 
Staffordshire County 
Showground, saw three 
members from Maendy 
YFC (Hannah Lewis, 
Kate Thomas and Tom 
Rees) along with two 
Bridgend YFC members 
(Christina Jones and 
Eleri Haris-Thomas) 
take part in the National 
Young Farmers Stock- 
judging competition. 

The format of the 
competition requires 
competitors to judge a 
ring of four stock/car¬ 
casses, within a time 
limit of 10 minutes - 
placing them in order of 
the strongest to poorest 
animal in the ring, 
according to the respec¬ 
tive butchering points. 

Each competitior will 
then proceed to give rea¬ 
sons (maximum of two 
minutes) to the judge, 
who has previously 
inspected the stock and 
placed them in the order 
that he feels is correct. 

It was an early start 
for the Glamorgan team, 
but their efforts definite¬ 
ly paid off. Hannah, who 
competed in the senior 
live beef competition, 


took second place and, 
joined by intermediate 
team mate Eleri, who 
also judged live beef, 
they were second in the 
pairs. 

Tom took part in the 
senior beef carcass judg¬ 
ing, something he had 
no experience of com¬ 
peting in prior to this 
competition, and did 
extremely well, taking 
first place. Kate Thomas 
(intermediate) and 
Christina Jones (senior), 
who were judging live 
lambs, were also highly 
placed on the day. 

Aside from fantastic 
individual results, the 
Glamorgan team beat off 
a high-standard of com¬ 
petition against 15 other 
counties to win the over¬ 
all county stock-judging 
team of the Year. 

Well done to all those 
who competed. 

HL 

Delta fayre 

A CHRISTMAS craft 
fayre is being held at 
Barry in aid of Delta, a 
charity that supports 
deaf children through 
an aural education. 

It will be held at the 
Barry YMCA Hub on 
Sunday, December 11 
between I0am-3pm. 

Santa will be there 
for the little ones and all 
his proceeds are going 
to the charity. 



Alun Cairns MP with staff from St Andrew’s Major C/W 
Primary School and teachers from Brittany and Italy. 


MP on a learning 
exercise - at school! 


LAST week, Alun 
Cairns, MP for the 
Vale, visited St 
Andrew’s Major 
C/W Primary 
School in Dinas 
Powys to meet visi¬ 
tors attending the 
school as part of the 
Comenius Project 
with the British 
Council. 

He joined headteacher 
Sue Jordan, staff and 
children as they wel¬ 
comed visitors from 
Pluguggan in Brittany 
and Passo Corese in Italy. 

The project aims to 
develop knowledge and 
understanding among 
young people and teach¬ 
ers about the diversity of 
European cultures and 
languages, and the value 
of diversity. 

Mr Cairns said: 

“I had the warmest 


welcome from the staff Wales, which helped the 
and team at the school, visitors to develop their 
and the children epito- knowledge and under- 
mised the school’s ethos standing of the language 
of enjoyment for learning and culture here in 
in a happy and caring Wales.” 
environment. 

“It was a learning 
exercise for me to better 
understand the different 
approach to teaching 
between the countries. 

Clearly we can all learn a 
lot from each other. 

“As part of the 
Comenius Project, the 
pupils had created a great 
video, highlighting the 
bilingual nature of 


WOOD FOR SALE Quality seasoned, part 
seasoned and kiln dried. 
Moisture content below 25%. 



Clean, effective heat. 


01874 730329 
07779 730847 


Local South Wales Company. 


www.justwoodfuel.co.uk 
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Out and About with The GEM 


GARDEN CENTRES WARM UP FOR CHRISTMAS! 


MULLED 
WINE 
& MINCE 
PIES 

BURGERS 
& HOT 
DOGS 

SAMPLES 
TO TASTE 



DISPLAY OF 
CALOR GAS 
FIRES 


Winter 
warm-up 


FRESH 

HAND MADE 
WREATHS 


REAL 

CHRISTMAS 

TREES 


at Broad Street 


Garden Centre 

Barry, CF62 7AE.Tel: 01446 720333 


Come and visit us on Saturday 
10th December^ 0 


WINTER DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL 
HEATING SPECIAL OFFERS 


Father Christmas will be here to help! 



We have 
several offers 
on portable 
heaters that 
will keep you 
warm this 
winter as 
well as 
many other 
products. 


Visit 
Boverton 
Garden Centre, 
Boverton. 
01446 792105 
for your 
Christmas Trees 
and Wreaths 



b magical Christmas starts 
with a litter hwD Santa 
Order yotr* today 


ChildUrte 

mosuii 


heat 

«o 



ON Saturday, Broad Street 
Garden Centres will hold 
‘Warming up for Christmas.’ 

Calor Gas will be joining the celebra¬ 
tions, cooking burgers and hot dogs on 
one of their Calor Gas barbecues and 
handing samples out to the customers. 

A range of Calor fires is on show, 
always a handy appliance as a back-up in 
the home if you are unlucky enough to 
have troubles with your central heating. 

There will also be a selection of 
Christmas trees to pick from - including 
the traditional Norway tree with their 
lovely Christmas tree smell, and the 
Nordman tree. 

The staff at both Broad Street and 


Boverton prefer to open your Christmas 
trees up for you to look at, making sure 
you have the tree that you want, then net 
it back up for you to take home. We 
offer a weekday, local delivery service for 
customers. 

There will also be a fine selection of 
fresh, hand-made holly wreaths for you to 
choose from. We do a range of decorated 
wreaths, ones that can go on graves to 
lovely big door wreaths. 

We are holding a raffle, the prizes 
being a Calor Gas fire donated by Calor 
Gas, a birdtable which would make a 
lovely Christmas gift for somebody and 
Broad Street and Boverton Garden Centre 
gift vouchers. All the money collected 


from the raffle will be donated to two 
charities - you can choose which one you 
want your money to go to when you buy 
your raffle tickets. 

If you are not able to join us in our 
Broad Street Garden Centre please go to 
the Boverton Garden Centre to pick up 
your tree and wreath. You might not get a 
free burger there, but you will have the 
pleasure of John Shapland serving you - 
he will not be dressed up as an elf! 

Finally, all the staff at Broad Street, 
Boverton and our yard over at the Barry 
Docks, would like to wish our customers a 
very merry Christmas and a happy, 
healthy 2012. 


What's on and where in your area... 


Vale AM’s 
surgery 

THE Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt, will be holding a 
surgery this Saturday 
(December 10) at the 
Vale Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau office, 199 
Broad Street, Barry, 
from 10am to 12 noon. 
No appointments are 
necessary. 

School fun 

NOTTAGE Primary 
School, Porthcawl, 
holds a festive fun 
event on Friday, 
December 9 at 3.40pm; 
admission 50p. 

Santa, raffle, Nottage 
Primary Christmas pud¬ 
dings for sale, chocolate 
tombola, mulled wine 
and mince pies, lucky 
dip, soft toy tombola 
and Christmas skittles. 

Nottage 

fayre 

THERE is a pre- 
Christmas fayre on 
Saturday, December 10 
at St David’s Church, 
Florence Street, 

Nottage Village from 12 
noon. Eight refresh¬ 
ments, and Santa will 
be there. 

Festive 

market 

THE Village Market 
will be holding its 
Christmas market and 
craft fair on Saturday, 
December 10 from 
10am-2pm in 

Peterston Super Ely 
church and community 
hall. 

Craft stalls, home¬ 
made cakes and pro¬ 
duce, Christmas plants 
and decorations. 

Welsh Folk dancers, 
carol singers, mince 
pies, mulled wine, 


Tracy 

wins 

voucher 

THE Tan-y-Hyde £25 
voucher wordsearch 
winner was Tracy 
Pickett, of Daw an 
Close, Barry. 

Keep an eye out for 
more great GEM com¬ 
petitions in the New 
Year! 


homemade soup and hot 
turkey rolls! 

Entry is fre and all 
profits go towards the 
upkeep and improve¬ 
ment of hall facilities. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Pat 
Cadwalladr on 01446 
760267. 

Salem 

church 

COFFEE morning at 
Salem Baptist Church, 
Beryl Road, Barry, on 
Saturday, December 
10 at 10.30am- 
12.30pm. 

Free refreshments 
and mince pies, carols, 
a short film on the 
meaning of Christmas, 
and an opportunity to 
dress up as wise men, 
shepherds and angels! 

Christmas 

surgery 

RESIDENTS who live 
in the Court Ward, 
Barry, are invited to 
meet their independent 


councillor, Richard 
Bertin, on Saturday 
(December 10) 

between 9am and 
10am at the Jenner 
Room, Barry YMCA 
on Court Road. 

Memorial 

candles 

BARRY Town Council 
advise the public that 
Merthyr Dyfan 

Cemetery Chapel will 
be open on Sunday, 
December 11 for the 
purpose of lighting a 
candle, in memory of 
loved ones who have 
passed away, from 
3.30pm-6pm. 
Volunteer 
sought 

VALE Volunteer 

Bureau is looking for a 
volunteer to assist with 
office/administration 
at 34 Holton Road, 
Barry. Telephone 

01446 421782 or email 
info @ vvb.org.uk. 



Coychurch Crematorium 

Thursday 15th December 
2011 at 7.00pm 

Led by 

^ Father William Isaac 

St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, Bridgend 

Revd. Michael Komor 

Parish of Coity, Nolton and Brackla 


Featuring Cantorion Coety Choir 


COMPLIMENTARY WINE AND MINCE PIES 
WILL BE SERVED AT THE END OF THE SERVICE 


All are Welcome 


Tenovus 

service 

THE Llantwit Major 
Friends of Tenovus are 
holding their 

‘Lovelight’ service on 
Thursday, December 
15 at 7.30pm in St 
Illtyds Church, 

Llantwit Major. 

Everyone is welcome to 
attend. 

Sing for 
charities 

SING carols on 


December 11 at 6pm in 
Peterston Super Ely 
when the village tree 
lights will be turned on 
by Derek, the TV 
weatherman. Father 
Christmas will be pres¬ 
ent! 

Mince pies and 
mulled wine available. 

Donations will go to 
the Ty Hafan hospice 
and the Stroke 
Association. The tree 
will be situated near the 
Three Horseshoes. 


Come to 
our Cr»ll t 

Christmas Fete 




yn cael eigynnalyn m ■llillVM 

Amlosgfa Llangrallo 


Nos lau 15ed o Ragfyr 2011 
am 7.00pm 

Dan arweiniad 

YTad William Isaac 


Eglwys Babyddol y Santes Fair, Pen-y-Bont 

Y Parch. Michael Komor 

Y Plwyf Coety, Nolton a Bracla 


Yng nghwmni Y Cor 

Cantorion Coety 

BYDD GWIN A MINS PEIS AM DDIM YN CAEL 
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Scorsese on top 
form as Hugo takes 
your breath away! 


G iven his 

past dal¬ 
liances with 
gangsters, lowlifes, 
Chinese emperors, 
rockstars and jazz 
musicians, the 
chances of seeing 
Martin Scorsese 
direct a kids’ film 
were as likely as 
‘I’m A Celebrity...’ 
finding an actual 
celebrity. 

However, the director 
has thrown a curveball 
with his latest film, 
Hugo, a piece a world 
away from the ones that 
he usually inhabits. 

Based on the book, 
The Invention Of Hugo 
Cabret, it tells the story 
of the titular character 
(Asa Butterfield) in 
1930s Paris, who lives 
within the walls of a 
train station alone, after 
the death of his inventor 
father (Jude Law). 

However, a chance 
encounter with a young 
girl called Isabelle 
(Chloe Moretz) sends 
the pair into a mystery 
involving an automaton 
Hugo’s father was work¬ 
ing on... 

For a man with more 
critical kudos than most 
directors combined, and 


a mantelpiece full of 
awards (including that 
once-elusive Oscar) it 
would be easy to expect 
Martin Scorsese to do a 
little laurel resting. 

After all, having 
helmed the likes of 
Raging Bull, Taxi Driver 
and Goodfellas, the 
director could easily sit 
back and become an 
elder statesman of cine¬ 
ma, happy to rest upon 
past glories, rather than 
attempt to create new 
ones. 

Which is why this 
venture into family- 
friendly filmmaking is 
both a sign that Scorsese 
isn’t quite finished up 
just yet, and also that he 
feels more than comfort¬ 
able, not only tackling a 
broader genre, but also 
dipping his toes into the 
murky world of 3D. 

If the excitement of 
seeing one of the finest 
directors and cin- 
emaphiles burst head¬ 
long into this (for him) 
brave new world is 
enough for you to han¬ 
dle, then the news is 
wholly positive; for 
while Hugo skews to an 
older audience than you 
would have thought, 
Scorsese manages to 
create a world of wonder 
and charm that drips 
with poignancy and 


beauty. 

Hardly a slouch when 
it comes to the aesthetics 
of cinema, Scorsese’s 
films always look gor¬ 
geous, whether it is the 
gritty streets of New 
York, or the golden era 
of Hollywood in The 
Aviator, and Hugo is no 
exception to this rule. 

Opening with a truly 
spectacular tracking shot 
that highlights his ability 
to compose shots, the 
film constantly amazes 
in terms of the visuals, 
the world existing some¬ 
where between our reali¬ 
ty and a heightened, 
stylised one. But 
whether we are in the 
immaculately realised 
train station with its 
boulangeries and news¬ 
paper stands, or in the 
maze of mechanics that 
Hugo calls home, the 
film never fails to come 
to life so vibrantly on 
the screen. 

While Scorsese cer¬ 
tainly deserves the plau¬ 
dits, so does Dante 
Ferretti, a regular collab¬ 
orator of Scorsese’s, 
whose production design 
gives the director the 
canvas on which to 
work. Combining 
together, the pair have 
created a truly mes¬ 
merising world that is a 
wonder to the eye. 

John Logan’s script 
easily transfers the story 
from page to screen and 
loses none of the emo¬ 
tion from it, either; the 
screenplay pitches per¬ 
fectly, is paced incredi¬ 
bly well, and allows the 
mystery element to flow, 
while also having time 
for several subplots - 
none of which is short¬ 
changed by the amount 
of time Logan gives 
them. 

The cast are all uni¬ 
formly superb as well, 
particularly Asa 
Butterfield and Chloe 
Moretz, the young leads 
more than holding their 
own with some incredi¬ 
ble talent. 

The former delivers a 
performance that, while 
occasionally a touch 
overdone, emphasises 
the innocence and emo¬ 
tion of the young orphan 
who is clinging on to the 
memories of his father - 
while the latter, with a 
near-perfect accent, is 


the wide-eyed foil to 
Hugo, the pair sharing a 
likeable chemistry that 
gives the film strong 
foundations, 

The grown-up portion 
of the cast is similarly 
excellent - Ben 
Kingsley as the mysteri¬ 
ous toy salesman whose 
past becomes a key plot 
point looking more live¬ 
ly and sparky than he 
has since Sexy Beast - 
while Michael 
Stuhlbarg, Helen 
McRory and Emily 
Mortimer all shine with 
varying amounts of 
screentime. 

But Sacha Baron 
Cohen steals the show 
from them as the station 
guard intent on catching 
as many orphans as pos¬ 
sible - a rather one-note 
role that the comedian 
gives valuable shade to, 
earning dramatic kudos 
as well as comedic ones 
in a hugely entertaining 
turn. The Peter Sellers 
comparisons feel even 
more apt after this per¬ 
formance. 

The only mis-step the 
film makes is, ironically, 
not even its fault; had 
you seen the trailer for 
Hugo you would have 
expected a children’s 
film with echoes of City 
of Ember, all about 
youngsters on a magical 
adventure. 

The actuality is that 
Hugo, while having 
fleeting moments, is a 
far more mature piece 
than you would think, 
and as such may be the 
sort of film that young¬ 
sters may not engage 
with, while older audi¬ 
ence members will be 
left rapt. 

A criticism, then, but 
hardly the most negative 
of ones, in a film that 

‘Support 
Ty Hafan 
hospice’ 
- plea 

FOLLOWING the 
success of last year, 
Park Independent 
Funeral Directors 
are asking for help 
to donate chocolate 
selection boxes for 
children and their 
families at Ty Hafan 
Children’s hospice 
in Sully. 

Lyndsay Ellis of Park 
Funerals aims to contin¬ 
ue the success on last 
year, when over 200 
selection boxes were 
donated by the public. 

“Selection boxes can 
be brought into our 
premises at Tynewydd 
Road or if requested can 
be collected from local 
businesses or members 
of the public. 

“I hope and look for¬ 
ward to putting smiles 
on the faces of the chil¬ 
dren at Ty Hafan again 
this year, ” Lyndsay said. 
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will capture your imagi¬ 
nation; Hugo is a superb 
film, one which will 
enchant and excite. 

VERDICT: Less a 
children’s film, and 
more Martin Scorsese’s 
love letter to cinema, 
Hugo is a beautiful film 
that sees the esteemed 
director change gears 
with no little style and 
panache. 

With a top-notch cast 
and a story that will 
warm even the coldest 
of hearts, Hugo is well 
worth two hours of your 
time. Highly recom¬ 
mended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: The Lion, The 
Witch and The Wardrobe 
(2005), City Of Ember 
(2008). 


Wick artist holds 
Senedd exhibition 


A WICK artist and 
disability cam¬ 
paigner is exhibit¬ 
ing her work at 
The Senedd. 

‘Blind Love’ is a 
visual art exhibition by 
local artist and carer Sol 
Jorgensen, and can be 
viewed until December 
16. 

Her work consists of 
larger than life drawings 
of Welsh people, exe¬ 
cuted in a a strong char¬ 
coal and chalk style. 
Born in Church Village, 
RCT, and now living in 
Wick. 

Her inspiration is the 
lives of the people 
around her - giving 
unique expression and 
form to her Welsh her¬ 
itage. 

As the launch of the 
exhibition was close to 
Carers’ Rights Day on 

MAYOR’S 

CHARITY 

COFFEE 

THE Mayor of the 
Vale of Glamorgan’s 
charity coffee morning 
is being held at the 
Corporate Suite, Civic 
Office, Holton Road, 
Barry, on Tuesday, 
December 13. 

It runs from 
10.30am-12 noon. 

All proceeds will go 
to the Ashgrove 
School. 


December 2, Sol invited 
carers from all over 
Wales to send in a 
Christmas Wish to let 
the professionals and 
the politicians know 
what they really want 
for themselves, and 
those for whom they 
care. 

The arts project was 
created by Sol, in col¬ 
laboration with The 
Carers’ Centre for 
Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan, and sup¬ 
ported by Carers Wales 
and the Wales Carers’ 
Alliance. 

Both the exhibition 
and the Carers Wish 
event are being spon¬ 
sored by Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt. 

She said: “I would 
like to express my 
thanks to Sol Jorgensen 
for her inspiration and 
hard work in organising 
this event and raising 
awareness of the pres¬ 
sures facing unpaid car- 



The Boxer by Sol 
Jorgensen. 


ers in Wales.” 

Sol added: “Every 
day my son fights to 
live and breathe. 

“When his disabled 
rights are met, then, and 
only then, can I consid¬ 
er my carer’s rights and 
a life of my own.” 


Timberaway 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

■3“ 01446 402848 
0 07739 389578 



> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 


w 


,t(K 


APPLIAIKE & COOKWAAE CEHTRE 

PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

| Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


SHARP LC-42 CT2E 
Full HD, LCD, 42” 

To Clear £499.99 
Lowest UK Price 


We have a fabulous range of 
cookware and accessories 
everything you need for 
the perfect Christmas! 

MANY LOVELY GIFT IDEAS! 


Discounts for the over 60s on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Please ask in-store 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showrooi 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 
Monday- 
Saturday 
9am -5.30pm 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • LE C < 


Siemens • Smeg • Hotpoint • Canon • Electrolux • Zanussi • A E G • Liebherr • Miele • Caple 
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CHRmMASS 

Eojoy Late Night-Thui 


Christmas excitement 
builds in Cowbridge 




In Cowbridge, the chamber of trade has a 
long history of putting on events such as the 
Reindeer parade (pictured above and right) 
which raise the profile of the town. 


WG Davies 

Giftshop • Card Gallery • Newsagent 

Home and Contemporary Living 



FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY - 
it’s the Cowbridge 
Christmas shopping 
extravaganza..! 


S hoppers in 

the Vale are 
already famil¬ 
iar with the many 
plus points of shop¬ 
ping in Cowbridge 
- but next week the 
traders are adding 
something extra! 

The town is proud 
of its relaxed ambience 
during normal shop¬ 
ping hours, but for one 
night only, retailers 
will be offering a spe¬ 
cial Christmas wel- 


Cowbridge High 
Street traders are join¬ 
ing forces to encourage 
local shopping this 
Christmas by holding a 
late night shopping 
event on Thursday, 
December 15. 

They are also intro¬ 
ducing a ‘Cowbridge 
Christmas Gift Guide’. 

A spokeswoman for 
the organisers said: 
“Cowbridge High 
Street is the only 
department store need¬ 
ed for your Christmas 
shopping! 


, PAMPALINI • C ATI MINI • O’NEILL • 


SCALLYWAGS 

of Cowbridge 


WINTER 
SALE 
NOW ON! 


Gifts for Him • Her • Children 

Traditional/Modern Cards 
Seasonal Decor 
Books and Stationery 
Jewellery • Photo Frames 
Candles • Mirrors 
Driftwood Hearts 
Lovingly picked by ns.... 

38 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Tel: 01446 772801 



Jo Marley wishes to 
thank all her loyal 
customers/friends for 
their support and to 
express compliments of 
the season to you all! 


Kelly Harrison will be ready to 
welcome you to her new salon 

‘Beall’s Hair Boutique 

5 Westgate Street, Cowbridge CF71 7AQ 
which will be opening Tuesday 3 January 

Appointments now being taken. 

Call Kelly on 01446 77 6456 



Gift Vouchers 
- a perfect 
solution! 


2 Willow Walk, COWBRIDG 
S 01446 772104 




Christmas made easier with the help of... 
©Tie Quarter penny Qdfe 


Fat . D r| nL Relax. 





The Quarter Penny now hosts a deli section with food to take 
home and enjoy. Venison or Pork and Pistachio Terrines, 

Organic Welsh Cheeses, Christmas Chutney, Mustard and 
Marmalade. 

Delicious home-cooked meals wait in the freezer for you to 
reheat at home for a simple supper when time is precious. You 
can simply let the meal cook in the oven whilst you put your 
feet up with a glass of festive mulled wine! 

Claire's stunning cakes and desserts can be pre-ordered for any 
occasion plus whole quiches, salads & canapes. 

The QPC also offers a bespoke hamper service. Natalie can 
design a hamper to your budget to perfectly suit your chosen 
recipient. The wish list is endless - smoked salmon, terrines, 
pates, chutneys, mince pies, Christmas puds, cake, wines, 
port and champagne, lust pop in and see Natalie and she 
yL will create a bespoke hamper for you. Ar 

54 High Street, Cowbridge CF71 7AH 

T 01446 774999 www.quarterpennycafe.co.uk 

Winners to be announced on 'What's on' Pages, 22nd December edition. (Normal competition rules apply. No correspondence will be entered into) 





TV 




A FAB ULOUS COMPETIT ION! 

The Glamorgan*; EM 

with the 

THE QUARTER PENNY CAFE 

3 COMPETITION PRIZE WINNERS - 
Winners choose from the following 
Christmas treats to the value of £60: 

Claire's home-made Christmas pudding & Brandy Sauce, 
Selection of freezer meals - Beef, Cranberry & Port Casserole, 
Chicken in a cream wild mushroom sauce, Classic beef lasagne, 
Salmon en Croute with pinenuts & watercress, Box of home 
made Christmas shortbread, Welsh cheese board with preserved 
fruits, chutney, crackers & a bottle of port - red, white or 
sparkling wine. 


A 


COMPETITION ENTRY FORM: 
What was the original name of 
The Quarter Penny Cafe? 

ANSWER . 

Name. 

Address . 


Tel.Email . 

All entrants must be 18 or over to be eligible. 

Please send your coupon to The Quarter Penny Cafe at the 
address (left) or email: natalieisaac@hotmail.co.uk 


Closing date Friday 16th December 


“It’s all covered - 
ladieswear, menswear, 
children’s wear, beauty 
products, shoes, per¬ 
fume, sportsgear, lin¬ 
gerie, homeware, hab¬ 
erdashery, toys and 
games, luxury food 


items, coffee bars and 
lovely eating places - 
with none of the 
crowds, parking fees 
and stress of the city 
centre! 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 15) 


A 


A UNIQUE BOUTIQUE 
CArt KITCHEN BAR 
EXPERIENCE 

ovM6 rreosci 


cJfbofecJL 


* 


1 C cm tricky 

Jewellery ui*» rn\u> _ .. . 

Ootfung * Beautiful 

H.vxltrmfts Original 


'•Fair Trade** 


***** 


V> * H! ite 1 Avp 

Ww in ;n InlNic lilmyk 

f* oeatre vriati 
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Half Price 
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a y t f) Outdoor Clothing 

Arthur John & Cosssriu*, 


m. 




High Street, Cowbridge ® 01446 772229 


The NEW TEAM Paul James and Darran Gray look 
forward to welcoming you back... NOW OPEN! 


GIVE THE GIFT OF YEAR ROUND PLAY THIS CHRISTMAS 
I £14 pcm for the 1st child, 

£6 pcm for the 2nd and ONLY £2 pcm for any further children. 


www.bijou.so 


01446 771190 


48a Eastgate, Cowbridge. 


Follow us on Twitter and Facebook 


STOCKIN 


UP 


FOR 


THE 


CHRISTMAS 


COUNTDOWN! 




'j- 


§6 49 


MANY MORE OFFERS IN STORE 


Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL.Tel: 01446 775380 
7am-10pm DAILY & OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY! 


& 

—-BOUTIQUE •--- 

and 

SHOES 

WINTER 

SALE 

NOW ON! 

27 and 29 High Street, 
Cowbridge 
01446 772471 


*h Street 

JEWELLER 

Stockists of: 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 14 
“We are offering a 
special service so that 
customers can leave a 
‘wish list’ for family 
and friends with 
their favourite stores 
- maximising oppor¬ 
tunities to get what 
they want for 
Christmas - while 
minimising the 
potential waste of 
unwanted gifts.” 

At the late night 
shopping event on 
December 15, there 
will be parking avail¬ 
able at the Barefoot 
Studio, where shop¬ 
pers can collect the 
Christmas Gift 
Guide, a drinks 
voucher and a prize 
draw entry before 
heading off to do 


their shopping. 

Another Christmas 
bonus is that free 
shopping goody bags 
will go to the first 30 
shopping families 
who arrive between 
5pm and 8pm. 

Personal Santa 
shoppers will also be 
available for those 
that want directions 
and impartial advice 
- in exchange for a 
donation to the local 
Samaritans group. 

The gift guide con¬ 
tains present ideas 
for him, for her, for 
the children, at a 
variety of price 
points. 

In recent years, 
many shops in the 
town have put their 
own gloss on the 
evening by offering a 


personal and season¬ 
al welcome. 

The Cowbridge 
Christmas Gift Guide 
and late night shop¬ 
ping event has been 
jointly co-ordinated 
by the Chamber of 
Trade, 

HubCowbridge, and 
Barefoot Studio. 


Em Candu 

‘pOdfcoa ViottlMy 

Why not host 
a clothing party? 

A great girl’s 
night in! 

Now enjoy shopping at 
home or in store... 


Lladro, Clogau, 
Hot Diamonds, 
Old Florence - 
Italian Silverwear 


Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 
16 High Street, COWBRIDGE Tel: 01446 773673 
www.high-street-jewellers.co.uk 

Compliments of the season to all our 
valued customers/friends! 


There is no shortage of new shops and enterprises 
choosing Cowbridge as the place to build their own 
niche in the market place. 

One such is Arboreal, a restaurant which recently opened 
its doors. Members of the Cardiff Blues, including 
Cowbridge’s latest Welsh international , Lloyd Williams (left) 
called in to try the menu, where they were photographed 
by Mike Wilcock of The GEM. 


Cardiff Blues just love Cowbridge! 


Late night delight 


BARGAIN BOOZE Stkcj 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National 
Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch o fod yn un o 
bartneriaid swyddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 



Haydn Lewis, winner of the Crown at the 
1968 Eisteddfod in Barry. 


UN o V prif wobrau 
a ddyfernir mewn 
unrhyw Eisteddfod 
yw V Goron a roddir 
Vr Bryddest orau. 
Mewn seremoni 
arbennig a gynhelir 
ar Ddydd Llun yr 
Eisteddfod, fe 
goronir Bardd gan 
yr Archdderwydd 
mewn seremoni 
ysblennydd. 

Dyma un o ddigwyd- 
diadau mwyaf cofiadwy 
unrhyw Eisteddfod. 

Mae golau'r Pafiliwn yn 
cael ei bylu ac mae ton 
o dawelwch yn disgyn 
dros y gynulleidfa wrth 
iddynt aros am alwad y 
Cyrn Gwlad. 

Ysgubir golau ar 
draws y pafiliwn cyn 
cyrraedd un man lie 
sefir y bardd buddugol 
ar ei d/thraed. Saifyr 
Archdderwydd ar y 
llwyfan yn ei regalia 
aur gyda’r Orsedd tu 
cefn iddo yn barod i 
gyfarch y bardd ary 
llwyfan. 

I’r beirdd ei hunain 
dyma benllanw misoedd 
o aros ers postio ’r 
gwaith erbyn y dyddiad 


THE cast of the St 
Cyres School pro¬ 
duction of the 
smash-hit musical 

We Will Rock You 
were amazed when 
they received a 
message of support 
from none other 
than rock legend, 
Brian May. 

In a poignant message 
to our students, on the 
20th anniversary of 
Freddie’s death, he said 
“do it for Freddie and the 
Vibe is with you!” 

The students did not 
fail Brian May, giving 
their performances all 
they had. The show was 
an outstanding success 
with two sell-out shows. 
Students belted out clas¬ 
sic Queen hits, to the 
delight of the packed 
hall. 

The audience clapped 
and stamped along, turn¬ 
ing our usually quiet hall 
into something more 
akin to a rock concert at 


cau gan ddefnyddio ffug 
enw yn hytrach na’i 
enwau bob dydd. 

Cedwir enw’r bardd 
buddugol yn gudd, gyda 
dim ond ychydig yn 
gwybod y gyfrinach. 
Mae ’r seremoni yn un 
gwefreiddiol un o 
uchafbwyntiau celfyd- 
dyd Cymraeg. 

Testun y Goron 
eleniyw ‘Ynys’gyda 
Cen Williams, Cyril 
Jones a Penri Roberts 
yn beirniadu. Noddir y 
Goron gan Gyngor Bro 
Morgannwg ac efallai 
bod rhai ohonoch wedi 
darllen yn ddiweddar 
fod y gemydd lleol 
Anne Morgan o Benarth 
wedi ei dewis i greu y 
Goron. 

Ond beth am sere- 
moni'au Coroni’r ddwy 
Eisteddfod arall sydd 
wedi ymweld a ’r Fro ? 

1920: Noddwydy 
Goron gan Mr TH 
Morley o Sully a rhod- 
dwyd gwerth o £30 
arni. Arddangoswyd y 
goron cyn yr Eisteddfod 
yn siopffenest John 
Jones & Co, 114 Holton 
Road y Bari. 

Dyfarnwyd y goron 
i lowr ifanc, James 
Evans, yn wreiddiol o 


Wembley Stadium. 

The main cast consist¬ 
ed of Tom James as 
Galileo, Lauren Phillips 
as Scaramouche, Elias 
Jamieson as Kashoggi, 
Elena Jamieson as Killer 
Queen, Loren Hoare as 
Meatloaf, Joshua Davey- 
Stewart as Britney 
Spears and Joe Green as 
Pop. 

However, the produc- 


Feulah, Castell Newydd 
Emlyn ond ar y pryd yn 
byw yn Ynyshir, 
Rhondda. Dyma ’r tro 
cyntaf i James Evans 
ennill y goron yn y 
Genedlaethol er iddo 
ennill sawl tro mewn 
Eisteddfodau lleol. 

Wedi dilyn cwrs 
gradd ym Mhrifysgol 
Cymru fe ’i hyfforddwyd 
ar gyfer y weinidogaeth 
ond yn 61 y South Wales 
News bu rhaid iddo 
“relinquish the pulpit 
for the pit due to a 
speech impediment”. 

Yn 61 yr adroddiad 
roedd yr olygfa yn y 
pafiliwn yn un ysbry- 
doledig gyda thorfo 
rhwng 10,000-12,000 
yn bresennol gyda’r 
Archdderwydd Dyfed 
wrth y llyw. 

YrAthro WJ 
Gruffydd oedd yn trad- 
dodi’rfeirniadaeth a 
darganjuwyd ynfuan 
nad oedd y dorfhelaeth 
yn gallu ei glywed ac 
felly bu’n rhaidffeindio 
‘megaphone ’ ar gyfer y 
feirniadaeth. 

Roedd yn feirni¬ 
adaeth halltfodd byn- 
nag, gyda ’r beirniad yn 
nodi taw dim ond tri o ’r 
17 a ymgeisiodd oedd 


tion could not have been 
such a success without 
the contributions of 
many more pupils 
onstage and backstage. 

This week, we have 
certainly seen some stars 
of the future, and if 
Freddie was looking 
down on the stage that- 
night, I am sure that he 
agrees! 


yn werth unrhyw ystyri- 
aeth. 

Yn 61 y Western Mail 
pan roddwyd y Goron 
ar ben y bardd roedd yn 
rhyfach a phan gododd 
ar ei draed fe gwym- 
podd y goron i’r llawr! 

Cafwyd cyntaf arall 
yn ystod yr Eisteddfod 
hefyd gan i’r gerdd fud- 
dugol gael ei chyhoeddi 
am y tro cyntaf yn union 
ar 61 y seremoni. 

1968: Noddwyd 
Coron Eisteddfod y Bari 
1968 gan Mr a Mrs 
Dan Evans y Bari ac 
roedd yn nodweddiadol 
am yffaith mai plastig 
oedd y prif ddefnydd. 
Penderfynwyd y byd- 
dai’n symbolig i ddefny¬ 
ddio ’r plastig yn y cynl- 
lun gan mai cynhyrchu 
plastig oedd un o brif 
ddiwydiannau’r dref. 
Creuwyd y goron gan 
Keith Redfem oedd ar y 
pryd yn un o ’r prif gynl- 
lunwyr oedd yn gwei- 
thio gyda ’r defnydd. 

Defnyddwyd plastig 
ac arian yn y cynllun 
gyda melfed porffor yn 
gorffen y gwaith i greu 
coron a ddisgrifiwyd ar 
y pryd yn y Fanerfel “ 
Portread celfydd o 
goron mewn defnydd 
cyfoes”. 

Derbyniwyd 22 o 
gerddi ar y testun 
‘Meini’ gyda phryddest 
gweinidog o ’r Rhondda, 
Parch Haydn Lewis 
oedd yn enedigol o 
Geredigion, yn fud- 
dugol. Ysbydoliwyd y 
gerdd gan farwolaeth ei 
unigferch ddeng 
mlynedd yn gynt ac 
roedd y gerdd yn ddily- 
niant o ’r gerdd a enil- 
lodd Coron Eisteddfod 
Dyffryn Maelor iddo yn 
1961. 

Daeth y dyfarniad 
fodd bynnag yn dilyn 
anghytundeb llwyr 
rhwng y beirniad, a’r 
unigffordd i ddatrys y 
broblem oedd i ddod a 
beirniad annibynnol i 
mewn. Roedd y tri 
beirniad; Dr Thomas 
Parry, Parch. Euros 
Bowen a Waldo 
Williams yn gytun ar y 
tri bardd gorau ymhlith 
y 22 ond roedd pob un 
ynffafrio cerdd 
wahanol. Am y tro 
cyntaf yn eu hanes bu ’n 
rhaid i Gyngor yr 
Eisteddfod apwyntio 
beirniad annibynnol a 
gofynnwyd i Alun 
Llywelyn Williams i 
benderfynu rhwng y tri 
acfe ddewisodd cerdd 
Haydn Lewis. 


Dyddiad cau cys- 
tadleuaeth Coron 
Eisteddfod Bro 
Morgannwg 2012 yw 
Ebrill laf acfe gynhelir 
Seremoni'r Coroni ym 
Mhafiliwn yr Eisteddfod 
ar ddydd Llun, Awst 6ed 
am 4.30pm. 

Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Eisteddfod 

CROWN 

ONE of the main 
prizes awarded at 
any Eisteddfod is 
the Crown, award¬ 
ed for the best 
Pryddest (long 
poem in free 
metre). During a 
special ceremony, 
which is held on the 
Monday of the 
Eisteddfod week, 
the winning poet is 
crowned by the 
Archdruid in a 
spectacular cere¬ 
mony. 

It is one of the most 
memorable moments at 
any National 

Eisteddfod. The 

Pavilion lights are 
dimmed and an expec¬ 
tant hush descends upon 
the capacity audience as 
they await the fanfare of 
horns. Lights sweep 
across a sea of faces 
until one, and only one 
person rises. 

On stage, the 
Archdruid stands in his 
golden regalia, while 
behind him, the green, 


blue and white robed 
rows of Gorsedd mem¬ 
bers make for a striking 
backcloth. 

For the writers them¬ 
selves, the drama will 
have started months 
before as they rush to 
get their entries in on 
time, using pseudonyms 
instead of their real 
names. The winner’s 
identity will be kept a 
very close secret known 
to only a few. The rest 
of the ceremony is just 
thrilling - it is one of the 
great spectacles of 
Welsh culture. 

The subject for this 
year’s Crown is ‘Ynys’ 
(Island) and will be 
adjudicated by Cen 
Williams, Cyril Jones 
and Penri Roberts. The 
Crown will be spon¬ 
sored by the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council and 
you may have read 
recently that local jew¬ 
eller, Anne Morgan from 
Penarth has been chosen 
to design and create the 
crown. 

But what of the 
crowning ceremonies of 
the two other 
Eisteddfodau that have 
visited the Vale of 
Glamorgan? 

1920: The Crown was 
sponsored by Mr TH 
Morley JP of Sully and 
valued at £30 and was 
displayed in Barry in the 
shop window of John 
Jones & Co. Drapers at 
114 Holton Road before 
the Eisteddfod. 

The crown was 
awarded to a young col¬ 
lier James Evans, origi¬ 
nally from Beulah, 
Newcastle Emlyn, but at 


the time living in 
Ynyshir, Rhondda. 

This was the first time 
James Evans had won 
the National Eisteddfod 
Crown although he had 
won several crowns at 
local Eisteddfodau. He 
was a University gradu¬ 
ate who trained initially 
as a Minister, but 
according to the South 
Wales News writing at 
the time, had to “relin¬ 
quish the pulpit for the 
pit due to a speech 
impediment”. 

The scene in the 
pavilion during the cere¬ 
mony it was reported 
was an inspiring one 
with an estimated 
10,000-12,000 people 
present and the 
Archdruid, Dyfed in 
charge of proceedings. 

One of the adjudica¬ 
tors Professor WJ 
Gruffydd, who soon 
found that his voice 
would not carry to the 
large crowd present and 
had to resort to using a 
megaphone, delivered a 
scathing critique of 
those who had entered 
the crown competition, 
noting that only three of 
the 17 were worthy of 
consideration. 

According to the 
Western Mail, when the 
crown was placed on the 
head of the winning bard 
it was found to be too 
small, and a great deal of 
amusement was caused 
when the poet rose from 
his knees the crown 
slipped from his head on 
to the stage. 

For the first time the 
winning poet’s work 
was published immedi¬ 
ately after the ceremony. 

1968: The 1968 
Barry Eisteddfod Crown 
was sponsored by Mr & 
Mrs Dan Evans of Barry 
- it was noteworthy as 
the main material used 
in the crown was plastic. 

It was decided that as 
the production of plastic 
was one of the main 
industries associated 
with Barry it would be 
symbolic to use the 
material in the design. 

The crown was 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D699. 

• £2000: 625234. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £5,000 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 608825, 

834846, 555678, 248544, 
749144, 191703, 261478, 
792374, 352910, 829172, 
874607, 244982, 320560, 
531885, 572018, 745831, 
534804, 239279, 672470, 
200627.. 

• £5:738518,232973, 
632330, 224828,715808, 
549732, 468357, 358346, 
720334, 240068, 347038, 
281387, 383486, 217979, 


designed and created by 
Keith Redfern, who was 
one of the leading 
designers working with 
the material at the time. 
Both plastic and silver 
were used and the crown 
was finished with purple 
velvet to create what 
was described at the 
time as an “artistic 
crown using contempo¬ 
rary materials.” 

Twenty two poems 
were submitted for the 
competition, the subject 
of which was Meini 
(Stones) and the Crown 
was won by Rhondda 
Minister, the Rev Haydn 
Lewis, who was origi¬ 
nally from Ceredigion. 

The poem was 
inspired by the death ten 
years previously of his 
only daughter and was a 
continuation of the 
poem which won the 
Rev Lewis the Crown at 
the 1961 Maelor Valley 
Eisteddfod. 

The award, however, 
came only after a very 
unusual deadlock 
between the adjudica¬ 
tors. 

Each of the three 
wanted to award the 
crown to a different poet 
and the argument could 
only be resolved by 
inviting an outsider to 
decide. 

All three judges, Dr 
Thomas Parry, Rev 
Euros Bowen and Waldo 
Williams, all agreed 
which of the 22 were the 
best three poems, but 
each favoured a differ¬ 
ent one for the prize. 

The Eisteddfod 

Council, for the first 
time in its history, then 
appointed Alun 

Llywelyn Williams to 
choose between the 
three poems and he 
chose the poem written 
by Durtur y Maen which 
was the pseudonym of 
the Rev Lewis. 

The closing date for 
this year’s crown com¬ 
petition is April 1, and 
the Crowning ceremony 
will be held in the 
Eisteddfod Pavilion on 
Monday, August 6, at 
4.30pm. 


755594, 703946, 445012, 
635651, 407947, 492147, 
507548, 782770, 826655, 
950762, 416669, 312068, 
345613, 556919, 650026, 
980782, 879816, 243542, 
173909, 866367, 276799, 
238482, 701092, 507016, 
587753, 834998, 834424, 
461216, 252153, 553748, 
877778, 205175, 623182, 
145786, 294143, 935668, 
653318, 816410, 624442, 
473275, 240287, 828708, 
756484, 912421, 303046, 
435564. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 02920 
672062. 


Lessons and carols 
in St Lawrence 


ON Sunday, December 11, at 
3pm, the Friends of St 
Lawrence at Lavernock are 
holding their Christmas Service 
of Nine Lessons and Carols in 
the listed medieval church 
building. 

Leading the service will be the 
honorary chaplain, Rev Margaret 
Starke, with Ann Thomas playing the 
organ. All are welcome. 


Mince pies and mulled wine will be 
served following the service, at the 
Marconi Holiday Village by invita¬ 
tion of Mr Colin Kitsall and his fam¬ 
ily, to which all are welcome. 

Free parking is available close to 
the church, which is at the sea end of 
the lane Fort Road; the turning south 
off Lavernock Road, opposite the 
field entrance to Cosmeston Medieval 
Village. Enquiries to 02920 707300. 


Students rock the 
stage for Freddie! 



Above and below: Members of the cast 
are pictured during the performance. 



Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 
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MP JOINS ROYAL MAIL CALL... 

‘Post early to be in 
time for Christmas’ 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has visited 
Royal Mail’s deliv¬ 
ery office at 
Llandow to pass on 
his Christmas wish¬ 
es and encourage¬ 
ment to the staff at 
their busiest time of 
year. 

Mr Cairns was shown 
around by local manager 
Kevin Ryan and was 
introduced to postmen 
and women striving to 
deliver the Vale’s share 
of the estimated total 
Wales’ postbag of more 
than 200 million items. 

Mr Cairns said: “It 
was great to meet the 
team at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Delivery 
Office, and to hear first¬ 
hand just how much 
effort they put into deliv¬ 
ering the Christmas post 
to residents and business¬ 
es across the area. 

“Posties do such an 
important job at this time 
of year and I’d like to 
thank them for their 
efforts and wish them all 
the best over the busy 
festive p 

The MP said he was 
also told how important 
it is for people to make 
sure they use postcodes 



Pictured left to right: Kevin Ryan, Delivery 
Office Manager and Alun Cairns MP 


on all items of mail, as 
this ensures a more effi¬ 
cient sorting process. 

The team of nearly 40 
staff, were keen to let 
their local MP know that 
it was also key for people 
to post their Christmas 
items as soon as possible. 

Kevin Ryan, the man¬ 
ager at Llandow, said: 
“The postal staff do a 
fantastic job at this time 
of year, to ensure that 
friends and families stay 
in touch through their 
Christmas greetings and 
gifts. 

“As usual, we urge our 
customers to post early 
so that friends and family 
have longer to enjoy their 


Christmas greetings!” 

The last posting dates for 

mail are as follows: 

• Tuesday, December 
20 for 1st Class items. 

• Saturday, December 
17 for 2nd Class 
items. 

• Thursday, December 
22 for Special 
Delivery items. 

• Monday, December 
12 for airmail items 
to Western Europe. 

• Friday, December 9 
for Eastern Europe, 
the USA, Canada and 
Japan. 

• Monday, December 5 
for mail to the rest 
of the world. 


Youth Forum wins 


praise from the AM 



RIGHT: 

Jess Peters, chair of 
Vale Youth Forum, 
is pictured with 
Jane Hutt AM. 

THE Vale Youth 
Forum AGM, 
chaired by Jess 
Peters at the 
library in King 
Square last week, 
was hosted by the 
Mayor of the Vale, 
Coun John 
Clifford. 

Trustee Jane Hutt, 
AM for the Vale, said: 
“It’s wonderful to see 
how Vale Youth Forum 
has developed over the 
past year. There is a 
wide representation of 
young people from 
across the county play¬ 
ing their part in this 
important forum, so 
that young people can 
express their views and 
influence government 
policy. 

“The Vale Youth 


Forum is fortunate to 
have inspirational 
young people like Jess 
Peters from 
Gibbonsdown Youth 
Forum, who chairs the 
Forum - to encourage 
the young citizens of 
the Vale to get 
involved.” 

The young people at 
the AGM were pre¬ 
sented with certificates 
for their involvement 
in the Forum. 


Latest GEM 
competition 
winners 

CHRISTMAS shop- 
ping vouchers to the 
value of £25 have been 
won by GEM readers. 

In The GEM’s Llantwit 
Major shopping feature 
(November 17) the win¬ 
ner was Mr Chris Rees of 
Caerau, Maesteg. 

Mr Rees has given the 
voucher to his mother, 
Mrs Olive Rees, and she 
will be spending her £25 
at Sloan and Co in 
Llantwit. 

The GEM’s 

Cowbridge shopping 
competition (December 
1) was won by Mrs J 
Jenkins of Pontyclun, 
and she has chosen to 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna dvm, mrcvs 
Mrs Sonia Susanna dvm, mrcvs 

Has your pet already received 
its primary vaccinations and 1st 
booster? If so, take advantage of our 

‘Vaccine For Life’ offer 
Cats £149.99 - Dogs £139.99 

This offer does not include Kennel Cough vaccines. 



North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 


Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 


spend her £25 in High 
Street Jewellers, 

Cowbridge. 

Congratulations to 
our winners: keep look¬ 
ing out for more great 
GEM competitions! 


The perfect Christmas present ... 
GIFT VOUCHERS NOW AVAILABLE 



: 20 % 
VOUCHER 


(on all orders placed before 
■7 25th December 201 1)V^ 


Future Window Solutions offers 
commitment and great customer service 

Craig Harewood 

~ CRAIG and Dina Harewood of Future Window Solutions, which has 
provided home improvement and building services to commercial 
and residential clients for many years, believe that the company’s 
attention to detail is one of its great strengths. 

Craig explained: “We are a family run company and have grown from strength to 
strength with our commitment and the fact that good customer service is our priority. 

“Future Window Solutions are members of Network Veka. It is an independent 
nationwide organisation set up to give our customers peace of mind that they have 
selected a highly respected and professional local company that has the backing of a 
national trade organisation. 

“Veka constantly monitors our performance to ensure we maintain the high standard 
of workmanship that is not only required for our continued membership, but also to 
ensure all our work and products meet the required standards set by the Government’s 
building regulations that covers energy performance that will help save on your 
' energy bills.” 

Among the company’s clients are Domestic Property, Ashgrove School Penarth, Mynydd Cynfig School Bridgend, Barclays 
Bank branches, Dwr Cymru, Youth Offenders’ Centre, car showrooms, local estate agencies and Local Authorities. 

Dina said: “We offer a wide range of products and services. 

“All types of building work are ‘project managed’ from planning all the way through to completion. 

“We supply and install high quality Veka PVC-u windows, doors, sash, bi-folds and other materials. 

“We also specialise in conservatories, organgeries, and garage conversions. The products we supply are ‘energy efficient’ | 
as standard. 

“The company also provides a ‘no job is too small’ repair 
service.” 

Future Window Solutions takes pride in the fact that the 
majority of enquiries come via recommendation and believe its 
high standards is responsible for the work. 

Craig added: “People should be assured that all tenders and 
enquiries will have our full co-operation and full attention at all 
times. 

“Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any 
further information.” 

Future Window Solutions would like to wish all its 
customers a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all the 
team. 

Craig and Dina Harewood would also like to thank the staff 
I and team for all their hard work this year. 


..mdo 


. 


*1 ’ * * 


The Future Window Solutions team is celebrating 
another successful year. 




Future 


Window 


Solutions^ 


futurewindow@btconnect.com 
www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 

MAKE YOUR HOUSE MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS WINTER 
WITH YOUR LOCAL HOME n 
IMPROVEMENT COMPANY 


All 

pictures 
are of works 
carried out by 
Future 
Window 
Solutions 


■ mm 




OPEN: Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm 
Open soon on Saturdays 

New Address 

(new showroom open soon) 

Unit 3C, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

Freephone: 0800 032 0921 


•A rated energy efficient 
glass as standard 
* Garage conversions 
• Full design packages 
for all orangeries, 
conservatories & kitchens 
•Free estimates and 
quotations 
No job too small 


ALL OUR PRODUCTS 
COME WITH A 10 YEAR 
INSURANCE BACKED 
GUARANTEE 


pjHUiljk VHU 
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‘Help us to 
help elderly’ 

- CRISIS CONCERN 


AGE Concern 
Cardiff and the Vale 
of Glamorgan, is 
appealing to the 
public to help raise 
funds towards sup¬ 
porting older people 
in crisis. 

The ‘Crisis Concern’ 
appeal was launched on 
Monday (December 5), 
and assists people who 
are vulnerable, isolated 
and in poverty who find 
themselves in need of 
support in these tough 
economic times. 

‘Age Concern already 
spends £5,000 a year to 
benefit around 40 indi¬ 
vidual older people. 

We need to double the 
money available this 
year,” said Karen Steele, 
Relationship 
Development Officer. 

“The £10,000 we are 


asking people to help us 
raise will be spent 
through payments made 
to the supplier of goods 
or services. Payments are 
not made to individual 
applicants. 

“Grants are typically 
awarded at around £150 
to £200 and your dona¬ 
tion will help older peo¬ 
ple in crisis. 

“It will help replace or 
repair essentials such as: 
furniture, a fridge, wash¬ 
ing machine, cooker, 
some other electrical 
goods, beds, bedding and 
clothing.” 

To find out more about 
the Crisis Concern 
appeal, visit www.age- 
concem-cardijf.org.uk or 
contact Age Concern 
Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan on 02920 
527 186. 


Ty Hafan plea 
as the public’s 
donations fall 


LIKE many charities 
across the country, 
the Sully-based Ty 
Hafan children’s hos¬ 
pice has reported a 
big drop in the num¬ 
ber and value of 
donations during the 
economic downturn, 
spokeswoman Liz 
Rundle revealed this 
week 

“Together with the 
fact that the hospice has 
experienced a signifi¬ 
cant increase in the 
number of families 
being referred to the 
service over the last 
year, this means that, 
like many similar chari¬ 
ties, times are getting 
tougher,” she said. 

“Many of our fami¬ 
lies have come to 
depend upon the support 


we give them in caring 
for their child, or in 
some cases children. 
This makes us very 
mindful of the fact that, 
somehow, Ty Hafan has 
to find the financial 
means to keep going 
both now and in the 
years to come. 

“Whilst we fully 
recognise the constraints 
that family budgets are 
under, we ask that those 
who can, continue to 
help us meet the £3 mil¬ 
lion annual bill of run¬ 
ning the hospice and 
being there for those 
families.” 

To support one of 
Wales ’ most needed 
charities, visit 
www.tyhafan.org or, 
alternatively, call 029 
2067 2060. 


L AST WEEK, The GEM reported 
on the official opening of the £4 
million Vale of Glamorgan 
Memorial Park and Crematorium, based 
on Port Road East, Barry. 

The company behind the new facility in the 
Vale is Memoria Ltd. 

It’s chairman and chief operating officer, 
Howard Hodgson, explained that the compa¬ 
ny’s aim is to help people when they are fac¬ 
ing the most traumatic time in their lives - the 
loss of a loved one. 

“Memoria Limited has a mission to provide 
exceptional standards of service and facility to 
the bereaved families that use its Crematoria 
and Gardens of Remembrance. 

“This is because it is not only commercially 
sensible to do so, but it is also an essential act 
of human decency towards people who have 
just lost a much-loved member of their family 
or friend. 

“Bereavement is the price we must all pay 
for the joy of loving and being loved. The loss 
of a loved one is the most stressful, unhappy 
and traumatic experience that we will face in 
life. 

“We at Memoria realise that we are unable 
to eradicate such pain, but we also know it is 
our responsibility and duty to be as efficient, 
kind, respectful and polite as humanly possible 
to our clients at their time of grief and there- 


CHARITY CHRISTMAS 

TREE FESTIVAL 

THE Penarth Christmas Tree Festival 
takes place on Saturday (December 10) 
and Sunday. It starts with breakfast with 
Santa for accompanied children from 
9.30pm on Saturday, in the Community 
Hall, Albert Road. 

The Town Mayor, the Town Crier, Santa and the 
Piper, will assemble at 10.45am to lead a procession 
of children and families up through Belle Vue Park 
to the church steps. 

The Mayor will declare the festival open and 45 
decorated trees will be on display inside the church, 
while local musicians and singers will perform. 

Entrance £2.50, concessions £2, children admit¬ 
ted free. Proceeds in aid of three selected charities 
- Singing for the Brain, Leprosy International, and 
Autistic Society Cymru. 

Festival hours: Saturday llam-5pm; Sunday 
12pm-5pm. 


Councillors’ surgery 

LABOUR councillors for Castleland, Chris 
Elmore, Pamela Drake and Karl Kuhnell, 
will be holding their monthly advice sur¬ 
gery this Saturday (December 10) between 
10.30am and 12pm in the Castleland 
Community Centre, Barry. 

Residents are asked to note the change of loca¬ 
tion. No appointment is necessary. Anyone not able 
to attend, can contact Coun Chris Elmore on 07867 
506 116, or 01446 402 220 



Memoria aims to provide 
help at a time of need at 
£4m park/crematorium 


The Brand New 
Memorial Park 
and Crematorium 
serving the 
Vale of Glamorgan 



Port Road East, Barry 
CF62 9PX 
Tel. 01446 724040 
Email: vog@memoria.org.uk 

www.memoria.org.uk 
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Thomas Bros 

Indepedent 
Funeral Directors 

► Lady in Attendance 

► Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 


Advertise your business 
across 41,000 newspapers AND 
online with The Glamorgan GEM - 
email gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 
or call 01446 774484 


after, when they return to remember their cher¬ 
ished relatives or friends. 

“Therefore, it is our aim to provide immacu¬ 
lately clean and tidy facilities in tranquil and 
beautiful surroundings, attended by people who 
are sincerely dedicated to our mission and who 
take a great pride in their work as a result. ” 


Amlosgfa Llangrallo 
Coychurch Crematorium 

Tel: 01656 656605 Fax: 01656 668108 



■ A joint Local Authority Crematorium provided by 
Bridgend County Council,Vale of Glamorgan County 
Council and Rhondda Cynon Taff County Council. 
Serving bereaved families from any area, since 1970, 
with no out of area cremation fee surcharges applied. 

■ Grade 2* listed building, designed by a world famous 
architect, displaying world renowned stained glass of 
breathtaking proportion, set in beautiful grounds. Two 
impressive chapels with outstanding pipe organs. High 
tech computerised facilities for recorded music provi¬ 
sion, plus audio and video recording and webcasting. 
Providing a comprehensive range of services to the 
bereaved, catering for all religious or non-religious 
backgrounds. 

■ Working closely with families, Funeral Directors, 
Health Authorities and Voluntary Organisations, the 
Crematorium aims to meet the needs of the bereaved 
it serves with compassion, dignity and respect in a 
tranquil and sympathetic environment. 

■ At the forefront of the provision of high quality 
bereavement care, incorporating the latest advances in 
technology and memorialisation. 

Named runner up in the category of ‘Best Crematorium 
and Grounds’ in the UK’s Cemetery of the Year awards, for 
“excellence and innovation in crematorium 
management, design and customer service”. 

A Green Flag Award winner 2010 and 2011, in recognition 
of a well managed, high quality facility and green space. 
Staff will be pleased to provide further information 
on the full range of services available at the 
Crematorium, upon request. 

Please address your enquiries to: 

Coychurch Crematorium, 

■ ] Coychurch, Bridgend, CF35 6AB 
Tel: 01656 656605 
Fax: 01656 668108 

Email: joanna.hamilton@bridgend.gov.uk 

coychurchcrematorium@bridgend.gov.uk 


II 


QUALITY 

MEMORIALS 

• Compassionate, Reliable Service 

• 10 Year No Quibble Guarantee 

• Fixed Price Quotations 

• Quality Memorials 
To British Standard 

New Memorials, Added Inscriptions 
Maintenance, Restorations and 
Memorial Insurance 


£150 worth of 
inscription letters 

With all New Memorails & 
Added inscriptions over £500 


Visit John at 

South Wales Monuments Ltd 

Van Road, Caerphilly CF83 1JZ 

Tel: Free On: 0500 295581 

35 Commercial Street, Maesteg CF34 9DH 

Edwards Memorials 

1 South Street, Bridgend CF31 3ED 

Harding & Sons 

The Old Garage, Laleston, Bridgend CF32 OHG 

V_ www.headstonesonline.com y 


A century of tender 
and loving care... 

T HE Brian Thomas family incorpo¬ 
rated the David Wilde business 42 
years ago, and between them have 
extended their professional care and 
expertise for more than 100 years. 

The David Wilde chapel of rest has been tender¬ 
ly restored with a complete extemal/internal refur¬ 
bishment to move with the times. 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans are avail¬ 
able from this independent business, which is SAIF 
affiliated. 

Please contact us on 01656 668967. 


prtan {Kfjoma* 

Independent Family Funeral Service 
Private Chapel of Rest. 24 Hour Service. 
Incorporating David Wilde Mawdlam, 
North Comelly. 

Established over 100 years. 
Specialist Golden Charter 
Prepaid Funeral Plans (S.A.I.F. Associated) 

20 Chestnut Way, Bryntirion, 
Bridgend, CF31 4ER 

Tel: 01656 668967 Or Mobile: 07768 717721 


BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 



The Babies 
Memorial Garden 

MERTHYR DYFAN 
CEMETERY 

Now also available 
Cremated Remains Memorial Planter 

Anyone requiring further information 
on the Memorial Plaques, please 
contact Barry Town Council on 

(01446) 738663 

(Subject to new conditions) 


□ □□ 


SOUND 

»MC tOUMD CNGltvCCOt 


"to ji tftifphi 

lake Ceuta, 


W** ait* il Be Ik#J toff# ftrecton 

41 Ml II p'ltdnqtftj' ll> M#t kali Wjitt 

jSBBBS EXSKB fcCaSfiP gBfriilSfr 


267 Holton Road, Barry 

til. OI1I6 722711 
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h Bereavemen 

ADVERTISEMENT FEATUR 


FUNERAL PLANS CAN EASE THE 
STRAIN AT A TRAUMATIC TIME 


N othing 

can prepare 
you for the 
emotional shock of 
losing someone 
close, even if the 
death was expect¬ 
ed. 


When the bereave¬ 
ment occurs, a funeral 
for a member of your 
family will probably be 
one of the most diffi¬ 
cult days of your life. 

No one wants to 
leave their loved ones 
to deal with the stress 


of funeral arrangements 
and the costs at what is 
already a difficult time. 

That’s why pre-paid 
funeral plans have 
become so popular, let¬ 
ting you arrange and 
pay for your funeral in 
advance, giving peace 


Funeral Plans from 
Park Funeral Directors Ltd 


7 Tynewydd 
Road, Barry 
CF62 8HB 


Peace of mind from your local 
independent funeral director 


A funeral plan can give you complete peace of mind 

• and even save you money. We recommend Golden Charter 
Funeral Plans, available from Park Funeral Directors Ltd. 
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Making provision for 
your funeral in advance 


T AKING a decision now 
to plan for your funeral 
and to cover its costs at 
today’s prices allows you to 
remove potential anguish for 
your family and get on with 
living your life to the full, 
without having to worry 
about what happens after¬ 
wards. 

A pre-paid funeral plan is a totally 
secure and cost-effective method of 
ensuring that your funeral is arranged 
and paid for with the minimum of 
fuss and at no extra cost to your loved 
ones. 

It also means that any wishes you 
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of mind to you and 
your family. 

These days, as funer¬ 
al costs are rising, and 
everyone has to watch 
the family budget, find¬ 
ing the most cost-effec¬ 
tive way to provide for 
a funeral is very impor¬ 
tant. 

A pre-paid funeral 
plan has two major 
advantages; firstly, by 
ensuring that no large 
bill is left for your fam¬ 
ily; and secondly, 
knowing that the 
arrangements which 
you choose will be car¬ 
ried out exactly as you 
wish. 

“We’ve seen a steady 
demand for pre-paid 
funeral plans,” said 
Lyndsay Ellis of Park 
Independent Funeral 
Directors in Barry. 

“In tough times, peo¬ 
ple are more careful 
and want to make a 
provision. 

“We’ve also noticed 
that costs are important 
and a worry to many 
couples. 

“There are a number 
of ways in which fami¬ 
lies can provide cover 
while minimising the 
costs. 

“One terrific feature 
of the Golden Charter 
plan, which we offer, is 
the ability, at no extra 


cost, to offer joint plans 
which come into force 
whenever the first per¬ 
son in a couple passes 
away. Not all funeral 
plan companies offer 
this benefit. 

“Everything your 
family and friends ever 
thought about a loved 
one can be expressed 
on that day, and it is 
important, as that helps 
the natural grieving 
process, rather than 
making it more diffi¬ 
cult. 

“We have been serv¬ 
ing the local communi¬ 
ty for almost two years, 
and provide a profes¬ 
sional service to people 
24 hours-a-day, all 
year. 

“We pride ourselves 
on personal service and 
on conducting our¬ 
selves with the kind¬ 
ness and understanding 
needed at such a time.” 

Park Independent 
Funeral Directors is an 
independent family 
firm, established in 
2010. It is a local busi¬ 
ness which is proud to 
serve the community. 

Lyndsay added: “Our 
service to you begins as 
soon as you contact us, 
and often extends far 
beyond the day of the 
funeral.” 


have for the arrangements will be car¬ 
ried out in accordance with your 
instructions. 

You can choose from a number of 
standard options to match your budg¬ 
et and preferences, and specify partic¬ 
ular requirements within those 
options. 

At any stage we’ll be happy to 
assist you in your choice and answer 
any questions you may have in a sen¬ 
sitive manner. 

Please feel free to contact us at 
any time for further information on 
pre-paid funerals and the services we 
provide. Please visit our website 
www.melandronwatkinsfuneralser- 
vices.co.uk or feel free to call us on 
01656 860545. 


The benefits of 
owning a cat 


H AVE you ever 
considered an 
older cat, 

instead of a kitten, as 
a companion? 

Medical research has 
indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six 
months to eight years 
old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 
10 years of life, which 
might suit a much older 
person and give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have 
been neutered and 
microchipped. Some are 
a little nervous as they 
are used to older people 
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MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



W James & Sons: caring 
support for 150 years 


H ere at w 

James & 
Sons, we 

have been provid¬ 
ing support and 
professional funeral 
arrangements for 
more than 150 
years. 

We pride ourselves on 
offering a caring service 
to every customer we 
meet, to help them 
through a time of sorrow 
and emotional distress. 

We are an independ¬ 
ent, family-run funeral 
directors based in 
Rhoose and we can 
promise you first class 
funeral services and 
guidance, whatever you 
decide. 

W James & Sons are 
available 24 hours-a-day, 
so you can feel secure in 
the knowledge that your 
loved one will be treated 
with the respect and dig¬ 
nity they deserve, when¬ 
ever they need it. 

Our professional serv¬ 
ices include: 


• Established 1860, 
member of NAFD. 

• Floral tributes. 

• Professional and 
caring service. 

• Sympathetic and 
respectful. 

• Pre-paid funeral 
plans (written details on 
request). 

• Available 24 hours. 

• Personal attention 
and support. 

• Private chapel of 
rest. 


• Service chapel for 
all denominations. 

We are approved sup¬ 
pliers of Golden Charter 
funeral plans and mem¬ 
ber of NAFD, showing 
that we are funeral direc¬ 
tors who can be relied 
on to deliver the funeral 
worthy of your loved 
one. 

For advice and sup¬ 
port about our funeral 
services, call W James 
& Sons today on 01446 
710096. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


AG Adams & Son are 
there to guide you 


who might have had to 
give them up to go into 
homes themselves, leav¬ 
ing their companion 
behind. These would 
adapt to a quiet, loving 
home environment. 

Currently, we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family or peo¬ 
ple to care for them. 

For an appointment 
or further information, 
please telephone 
Maesteg Animal Welfare 
Society on 01656 
721496, or 01656 
769855. Please leave a 
message on our answer- 
phone if we are not 
available. 

If you have any dona¬ 
tions, bric-a-brac or any 
unwanted items, call our 
shop on 01656 738977 
or 01656 721496. 


I T is a very sad 
fact of life that 
at some stage 
we will all be 
affected by 
bereavement. 

When bereavement 
occurs, one of your 
first contacts is your 
local funeral director. 

For more than 100 
years, staff from AG 
Adams & Son in Barry 
have been there to 
guide bereaved families 
in everything that is 
required to provide the 
perfect final journey 
for their loved ones. 

Robert, Tony and 
Mary live in the town, 


are friends and neigh¬ 
bours of people from 
the town, and therefore 
always wish to do the 
best for their town 
neighbours. 


With the assistance 
of Alan and Arthur, 
who live in the sur¬ 
rounding area, we will 
be there to guide you 
whenever you need us. 


A.G. Adams & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Serving the community in 
Barry and its surrounding 
areas for over 100 years 


Gladstone Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 735128 
www. my loca I f u nera Id i rector, co.uk 


Legal services help you plan 


H ave you 
considered 
planning for 
your future? Are 
you looking for 
peace of mind? 

Gaskell and Walker 
Solicitors can help you 
achieve both these 
objectives with our wide 
range of legal services, 
tailored for clients to 
enjoy their later life. 

We specialise in 
‘Lasting Powers of 
Attorney’ for financial 
matters and personal 
welfare, and we have a 
specialist mental health 
department, so we are 
able to advise patients, 
both in the community 
and in hospital, about 
their legal rights. 

If you have concerns 
about the validity of 
your will, or questions 
about your property title 
deeds that you need 
answered, we can com¬ 
plete a review for you 


and put your mind at 
rest. 

Enjoying your retire¬ 
ment is simpler than you 


think - contact us today 
on 01446 772212 
(Cowbridge) or 01656 
653122 (Bridgend). 


For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal services 
including: Conveyancing - 
Residental and Commercial 

Free written quotations on request 

Appointments available at both offices 

Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 
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FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • CHOPS • STEAKS * MARINATED MEATS * CHICKEN • PORK • BEEF * ETC - 
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THE MEAT SUPERSTORE 


Wales Largest Fresh Meat and Frozen Food Outlet 




CHRISTMAS MEAT SPECIALS 


BUY EARLY AND SAVE UP TO 50% 



ONLY \ - 

£ 4.99 

.A PACK A 




HALF PRICE FREEZER OFFERS 
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1 HALF 
PRICE 


Offers valid until Sunday 18th December - Subject to availability 



OPEN 


DAYS 

Mon-Sat 
8.00am - 5.30pm 
Sunday 

9.00am - 2.00pm 


WE ARE NOW TAKING 
ORDERS FOR CHRISTMAS 

Turkey Crowns • Scotch Beef 
Fresh Turkeys - Duck - Chickens 
Legs of Pork - Gammon Joints 
Welsh Leg of Lamb 

Plus Much, Much More! 



vm 


= HOWTO FIND US: 

THE MEAT Turn at traffic lights at 
SUPERSTORE Do w Corning and hea d 
z up Palmerston Road, 


Unit 5/ Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 


•lCW. 


turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 
Set your sat navto 

^ CF63 2XA ^ 



(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 
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Research that traps 
festive drink-drivers 


Cabinet member for visible and building services, Coun Geoffrey Cox, with the Vale Council waste management team. 

Council workers produce movie 
to beat tough recycling targets 


VALE Council workers have 
become movie moguls - in their 
quest to beat tough recycling tar¬ 
gets. 

Staff have worked together to produce 
an in-house video in time for the two- 
month anniversary of the council’s roll¬ 
out of mixed recycling (co-mingling). 

Mixed recycling (co-mingling) was 
introduced in the Vale in September, to 
help the Vale meet the Welsh 
Government’s 52 per cent recycling and 
composting targets by 2012/13. 

But kerbside co-mingling has been 
such a success, the Vale is on track to beat 
its targets a year early. 

In the first seven weeks after it was 
rolled out, an extra 43 per cent recycled 
material went to Biffa’s Cardiff recycling 
plant. 

Not content with resting on their lau¬ 
rels, staff want to make inroads into the 
2015/16 target of 58 per cent. 

They are hoping the short film, which 


will be available on the council’s website, 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, will 
encourage the Vale’s eco-savvy residents 
to recycle even more. 

The film lifts the lid on exactly what 
happens to the Vale’s recycling; from tips 
about what and how to recycle, to meeting 
some of the crew who take it away, to 
seeing how it is sorted at the council’s 
waste management contractors’ plant in 
Cardiff, the full process is laid bare. 

Head of visible services, Miles Punter 
said: “We made the film on a shoestring 
budget to hopefully educate, entertain and 
engage our residents. 

“It is vital to help them understand the 
difference that diverting material from 
landfill makes. Their actions today will 
impact on generations to come.” 

Cabinet member for visible and build¬ 
ing services, Coun Geoffrey Cox, said: 
“By making the film available through 
social media, as well as on the council’s 
website, we hope it will reach a more 
diverse audience and give residents a sim¬ 


ple way to share the recycling message; 
encouraging even more people to get on 
board with our popular co-mingling serv¬ 
ice.” 

Mr Punter said the efforts of eco-savvy 
residents in the Vale of Glamorgan have 
exceeded the expectations of council staff. 
He added: “The tremendous efforts of the 
residents have resulted in us being on the 
way to beating our recycling targets a 
year early. Our target for 2015/16 is 58 
per cent, which I think is achievable much 
sooner. 

“If this trend continues, we could soon 
be leading the way in Wales, not just 
south Wales, for recycling once again.” 

To watch the video, visit www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk, or Facebook 
www.facebook.com/valeofglamorganlife 
or Twitter @ VOGCouncil. You can also 
get in touch by email: visible@vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk or by telephoning: 
01446 700 111. 


PICTURED 
(left to right, 
back row): Ian 
Jones, manag¬ 
ing director; Dr 
Paul Williams, 
international 
marketing direc¬ 
tor. 

Front row: 
Mark Abella, 
Lion 
Laboratories 
and Alun 
Cairns MP 



VALE MP Alun 
Cairns visited Lion 
Laboratories in 
Barry, ahead of the 
annual drink-driv¬ 
ing campaign, to 
find out more about 
the firm behind the 
breathalysing tech¬ 
nologies used by 
police. 

Lion Laboratories, 
based on the Ty Verlon 
Industrial Estate in Barry, 
is a successful specialist 
in the field of breath 
alcohol analysis. 

It supplies much of the 
equipment used by the 
UK Police, and export to 
70 countries worldwide, 
through a network of 
local distributors. 

Mr Cairns said: “It 
was really interesting to 
find out how the breath¬ 
testing units have been 


developed. Ian Jones, 
the managing director, 
and Dr Paul Williams the 
international marketing 
director, highlighted 
business development 
issues and concerns that I 
will look to raise with the 
Minister back in 
Westminster.” 

The Vale MP heard 
first-hand from the direc¬ 
tors how the local firm, 
established in the early 
1970s now employs 77 
people at the Barry 
research and manufactur¬ 
ing site. 

Mr Cairns added: “It 
was good to hear about 
the new technologies 
they are developing, 
including the ‘Interlock’ 
device which is fitted as 
an ignition immobiliser 
on commercial vehicles. 

“The directors 

expressed concerns 
regarding potential 


growth opportunities 
within the European mar¬ 
ketplace and I will be 
raising these issues with 
the Minister.” 

Dr Paul Williams, 
international marketing 
director at Lion 
Laboratories, said: 

“The increasingly 
competitive world means 
that Lion has to fight for 
each order it acquires - 
whether from police 
forces at home or abroad. 

“It was very useful to 
talk with Alun, and to 
explain some of the 
unfair practices that we 
occasionally encounter. 

“Hopefully, if some 
of these can be resolved, 
then not only will this 
assist Lion directly and 
the people of Barry we 
employ - but, of course, 
UK pic in general.” 
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NEWS AROUND AND ABOUT THE PENARTH AREA 


Penarth computer club - bugs! 


WHAT is a com¬ 
puter bug? The 
term ‘bug’ had 
been used for any 
machine malfunc¬ 
tion long before 
computers came 
along. 

Nowadays, it is fre¬ 
quently used in refer¬ 
ence to anything that 
goes wrong with any 
computer. 

To be fair to your 
computer, you do not 


necessarily have a bug 
just because it didn’t do 
what you expected it to 
do. Computers are 
unable to do anything 
other than EXACTLY 
what they are told to do. 

If you get an unex¬ 
pected result, first check 
what you did last and 
try again. Have yet 
another go and if that 
doesn’t work you might 
have a bug. 

It could be a virus, of 
course, but that would¬ 
n’t be the computer’s 


fault, because it is doing 
exactly what the virus 
programme is telling it 
to do. 

Bugs are accidental 
and it is important to 
make that distinction. 
Whether it is in the 
hardware (a manufac¬ 
turer’s error) or in the 
software (a program¬ 
mer’s error) it is not 
intentional. 

Software is now so 
complicated that a pro¬ 
gramme contains mil¬ 
lions of lines of code 
(instructions to the 
machine). 

Before a software 
package is thought to be 
ready for sale, many 
thousands of copies 
(known as the Beta ver¬ 
sion) are given to inter¬ 
ested users to try out. 

This is because 
everybody uses a com- 
nuter differently and the 


PENARTH busi¬ 
nesses that respond¬ 
ed to the mayor’s 
call for prizes for 
the big raffle at his 
recent charity quiz 
in the Paget Rooms, 
have been praised . 

Court Anthony Ernest 
reported: “It was a 
cracking evening and 
we raised over £750for 
my two charitable caus- 


thousands of Beta users 
will throw up most of 
any conflicts within the 
coding before the prod¬ 
uct is put on the market. 

It is basically free 
research for the compa¬ 
ny by a lot of willing 
volunteer helpers. 

After-sales use can 
throw up more con¬ 
flicts, but hopefully far 
fewer - and fixable! If 
it isn’t fixable the com¬ 
pany might say it’s a 
‘previously undocu¬ 
mented feature’ at the 
next update. As if! 

At Harvard in 1945, 
a computer technician 
found that a moth had 
become trapped 
between two electrical 
relays (the machine was 
electromechanical). 

He Sellotaped it onto 
his log page and noted 
it as: “First actual case 
of a bus being found”. 


es, Ashgrove School and 
“Help for Heroes”. We 
also had a superb raffle 
with around 40 prizes, 
each one generously 
donated by businesses in 
Penarth Town Centre, 
all of whom responded 
magnificently to my call 
for a gift. ” 

The quiz was won yet 
again by old favourite 
PODS. 


His boss thought it was 
very apt and she (yes, 
she: Rear Admiral 
Grace Murray Hopper, a 
mathematician) related 
the story frequently 
thereafter in her talks. 

She certainly wasn’t 
the first (Edison the 
inventor popularised it 
long before.) 

The famous 
Millennium Bug arose 
because early pro¬ 
grammes used two dig¬ 
its to identify the year 
(say 71 for 1971) and 
00 for 2000 was expect¬ 
ed to give the computer 
problems it couldn’t 
handle. 

A lot of time and 
money was spent to 
avoid the havoc predict¬ 
ed. It was either very 
successful or wasted, 
depending on one’s 
view as planes didn’t 
actually fall out of the 
sky. 

In 1993, Intel, the 
computer chip manufac¬ 
turer, had a bug within 
the maths part of its 
Pentium chip, which 
caused a very slight 
(0.06%) inaccuracy in 
the calculation of some 
ranges of numbers. 

Most users would 
never have been affect¬ 
ed, but it nevertheless 
cost the company $475 
million dollars. 

The next meeting is 
on December 13 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, 

Penarth. 7.30pm for 
8pm. It’s a ‘Chips and 
Chat’ social evening. 

For more information 
telephone 029 
20708439. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 

Ashgrove 

celebrate 

Christmas! 

THE next meeting 
of Ashgrove Family 
Support Group 
(launched by 
Ashgrove school, in 
partnership with 
SNAP Cymru) will 
be held on Monday, 
December 12, at 
11 am-lpm. 

All are welcome from 
across south Wales, 
including parents, carers 
and extended families. 

This month will see 
the near completion of 
all aspects in the family 
room, available for fami¬ 
lies of pupils from 
Ashgrove and main¬ 
stream schools, support¬ 
ed by the Outreach team. 

They will be celebrat¬ 
ing Christmas, sharing 
stories, drinking tea and 
munching mince pies at 
Sully Road, Penarth. 

VALEWAYS 

Talygam park and lake 
walk, is on Tuesday, 
December 13 at 2pm, 
starting in the first car 
park at the bottom of 
Fishponds Hill, 

Porthkerry. 

New Year’s Day win¬ 
ter walk on Sunday, 
January 1 at lpm, start¬ 
ing at St Peter’s Church, 
Mill Road, Dinas Powys. 


Packed diary 
looms for the 
Penarth mayor 

MAYOR of Penarth, Coun Anthony 
Ernest, has a busy time ahead in the 
run-up to Christmas. 

He will be attending a Christmas carol service at 
Penarth’s oldest church, St. Peter’s Old Cogan, on 
Friday December 9, while on Saturday he joins the 
St. Augustine’s Church Christmas tree festival at the 
Parish Hall, and is cutting a ribbon to open the event. 

December 11, the Mayor joins Cosmeston church 
for their annual service in the mediaeval village at 
Cosmeston Park; while on December 12 he will be 
present at the opening night of Stanwell School’s 
performance of ‘Phantom of the Opera’, which well 
known actor Peter Karrie will also attend. 

December 14 is the occasion for the annual RNLI 
service of readings and carols at St. Augustines, and 
Coun Ernest, the founder chairman of Penarth RNLI 
Station, will read a lesson. 

The Mayor will also attend several functions out¬ 
side Penarth as an invited guest over the next three 
weeks, in addition to regular council business meet¬ 
ings. 


Pat on back for 
town businesses 


ONWYSPEOAL: ii'H 9E7ESE 

m DISCOUNT 

ON EVERYTHIN G IN STORE * 


Christmas Opening Hours 

Sunday LUla December- iOam-^pm 
Sunday IStb December - L0am-4pm 
Monday llt'n-Friday 23rd- 9am-2pm 

Ckristmi eve- Qm- 5.30pm 

USUAL HCUftS : M OK- SF 10am - torn SUNDAY - CLOSED 


PLAZA TOYMASTER, UNIT 12. POUNDFIELD LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CF61 1DL (01446 704118) TOYMASTftoZfucocoux 
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Penarth and District 
Ramblers’ round-up 


FOR the first time 
in its history, the 
Ramblers’ popular 
festival of winter 
walks begins on 
Christmas Eve. 

The Penarth and 
District group invite you 
to join them on walks 
listed below: 

On December 26, 
meet at 10.30am at the 
Woodland Trust car park 
on the 

Michaelston-le-Pit lane 
for a five-mile easy lin¬ 
ear walk to explore 
Caerau hill fort and the 
ruined St Mary’s; con¬ 
tact Geraint on 029 2051 
5278. 

December 27, meet at 
10am at Llantwit Major 
railway/bus station for a 
five-mile moderate 
coastal and inland walk 
in the Llantwit area; 
contact Barbara on 
01446 794313. 

On December 28, 
meet at 10am at the 
Knap car terrace, Barry 
(by the pebble beach) for 
a four-mile moderate 
walk taking in Romilly 
Park, St Curig’s Church 
and Porthkerry Park; 
contact Val H on 029 


2051 3274. 

December 29, meet at 
10am at Penarth Cliff 
top car park for a 
four-mile easy walk 
along the coast to 
Lavernock nature 
reserve and the old 
ruined gun emplace¬ 
ments; contact Joy on 
01446 737131. 

On December 31, 
meet at 9am at the Barry 
Waterfront for a full-day 
eight-10-mile moderate 
walk in the northwest 
Vale of Glamorgan; con¬ 
tact Rachel on 01446 
410545. 

January 1, celebrate 
New Year’s Day by 
meeting at 10am at the 
Millwood entrance, 
Dinas Powys (bottom of 
the Pen-y-Turnpike 
Road) for a 

three-four-mile moder¬ 
ate walk to the remains 
of Dinas Powys hill fort 
and the glorious Park 
Wood; contact Geraint 
on 029 2051 5278. 

January 2, meet 

at 10am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for a four-mile 
easy walk around the 
bustling cosmopolitan 
Cardiff Bay and 

Barrage; contact 


Jan/John on 01446 
418514. On January 4, 
meet 9.30am at the 
Viaduct car Park, 
Porthkerry Park for an 
8.5-mile moderate walk 
to East Aberthaw with 
lunch at the Blue Anchor 
as an incentive; contact 
William on 01446 
747239. 

Weather permitting, 
the public can join 
Penarth and District 
Ramblers for either a 
longer or shorter walk 
this coming Saturday. 

On December 10, 
meet at 9am at the Barry 
Waterfront for an 
8.5-mile moderate walk 
taking in Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge; contact 
Rachel on 01446 
410545. 

On December 10 also, 
meet at 10am at St 
Lawrence Church, 
Lavernock Point for a 
four-mile easy walk at 
Lavernock beach and 
Cosmeston Park; contact 
Gerard on 029 2070 
8248 (and not Joy as in 
your programme). 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 



‘Depend’ volunteers 


win festive praise 


LOCAL volunteers 
recently attended a 
celebration in 
Dinas Powys to 
mark their efforts 
in the community. 

Dinas Powys 

Voluntary Concern 
organised a mulled 
wine and mince pie 
reception at the Lee 
Hall and 50 volunteers 
who deliver the chari¬ 
ty’s community 

newsletter, Depend, 
across the community 
were invited. 

The Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern 
charity was founded 
nearly 40 years ago to 
serve the needs of the 
elderly and less mobile 
members of the village 
community. 

The chairman of 
Dinas Powys Voluntary 
Concern and editor of 
Depend, John 

Fanshaw, thanked the 
volunteers for their 
dedication to ensuring 
that Depend is deliv¬ 
ered, efficiently and 
quickly and in all 
weathers to 8,000 resi¬ 


dents. New volunteers 
are always welcome. 
Contact Wendy Lees, on 
02920 513700, or call in 
to the office located to 


the rear of the 
Murchfield Hall, 
Sunnycroft Lane, Dinas 
Powys. 


LIFESAVER 
AWARDS NIGHT 



Jennie Pitt was one of the winners at the 
Llantwit Major Lifesavers ’ awards evening 
(SEE THE FULL REPORT ON PAGE 25) 





























Thursday, December 8th, 2011 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 23 


St Andrews Major school welcomes 
its visitors from France and Italy 


VALE MPAlun 
Cairns was invited 
to visit St Andrew’s 
Major C/W 
Primary School in 
Dinas Powys to 
meet some interna¬ 
tional guests. 

The visitors were 
attending the school 
as part of the 
Comenius Project, in 
association with the 
British Council. 

Mr Cairns met 
headteacher Sue 
Jordan, staff and chil¬ 
dren as they wel¬ 
comed visitors from 
Pluguggan in Brittany 
and Passo Corese in 
Italy as part of the 
Comenius Project. 

The project aims to 
develop knowledge 
and understanding 
among young people 
and teachers about 
the diversity of 
European cultures 
and languages, and 
the value of diversity. 

Alun Cairns said: 

“I was delighted to be 


invited by Mrs Karen 
Lewis, a teacher gov¬ 
ernor at St Andrew’s 
C/W Primary School 
to join them over 
lunch to meet pupils 
taking part in the 
Comenius Project. 

“I had the warmest 
welcome from the 
staff and team at the 
school, and the chil¬ 
dren epitomised the 
school’s ethos of 
enjoyment for learn¬ 
ing in a happy and 
caring environment. 

“As part of the 
Comenius Project, the 
pupils had created a 
great video, highlight¬ 
ing the bilingual 
nature of Wales, 
which helped the visi¬ 
tors to develop their 
knowledge and under¬ 
standing of the lan¬ 
guage and culture 
here in Wales.” 


Barry Ladies 
are pipped 
in close Cup 
local derby 


ON a day of mixed 
weather and a pitch 
that was looking the 
worse for it, Barry 
Ladies ‘The 

Bombettes’ faced 
Seaview Ravens for 
the second time in a 
month in the first 
round of the Blues 
Cup. 

Yet again, it was a 
match worth watching, 
with both teams playing 
some outstanding rugby. 

With the wind at their 
backs and the slope to 
their advantage, Barry 
Bombettes quickly 
applied pressure, reach¬ 
ing the Seaview try line 
within minutes. 

Seaview managed to 
get the ball away, but 
Barry continued the 
attack from the half-way 
line. 

Barry though they had 
scored when Peters, sup¬ 
ported by Cole, crossed 
the line, but it was disal¬ 
lowed by the referee. 

This didn’t dampen 
Barry’s spirit, as they 
continued to show the 
teamwork they are 
developing a reputation 
for. 

Seaview, with their 
heavier pack, were pow¬ 
erful in the scrums and 
this allowed them to win 
ball from both put-ins. 
They scored an uncon¬ 
verted try from a well- 
rehearsed move just 
before half time. 

With the biting wind, 
players were eager to 
start the second half. 

Within minutes, 
Seaview Ravens had 
kicked the ball over 
Barry’s try line, quickly 
chased by the Ravens’ 
No 10 and Barry’s 
Peters. 

The bounce favoured 


Seaview, who smartly 
grounded the ball. 

This was again uncon¬ 
verted. 

With 25 minutes to 
go, Barry had to make 
some major positional 
changes as their captain 
Boffy went off with a 
broken leg after being 
trapped in a ruck. 

Jones came in as 
flanker, Nation came 
onto the wing and the 
remainder of the team 
had a major reshuffle, as 
there were no more sub¬ 
stitutes. 

This meant many 
players were playing out 
of position at a crucial 
time of the match. 
Seaview put persistent 
pressure on Barry, taking 
scrum after scrum on 
Barry’s five-metre line; 
but Barry maintained 
their strong defence, 
with K Jones grounding 
a ball just before 
Seaview’s No 8. 

Despite Seaview’s 
best efforts, the score 
remained 10-0. 

Special mention 
should go to Morgan, 
who made her inaugural 
appearance as hooker, 
Jemma Jones on her 
Barry debut in the sec¬ 
ond row and to Bindley 
for manning the kitchen. 

It was nice to see 
Seaview enjoying the 
after match festivities. 

Players of the match: 
Barry chose Stacey 
Horne, Seaview chose 
Judie Cole. 

Squad: Richards, 

Morgan, Horne, 

Cunnijfe, J Jones, 
Eidmanns-Ford, Boffy 
(captain), Cole, 

Bannister, Rees, K Jones, 
Yapp, Peters, Linton, 
Hill. Substitutes: Harris, 
Nation and Williams. 

RB 



Alun Cairns MP and staff from St Andrew’s Major Primary School and 
teachers from Brittany and Italy. 


Pupils’ festive surprise 
for deprived children 


THE children of Y Bont 
Faen school managed to 
donate 110 shoe box gifts to 
the Christmas Child 
Samaritans Purse shoe box 
appeal, and these were col¬ 
lected recently and will be 
winging their way to either 
Africa or Eastern bloc coun¬ 
tries to give needy children a 
nice surprise for Christmas. 

Well done and thank you for all 
of your support in this wonderful 
scheme! 

The pupils have also once again 
taken part in the Christmas Tree 
Festival (right) in Holy Cross 
Church with the theme this year of 
hearts. 

JM 


A 



‘War of attrition’ in 
delayed squash final 


THE men’s final for 2011 took 
place at Cowbridge Squash 
Club on Monday night, before 
an enthusiastic audience. 

The event had been delayed since 
May, following an injury to Nick 
Guard but the two finalists, Nick and 
Jon Bisson, gave a good demonstration 
of the finer points of the game. 

The early encounters pointed 
towards a war of attrition - and it was 
close on 15 minutes before Bisson 
managed to assert his authority on the 
match. 

The second game was similar, with 


Bisson’s fast running and hard-hitting 
game being offset by Guard’s wily 
crosses and drop shots. 

Finally, Nick Guard managed to get 
the upper hand in the third game and 
eventually closed down the match in 
the fourth. 

Both players gave a good account of 
themselves and personified why this 
current Cowbridge team is so hard to 
beat in the South Wales Leagues. 

Best of luck to all the teams in their 
final few matches of the first half of this 
season. 

CLIVE PRIGG 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (General 
Development Procedure) Order 1995 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area / 

Datblygu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhifycais: 2011/01167/FUL 

Proposak/Cynnig: Demolition of existing double garage and construction 

of new. Replacement of existing conservatory to rear 
elevation. Formation of new glazed openings to ground 
floor and first floor rear elevations. Installation of solar 
thermal roof panels 
93, Plymouth Road, Penarth 

Penarth 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


Conservation Area Consent / Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2011/01168/CAC 

Demolition of existing double garage and construction 
of new. Replacement of existing conservatory to rear 
elevation. Formation of new glazed openings to ground 
floor and first floor rear elevations. Installation of solar 
thermal roof panels 
93, Plymouth Road, Penarth 

Penarth 


Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2011/01146/LBC 

Renewal of listed building consent 2006/00813/LBC for 

conversion to 8 No. apartments 

Glendale Hotel, 10, Plymouth Road, Penarth 

Grade II 


2011/01153/LBC 

Conversion of rear annexe coach house at lower ground 
floor level from restaurant storage room into two bed 
residential apartment. One new full height glazed screen 
in south elevation and one new rooflight to match two 
existing 

Glendale Hotel and Villa Napoli Restaurant, 10, Plymouth 
Road, Penarth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Grade II 

A pplication(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 

2011/01140/FUL 

Remove two existing agricultural buildings, erect cattle 
shed, straw shed, slurry storage, a maize and grass 
silage clamp and the creation of two outdoor yards. 
Llwynhelig Farm, Cowbridge 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or via 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir isod, neu drwy 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 8th December, 2011 

Rob Thomas 

Flead of Planning, Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


Follow us on Twitter - @ gem news 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(STATION STREET, BARRY) 
(DISABLED PERSONS PARKING PLACE) 
(AMENDMENT) ORDER 2011 

1. On the 29th November 2011 The Vale of Glamorgan Council in 
exercise of its powers under Sections 45, 46 and 53 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 (as amended) and all other enabling powers made 
an Order the general effect of which is as described below: 

2. The Order will come into operation on 12th December 2011, or on the 
date the necessary signs are removed, whichever is the later. 

3. A copy of the Order and plans showing the affected areas may be 
seen at the address shown below during normal office hours. 

4. If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions 
contained therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers 
conferred by the above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of 
the same or that any instrument made under it has not been complied 
with in relation to the Order, you may within six weeks from the 12th 
December 2011 apply to the High Court for this purpose. 

SCHEDULE 

The following Traffic Regulation Order is to be amended as follows: 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council (Various Locations, Vale of Glamorgan) 
(Disabled Persons Parking Places) (No.1) Order 2005, the following 
paragraph to be deleted from the Schedule: 

Station Street, Barry 

On its southwestern side from a point approximately 98 metres 
northwest of its junction with the northwestern side of Dock View Road, 
northwestwards for a distance of 6.6 metres. 

Dated this 8th day of December 2011. 

M. Punter 

Head of Visible Services 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, 

Wenvoe CF5 6AA 


rfil 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2011 
GORCHYMYN (DIWYGIEDIG) 

(MAN PARCIO AR GYFER POBL ANABL) 
(STATION STREET, Y BARRI) 

1. Ar 29 Tachwedd 2011, gwnaeth Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei 
bwerau o dan adrannau 45, 46 a 53 Deddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 
(ddiwygiedig), a phob p_er galluogi arall, Orchymyn i’r diben cyffredinol a 
ddisgrifir isod: 

2. Daw’r Gorchymyn i rym ar 12 Rhagfyr 2011, neu ar ddyddiad symud 
yr arwyddion angenrheidiol os daw ar 61 hynny. 

3. Cewch weld copi o’r Gorchymyn a chynlluniau sy’n dangos yr 
ardaloedd dan sylw yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau swyddfa arferol. 

4. Os hoffech ddadlau’n erbyn dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn, neu’i 
ddarpariaethau am na chredwch fod gan y ddeddf uchod b_er i’w 
gweithredu, neu am y tybiwch eu bod yn methu a chydymffurfio a 
gofynion y ddeddf uchod, neu un o’i hofferynnau, bydd gennych chwe 
wythnos o 12 Rhagfyr 2011 i wneud cais i’r Uchel Lys i’r diben 
hwnnw. 

ATODLEN 

Diwygier y Gorchymyn Rheoli Traffig canlynol fel y canlyn: 

Gorchymyn (Rhif 1) (Mannau Parcio ar gyfer Pobl Anabl) (Lleoliadau 
Amrywiol, Bro Morgannwg) Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 2005: dileer y 
paragraff canlynol o’r Atodlen: 

Station Street, Y Barri 

Ar ei hochr dde-orllewinol o fan sydd oddeutu 98 medr i’r gogledd 
orllewin o’i chyffordd ag ochr ogledd-orllewinol Dock View Road am 6.6 
medr i gyfeiriad y gogledd orllewin. 

Dyddiedig 8 Rhagfyr 2011. 

M. Punter 

Pennaeth Gwasanaethau Gweladwy 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Canolfan yr Alpau, 

Gwenfo CF5 6AA 
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Senior side just edged out by Bro Morgannwg 



THE school senior 
rugby side remains 
top of the Welsh 
schools premier 
league despite a 
close fought 19-14 
loss away to Welsh 
champions Bro 
Morgannwg. 

The Welsh medium 
school have been 
unbeaten for more than 
two years and for most 
of this match it looked 
as though Cowbridge 
would steal a famous 
victory. 

With Bro 

Morgannwg opening the 
scoring with a try in the 
first five minutes, 
Cowbridge responded 
with two outstanding 
tries which were con¬ 
verted by Rhys Griffin. 

With the score at 14- 
12 to Cowbridge at half 
time, Bro Morgannwg 
were facing defeat. 
However, with less than 
five minutes remaining, 
Bro Morgannwg took 
advantage of a quick tap 
penalty to force a try, 
which was converted to 
give them a 19-14 lead. 

Despite some heroic 
last-minute efforts, 
Cowbridge could not 
break the Bro 
Morgannwg defence 
and the home side held 
on to claim a good win. 
There were outstanding 
performances from 
open-side flanker Oliver 
Hitchings and outside 
half Rhys Griffin. 

It was also good to 
see centre James 
Whittingham make his 
second start for the 
school senior side and 
to his credit, he put in a 
very solid defensive dis¬ 
play. 

This side was com¬ 
posed completely of 
year-12 and year-11 
pupils which means that 
the same pupils will 
start for the school 
again next year. With 
another year of experi¬ 
ence and improvement 
from all members of the 
squad, we are all look¬ 
ing forward to what will 


surely be a very pleas¬ 
ant season in 2012- 
2013. 

Year-11 

netball 

THE year -11 netball 
team won their first 
round of the Cardiff 
and Vale Netball 
Tournament and will 
now go on to the coun¬ 
ty finals in March. 

Cowbridge played 
Llantwit first; they have 
never beaten Llantwit, 
so the girls were all 
geared up to win. 
Cowbridge started well, 
finishing the first half 5- 
3. 

Unfortunately, there 
was an injury to a 
Llantwit player in the 
second half and 
Cowbridge took advan¬ 
tage of this and won the 
game 12-5. 

In the second game, 
Cowbridge faced 
Howells. This was a 
much closer game; at 
half-time it was 4-4. It 
was neck and neck 
throughout the second 
half but Cowbridge 
managed to pull ahead 
by two to finish with a 
10-8 victory. 

Plasmawr were the 
last game, and 
Cowbridge dominated. 
At half time it was 5-2 
and at full time it was 8- 
5 to win the tournament. 

Special mention must 
go to Mairi Boxall and 
Nancie Edwards, whose 
shooting was accurate 
throughout; Katie 
Wynne, Hannah Taylor, 
Liz Whitehouse and 
Naduni Jayasinghe for 
their excellent play 
through centre court; 
and Caitlin Allin and 
Bethan Sloan for their 
many interceptions in 
defence! 

Player of the match: 
Caitlin Allin. 

Stanwell 

games 

THE school played 
away to Stanwell, 
where year-10 got off 
to a good start with 
two goals by half time. 
Jordan Carpenter 
made several good 


interceptions and the 
final score was 4-0. 

Year-9 also played 
well, although Stanwell 
scored two goals before 
half time. Kim Jerwood 
swapped to goal attack 
and then scored seven 
straight goals. Final 
score 7-2. 

Players of the match: 
Year-9 Evie Williams, 
year-10 Jordan 
Carpenter. 

Senior hockey 

COWBRIDGE senior 
hockey team played in 
the county hockey 
finals against Glantaf, 
Whitchurch and 
Howells. The tourna¬ 
ment was played at 
Whitchurch in awful 
weather conditions! 

Cowbridge played 
Howells in the first 
match and won com¬ 
fortably 3-1, with goals 
from Rachel Bradshaw. 

In the second game, 
Cowbridge faced 
Whitchurch, winning 4- 

1, with two goals from 
Katie Howson and one 
each for Molly 
Llewellyn and Eliza 
Smith. 

In the third game 
against Glantaf, the girls 
were caught cold after 
getting soaking wet and 
Glantaf scored two 
quick goals. Cowbridge 
replied with two goals 
through Katie Howson, 
but Glantaf scored 
another, making it 3-2. 

Cowbridge worked 
hard to try to get a goal 
back but unfortunately 
ran out of time losing 3- 

2. Glantaf were 
crowned county cham¬ 
pions and Cowbridge 
were runners up. 

Special mention must 
go to the year-13 girls 
Katie Howson, Bethan 
Moorcraft, Molly 
Llewellyn, Sophie 
Dando, Amy Taylor, 
Emily Hopkins, Flori 
Davies, Molly Williams 
and Lowri Davies, who 
as a team have worked 
together since year-7, 
winning four county 
titles. 

These girls have been 


a joy to watch and see¬ 
ing them all develop 
into lovely young 
women, we wish them 
all the luck for their 
future and hope they 
continue with their 
hockey in clubs and uni¬ 
versity. 

Gymnasts 
success 
for the 
school 

ON November 25, 
Cowbridge attended 
the Cardiff and Vale 
Gymnastics 
Championships. 

Both the boys and 
girls had under-12 and 
under-14 teams, and all 
did extremely well. 

The under-14 boys 
finished fifth overall, 
and the under-14 girls 
finished sixth. In the 
under-12s event, the 
boys performed bril¬ 
liantly and finished sec¬ 
ond. The girls at 
under-12 level finished 
fifth overall in the team 
event. With the boys 
finishing in second 
place, they subsequent¬ 
ly qualified for the 
Welsh Gymnastics 
Championships. 

The Welsh 
Championships were 
held on the following 
Monday, November 28. 
With teams for all over 
the country competing, 
the standard of per¬ 
formance was very 
high. 

After all the schools 
had performed their set 
vault, set floor, volun¬ 
tary vault and voluntary 
floor, the scores were 
collated, and the best 
three scores from each 
counted. 

With only three boys 
in the team, no mis¬ 
takes could be made. 

In the presentation at 
the end of the competi¬ 
tion, the under-12 
Cowbridge boys’ team 
were presented with 
third place. 


Tennis team 
reach UK 
quarter¬ 
finals 

FOUR up-and-coming 
tennis stars of 
Cowbridge School 
reached the quarter 
finals of the AEGEON 
British Schools Tennis 
Tournament at Bath 
University. 

The competition has 
taken place over the past 
six months starting with 
a win at the south Wales 
regional, defeating 
Bassaleg 

Comprehensive in the 
final. 

The last 32 round 
against Sir Thomas Rich 
of Gloucester proved to 
be an almighty 
encounter with the top 
two seedings of Matt 
Kamal and Jon 
Humphreys winning a 
sudden death match to 
reach the last 16. 

The quarter-final 
match against 
Bournemouth School 
proved one step too far, 
with the boys narrowly 
losing each of the sin¬ 
gles and doubles games. 

The squad was Theo 
Mann, David Humpreys, 
Matthew Kamal, Jon 
Humphreys and Sam 
Wood. 

Year-7 

football 

ON November 28, the 
Cowbridge year-7 foot¬ 
ball team played away 
at St Richard Gwyn 
Comprehensive School. 

With both teams los¬ 
ing in the semi-final of 
the Welsh Cup, each had 
a point to prove in the 
second round of the 
Cardiff and Vale Cup. 

Cowbridge started the 
match well, and looked 
dangerous. Morgan 
Gore and Moses Gee 
were causing the 
defence trouble with 
lovely passes through 
the middle. 

The first goal came 
from a corner, where 
Moses volleyed the ball 
home from close range. 
Liam Murphy and 
Lawrence Bowman 
were taking charge of 
the centre of the pitch, 
continuously stealing 
the ball. 

The second goal 
came about from some 
great play up the right 
wing, and a superb 
cross. The ball then fell 
to Morgan in acres of 
space, and he coolly 
placed the ball into the 
net. 

St Richard Gwyn 
were struggling to deal 
with the pace and skill 
of Dan Williams, 
Morgan, Moses and 
Rhys Bradshaw, and 
sure enough another 
goal was scored by 
Rhys. At the end of the 
half the score was 3-0 to 
Cowbridge and they 
looked in control of the 
game. 

After a motivational 
half time talk, St 
Richard Gwyn sparked 
into life. They suddenly 
were a lot more calm on 
the ball, and began to 
play well organised 
football. Despite this, 


Cowbridge kept on scor¬ 
ing. 

Rhys was set through 
one on one with the 
keeper, and finished 
with ease. Within 
another couple of min¬ 
utes, Rhys made a daz¬ 
zling run through the 
defence, and rounded 
off his hat-trick with a 
strike into the bottom 
comer. 

After this, Cowbridge 
made a number of sub¬ 
stitutions. Dylan Cottle, 
Ieuan Llewellyn and 
loan Lewis came on and 
replaced Rhys 
Bradshaw, Dan 
Williams, and Ellis 
Simons. 

With St Richard 
Gwyn looking increas¬ 
ingly dangerous and 
with the wind at their 
backs, they began to 
mount a comeback. In 
quick succession, they 
scored two cracking 
goals. Without strong 
defence from Shaun 
Carpenter, Jac Roberts, 
Ellis, James Guard, and 
loan, and some tremen¬ 
dous saves from Ellis 
Llewellyn, St Richard 
Gwyn would have sure¬ 
ly levelled. 

Cowbridge continued 
to work hard in both 
attack and defence, and 
the score finished 5-2. 

Player of the match: 
Rhys Bradshaw. 

Cowbridge 
year-8 in 
Penarth try 
blitz 

ON December 1, the 
Cowbridge year-8 
rugby team played 


against St Cyres away. 

After two consecutive 
defeats, the year-8 team 
was looking for a big 
performance, but more 
importantly to get back 
to winning ways. 

Cowbridge were 
instantly on the offen¬ 
sive and were looking 
dangerous from any¬ 
where on the pitch. 

Cai Evans was 
orchestrating his attack, 
by providing the ball to 
Joe Nott and Dan Bunny 
in space, who were 
always gaining ground. 

Owain Leyshon, Ben 
Terry and Tom Edwards 
were constantly looking 
for work in and around 
the mcks, with some 
great runs through their 
opposing players. 

By half time, the 
score was 35-0 to 
Cowbridge, having mn 
in seven tries. These 
were scored by Josh 
Peterson, Cai Evans, 
Harrison Stevens, 

Owain Leyshon, Joe 
Nott and Tom Edwards. 
The tries were expertly 
converted by Cai Evans. 

In the second half, 
Cowbridge started in 


exactly the same man¬ 
ner. The forwards were 
retaining and turning 
over possession at every 
occasion, which was 
supplying ball for the 
backs who were produc¬ 
ing excellent phases of 
play. 

After 15 minutes of 
the second half, the 
game was over with 
Cowbridge having 
reached 50 points. 

Tries from Tom 
Williams and Harrison 
Stevens were enough to 
seal the victory. 

Cai Evans’s impres¬ 
sive record of 7 from 8 
kicks, and Ben Terry’s 
tirelessly work in 
defence also earned 
them both man of the 
match performances. 

Well done boys, it 
was great to finish the 
season in a winning 
fashion. 

After Christmas, our 
focus will turn from 15- 
a-side rugby to seven-a¬ 
side, as there are a num¬ 
ber of sevens tourna¬ 
ments coming up soon. 

Players of the match 
were: Ben Terry, and 
Cai Evans. 


Llantwit Major under-14s 
parade new sponsor 



Andrew Thomas of Herbert R Thomas with members of the Llantwit Major under-14s team 


LLANTWIT Major under-14s football 
team, last year’s Vale League double win¬ 
ners and this year’s nominees for the 
national Tesco Cup and Lions Cup, have 


received new sponsorship for their play¬ 
ing kit from Herbert R Thomas. 

Andrew Thomas, senior partner at the company, 
was present to hand over the new kit to team captain 
Iwan Baker recently. 


Barrivale Bridge 
Club round-up 

THE latest results from Barrivale are as 
follows: 

Tuesday, November 29. 

First, Betty Lewis and Denis Mottram with 68.06 
per cent. In second were Jane Brook and Sean 
MacDougall (54.86) and in third were Helen Jordan 
and Maureen Charlton (50 per cent). Betty and Denis 
also won on handicap 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
For more information, telephone 01446 733425. 
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MEMBERS young 
and old, and par¬ 
ents, and grandpar¬ 
ents, gathered 
together at the 
Llantwit Major 
Lifesaving beach 
clubhouse recently 
to celebrate a suc¬ 
cessful 2011. 

Most importantly, the 
club maintained a suc¬ 
cessful summer of 


patrols with no serious 
casualties. Llantwit 
Major Surf Lifesaving 
Club provided lifeguard 
cover and first aid facili¬ 
ties for the public visiting 
the beach, patrolling 58 
sessions on Saturday 
afternoons and Sunday 
mornings and afternoons. 

In total, 55 different 
people helped out giving 
a total of 844 voluntary 
hours, as well as addi¬ 
tional support from 


Atlantic College in 
August to ensure the 
safety of the beach. 

There were also 
many awards given on 
the night, including con¬ 
gratulations to 21 adults 
who passed beach life¬ 
guard exams this summer 
from the Full NARS 
Beach Lifeguard 
award, the Surf 
Lifesaver award and 
EA2 First Aider 
awards, many of whom 


Bridgend town cricket club awards night 


SIMON Jones, the Glamorgan and 
England fast bowler, was a guest at 
the annual presentation night for 
the Bridgend junior section. 

The under-15 section played in the DC. 
Thomas South Wales Cup and also South 
Wales Junior Cricket League under-16 
Zone D. 

20 players represented the club, all under 
15 years of age, joined by under-16 player 
Amy Roberts. 

Results:- under-16 league: played 14, 
won 10, lost three abandoned one. 

Losses were to Tondu and Port Talbot 
Town, and they finished third in the league. 

In the under-15 cup:- the team reached 
finals day in Pontarddulais by beating the 
previous season’s winners Mumbles in the 
preliminary round, followed by wins over 
Bronmydd, Llanelli and Ynystawe. 

Only one of these games was at home 
against Llanelli. 

We played Ynysgerwyn in the final, who 
were 96 all out. 

Bridgend’s response went down to the 
last ball, at 95 for 8. 

A single would have tied the scores and 
left us victors having lost one fewer wick¬ 
ets - the final result was that Bridgend lost 
by a run. 

The umpires were hugely impressed with 
both the standard of cricket and the spirit in 
which the game was played. 

The under-15s manager/coach Chris 


Roberts’ highlights of the season were:- 
Sam Pearce and John Roberts chasing 28 
runs against Maesteg Celtic; Sam Pearce 
scored a four and a six off the last two balls 
of the innings to register a win with six 
wickets to spare. 

Owen Davies (70 runs not out) giving us 
victory at 

Mumbles in the opening match of the 
under-15s cup, while Archie Yates (57 runs 
not out) and Sam Shepherd (26 not out) 
helped to beat Tondu. 

Strong bowling performances came from 
Sam Pearce (four for five against 
Bronwydd) and Archie Yates (three for four 
against Llanelli). 

John Roberts, Dan Donnelly and Tom 
Dalton took three wickets in short spells 
with outstanding fielding performances. 

Representation:- 

Archie Yates - Cardiff and the Vale 
under-15s: Troy Smith, John Roberts and 
Owen Davies - Mid Glamorgan under-15s: 
Sam Pearce - Wales under-14s. 

The vast majority of the squad have rep¬ 
resented the senior teams this season. 

Tom Dalton and Sam Pearce have played 
in first team games, while Owen Davies has 
been a regular in the seconds this year. Troy 
Smith, Tom Hill and John Roberts played 
for 3rds, and Sam Shepherd and Ieuan Potts 
for the 4ths. 

The following awards were presented by 
Simon Jones. Under-16s Player of the Year 
- Owen Davies. 


Owen has played in the vast majoriy of 
games this season, represented Mid 
Glamorgan and been involved with the sen¬ 
iors at 2nd eleven level. 

While opening and clearly having the 
opportunity to score runs, he has con¬ 
tributed 536 runs in 16 innings, with an 
average of 54 runs and a highest score of 72 
not out. 

In addition, he continues to keep wicket 
to a high standard and was awarded the 
man of the match in our cup final defeat. 

Under-16s Clubperson of the Year - 
Amy Roberts. 

Amy represented Mid Glamorgan and 
Wales (Ladies) under-16s and played nine 
games at under-16s accompanied by her 
contributions off the field including UKCC 
Level 1 Coaching. 

Under-16s Batting Award - Tom Hill. 

Batting at number three or four, Tom 
scored 245 runs with an average of 21, and 
a highest score of 50 not out. 

Under-16s Bowling Award - Archie 
Yates. 

Archie bowled consistently well 
throughout the season, playing in 13 games 
with overall figures of 35 overs, six maid¬ 
ens, 16 wickets for 107 runs; average per 
wicket of six to seven runs. 

Many thanks for the support and contri¬ 
bution during the eason to Nigel Clayton, 
John Davies, Alun Bunston, Andy Marvell, 
Bradley Wadlan, Andrew Davies and all 
our loyal supporters. C.B.D 


took these exam for the 
first time. 

These qualifications 
were possible due to the 
time taken coaching the 
individuals to their 
award, and these new 
skills will add to another 
successful summer of 
beach patrols in 2012. 

In fact, the first senior 
Award - the Priority 
Bowl - was awarded to 
Bob Millard for his con¬ 
sistent support to the 
training programme 
throughout the summer 
as well his regular pres¬ 
ence patrolling on the 
beach. 

The next award was 
the ladies award - the 
Ivy Downey Plate - 
which was awarded to 
Jennie Pitt who became 
the joint junior coordina¬ 
tor, as well as finding the 
time to pass her EA2 first 
aider qualification, her 
level one coaching 
award, in addition to 
being a regular presence 
at junior training and 
patrols on Llantwit 
Major beach. 

The last senior club 
award - the Ruby 
Trophy - is one only 
given away from time to 
time and this year it has 
been awarded to some¬ 
one whose presence of 
mind made a light of a 
potentially life threaten¬ 
ing situation - lifeguard 
Stuart Wilkes. 

He noticed a teenager 
struggling out of her 
depth and approached 
her. As he came close she 
appeared to faint and slip 
under the water. By now 
he was close by and man¬ 
aged to grasp her and pull 
her to the beach, and 



Olivia Insole, Lauren Prynne and Tamara Pitt. 
luckily, after receiving and Tamara Pitt. All three 
paramedic treatment, she girls had competed in the 
quickly recovered. Welsh and GB Stillwater 

Lastly, unrewarded competitions earlier in 
by awards but in need of the year and then went on 
a mention are the people to compete in the Welsh 
who make it possible for and GB Ocean 
the club to keep all its Championships. They 
activities going. These did extremely well, and 
are the coaches, Tamara received a silver 
patrollers, the patrol rota medal in the Welsh and a 
and the website mainte- bronze in the GB’s for 
nance. the beach sprints. 

Awards list: The winner of the 

Best newcomer: Rhys ‘Croyde Rock’ was 
Richards and Caitlin Braiden Bennett. This 
O’Callaghan; award is presented to the 

most improved: Sean most improved junior 
McKenna, Tom Insole, member. Braiden has 
Tegan Jennings and Amy come on leaps and 
Robson; bounds in all aspects of 

most determined fin- his training and he com- 
ishers: William Thomas, pleted his junior lifesaver 
Ruby Lilly and Abigail award as well this year. 
Baker; He has proved himself to 

nippers’nipper of the be a dedicated member 
year: Grace Insole; of the club. 

coaches’ nipper of For all Llantwit 
the Year: Braden Major Surf Lifesaving 

Bennett and Millie Club new member 
Wiggins; enquiries or to find out 

Dafydd Saunders more about joining the 
Trophy: Gracie Insole nippers, log on to 
nipper captain: http.V/www.llantwitma- 
Grace Insole. jorslsc.org.uk or email 

Junior of the year: Sarah (membership sec- 
There were three recipi- retary) at 
ents of the award; Olivia sarah@thomas25.orange 
Insole, Lauren Prynne home.co.uk. 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD WHAT, AND WHERE? 


Mr Tony Clemo - 
Hillandale, Pen Y 

Turnpike Road, Dinas 
Powys - Upgrade and exet- 
nd the existing lodge adja¬ 
cent to Hillandale. 

Mr M Davies - 1 Ewenny 
Road, Wick - Proposed 
alterations and extension to 
existing front and rear roof 
dormers. 

Mr John Lee - Pensarn, 
Llanmaes - Proposed loft 
conversion and alterations to 
roof on front elevation. 

Mr Trevor Taylor - Land at 
Hill Farm Nr Hensol - The 
erection of two agricultural 
buildings and associated 
farm track and entrance 
improvements. 

Penllyn Estate Farm - 
Llwynhelig Farm, 

Cowbridge - Remove two 
existing agricultural build¬ 
ings, erect cattle shed, straw 
shed, slurry storage, a maize 
and grass silage clamp and 
the creation of two outdoor 
yards. 

Mr Matthew Turner - 
Quince Cottage, 

Llysworney - Two storey 
and single storey extensions 
towards the rear of the 
house, including external 
detached car port. 

Mr Griffiths - 4 Clive 
Crescent, Penarth 
Various works to trees. 

Mr Jeffrey Green - 
Ashleigh, Mill Road, Dinas 
Powys - Remove a conifer. 
Mrs owen - Sea Roads, 
Cliff Parade, Penarth - 
Works to various trees. 

Tony Apollonio - Glendale 
Hotel, 10 Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - Renewal of plan¬ 
ning permission 

2006/00706/FUL for con¬ 


version to 8 no. apartments. 
Tony Apollonio - Glendale 
Hotel, 10 Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - Renewal of listed 
building consent 

2006/00813/LBC for con¬ 
version to 8 No. apartments. 
Mr Tristin Willis - Land 
opposite Pencoedtre Lane 
residential development, 
Port Road, Barry 
Removal of 5 trees, 2 x ash, 
hawthorn, sycamore and 
oak. 

Ms Michelle Russ - Fir 
Tree Cottage, The Lane, 
The Downs, St Nicholas - 
Erection of first floor bath¬ 
room extension. 

Mr David Taylor - 20 Dylan 
Close, Llandough 

Conversion of four bed 
dwelling house to form four 
2 bed apartments and exten¬ 
sion to building. 

Mr Anthony Pritchard - 9 
Archer Road, Penarth - 
Article four application for 
replacement of front door. 
Mr Anmed - 41 Waun 
Ganol, Penarth 
Additional windows and 
alterations to doors and win¬ 
dow. 

Mr John Baker - Walnut 
Tree House, Cross 
Common Road, Dinas 
Powys - Convert double 
garage/storage building with 
loft to granny annexe. 

Mr Tony Apollonio - 
Glendale Hotel and Villa 
Napoli Restaurant, 10 
Plymouth Road, Penarth - 
Conversion of rear annexe 
coach house at lower ground 
floor level from restaurant 
storage room into tow bed 
residential apartment. One 
new full height glazed 
screen in south elevation 


and one new rooflight to 
match two existing. 

Mr and Mrs Bernhard Moser 

- 37 Whitcliffe Drive, 
Penarth - Single storey rear 
extension to provide kitchen 
dining area. 

Mr Desmond Deaney - 173 
Lavernock Road, Penarth 

- Alter rear annex hipped 
roof to full gable. 

Mr J and Mrs J Webb - The 
Jays, 7 Wick Road, 
Ewenny - Erection of 
dwelling. 

Mr Andrew Hall - 60 
Stanwell Road, Penarth - 

Dismantle and rebuild chim¬ 
ney. 

Mrs Susan Burston - 66 St 
Davids Crescent, Penarth 

- Proposed siting of a cara¬ 
van for ancillary residential 
use. 

Mr Deri Ap Hywel - Ynys 
Dawel, Leckwith - Loft 
conversion of existing 
domestic dwelling compris¬ 
ing of rear dormer and hip 
removed to form gable end. 
Mrs Victoria Meadows - 1 
Rheidol Drive, Barry - 
Proposed first floor exten¬ 
sion, single storey rear 
extension and associated 
alteration works. 

Mr Dafydd Rhodri Davies - 
Rosedew Farm, Llantwit 
Major - Extension of steel 
frame portal building for 
storage of combine har¬ 
vester and other expensive 
machinery from winter ele¬ 
ments. 

Mrs Parr - 42 Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys - Loft 
conversion with rear and 
side dormers. 

Mrs Holder - East Down 
Farm Cottage, East Down 
Farm, St Hilary 


Replacement conservatory 
to rear. 

Mr Bert Roberts - 45 
Fontygary Road, Rhoose - 
New detached dwelling on 
land at the rear of 45 
Fontygary Road, Rhoose. 

Mr and Mrs R Warren-Cox - 
93 Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - Demolition of 
existing double garage and 
construction of new. 
Replacement of existing 
conservatory to rear eleva¬ 
tion. Formation of new 
glazed openings to ground 
floor and first floor rear ele¬ 
vations. Installation of solar 
thermal roof panels. 

T J Kinsey & Sons - Cwm 
Derwen, Weycock Road, 
Barry - Farmworkers 
dwellling. 

Mr and Mrs Fahy - Ty’r 
Ysgol, Maendy, 

Cowbridge - Two storey 
extension to front elevation 
(west). New chimney stack 
to existing north elevation. 
Mr Paul Skucek - 12 
Wordsworth Close, 

Llantwit Major - Proposed 
conversion of attic to living 
space. 

Dow Corning Ltd - Cardiff 
Road, Barry - Construct 
tank and tanker bay with 
rack link to exisitnng W309 
process plant structure. 

Mr G Day - 1 Wessex 
Place, Barry - Retention 
and completion of boundary 
wall. 

Ms R Lord - Yr Hen Felin, 
Dyffryn - Demolition of 
existing garage and erection 
of two storey extension. 
New ‘turret’ to rear eleva¬ 
tion to enlarge existing we 
and create larger landing 
areas. 


Valad Developments 

(Llantrisant) Ltd - Land 
adjacent to Cowbridge 
Road and A473 (inc. 
Leekes Department Store, 
former Purolite Works 
and Staedtler Factory 
Site), Talbot Green - 
Development of new town 
centre comprising a 10,801 
sq m gross foodstore (Class 
Al); 8 pump petrol filling 
station; 35,522 sq m gross 
retail floor space (Class Al); 
600sq m gross cafe space 
(Clas sAl); 1,00 sqm finan¬ 
cial/professional service 
space (Class A2); 2,390 sq 
m gross food and drink 
space (Class A3); 1,400 sq 
m gross office space (Class 
Bl); 750 sq m gross Class 
D1 space; 8 screen cinema; 
80 bed hotel; 64 dwellings 
(Class C2/C3); multi storey 
and surface level car park¬ 
ing; associated access infra¬ 
structure, re-profiling of 
land, landscaping and floor 
alleviation works. 

Mr Chris Adkin - 19 
Church Meadow, 

Boverton - Orangery to rear 
of property. 

Skyasset Limited - Marine 
Building, Penarth - 

Conversion and extension of 
existing derelict fire and 
water damaged building to 
create a hotel, with 55 bed¬ 
rooms, a cafeteria and wine 
bar. To include the retention 
of the building’s northern 
and western facades, recon¬ 
struction of the roof and 
chimneys to the original 
design, construction of side 
and rear extensions and cre¬ 
ation of car parking and 
landscaped external areas. 
Mr Gareth Williams - 2 


Spencer Drive, Llandough 

- First floor extension to 
front and side of dwelling, 
including conversion of 
garage to lounge. 

Dow Corning Ltd - Cardiff 
Road, Barry - Construct 
open steel frame supporting 
process vessels and equip¬ 
ment as an extension to 
existing W406 building. 

Mr Granville John - 158 
Westbourne Road, 

Penarth - Retrospective 
application for a garden stu¬ 
dio room at rear of garage. 
Mr A Fitt - 194 Westbourne 
Road, Penarth - Single 
storey rear extension. 

Dr C Morgan and Mrs B 
Morgan - Belgrave House, 
Factory Road, 

Llanblethian - Demolition 
of existing detached double 
garage and construct a new 
three bedroom detached 
(two storey) dwelling. 

Dr C Morgan and Mrs B 
Morgan - Belgrave House, 
Factory Road, 

Llanblethian - Demolition 
detached double garage. 

Mr S and Mrs G Tuck - Rear 
of 1 Elfed Avenue, Penarth - 
New dwelling. 

Mr Edward Evans - 16 
Adenfield Way, Rhoose - 
Single storey extension to 
rear of house. 

Mr Mike Taylor - Bus 
Depot, Broad Street, Barry 

- Application for consent to 

display an advertisement. 
Allt Isaf Alpacas - 
Greenfields Farm, 

Peterston Super Ely - 
Proposed building. 

Mr G Robbins - 
Marlborough Grange 
Farm, Crossways, 

Cowbridge - Erection of 


farmworkers dwelling. 
E-tricity Limited - Penllyn 
Estate Farm, Llwynhelig, 
Penllyn - Installation and 
operation of a solar photo¬ 
voltaic array and associated 
equipment with a maximum 
array height of 2.6m and a 
maximum installed capacity 
of 50kW. 

Mr Stuart Creedon - 65 
Highwalls Avenue, Dinas 
Powys — Single storey 
extension to side and rear of 
existing building. 

Demolition of existing 
buildings to rear of property. 
Mr Wilton - 31 Caer Odyn, 
Dinas Powys - Lean-to con¬ 
servatory to rear. 

Mr Wiles - Holmlea, 
Penylan Road, Aberthin - 
Replace existing porch with 
flat roof conservatory. 

Harris Pye UK Ltd - Units 5 
and 6, Sutton Road, 
Llandow - The north facing 
doors of the hangars will be 
replaced with corrugated 
walling similar to the south 
end with a single roller door 
in each hangar. 

Mr Maloney - 10 Park 
Road, Penarth - Undertake 
2m overall crown reduction. 
Install non-invasive bracing 
system to strengthen poten¬ 
tially weak fork to Corsican 
pine T4. 

United Free Church - Rear 
of 21 Westgate, Cowbridge 

- Demolish existing single 
storey rear extension, con¬ 
struct new single storey 
extension to incorporate 
new entrance foyer, meeting 
room kitchen and toilets. 
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Success for 
Rhoose Tae 
Kwon Do 
members 



PICTURED: (Left to right) Hannah Hunt, 

Jay Munn and Adam Munn. 

INNER Spirit Rhoose Fighters fought 
recently at the Telford Arena. 

Jay Munn, Hannah Hunt and Jake Hill- 
Anderson all put on a great performance, and 
Hannah took silver Jake took bronze. 

On this occasion, Adam fought five fights to 
become the British Champion! 

The club meet on Mondays and Thursdays. For 
information, telephone 0771234500 or email 
through jstkd.co.uk 

Honours even 
for the under-9s 


BARRY Bees under- 
9s travelled to Sully 
after a winning run 
of seven matches. 

Confidence was high 
and Barry set the early 
pace. Good driving play 
by the forwards put the 
Sully defence under pres¬ 
sure and Rhys Lloyd 
forced his way over with 
a powerful run. 

Strong tackling by the 
Bees led by the rampant 
Cian Anderson continued 
to secure turnover ball, 
and Cian went over for a 
try to make it 2-0. Then a 
flowing move from the 
backs was finished by the 
dashing Seb Fahiya, as 
Barry looked to be run¬ 
ning away with it. 

But Sully began to get 
into the game and the 
pace of their backs was 
stretching the Barry 
defence; two tries from 
their unstoppable winger 
made it 3-2. 

Barry began to force 
their plays and although 
Cian went over for 
another try, the pace of 
the Sully backs continued 
to cause problems; and 
they responded with 


another try to keep them 
in contention. 

After the break, Barry 
regained their compo¬ 
sure and started to move 
the ball with conviction. 
They were rewarded with 
an excellent score from 
Stephen Williams who 
forced his way over in the 
corner. 

At 5-3, Barry should 
have gone on to close the 
game out, but Sully 
would not give in, and 
once again they scored 
from deep after another 
fine individual run. This 
spurred Sully on and they 
forced a turnover in what 
would have been the final 
play. Again, they moved 
the ball wide and their 
pace was rewarded with 
the equalising try. 

Team; Jacob Pereira, 
Isaac McBride, Morgan 
Taylor, Charlie Bale, 
Ethan Watkins, James 
Latham, Myles Latham, 
Rhys Lloyd, Cian 
Anderson, Stephen 
Williams, Spencer 

Williams, Seb Fahiya, 
Harrison Kelly, James 
Chapman, Cole 

Saunders. JM 


TOM’S WIN 


TOM FLINT, elder 
brother of the more 
well-known jockey 
Rhys Flint, had plenty 
to smile about at 
Leicester last week 
when he won the con¬ 
ditional jockeys’ sell¬ 
ing handicap hurdle on 
the French-bred 
Kapdor , trained by his 
father John Flint at 
Cherry Tree Stables at 
Kenfig Hill, writes 
Brian Lee. 

Kapdor, who went off 
the 7-4 favourite, is 
owned by Brian Jones, 
and got home by half-a- 
length from Cityar. 

It was on Brian 
Jones’s Montana Gold in 
September that Tom 


chalked-up his first win¬ 
ner under rules. Tom, 
(22) is two years older 
than his brother, and is a 
first class golfer. 

The Vale’s Evan 
David chalked up his 
first winner of the season 
when landing the first 
division of the maiden 
race at the Black Forest 
Club Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases at Black 
Forest Fodge on David 
Brace’s Direct Line, 
which scored by six 
lengths from Bradley 
Book at odds of 6-1. 

Bridgend’s David 
Brace has saddled a win¬ 
ner at Black Forest 
Lodge three out of the 
last four years. 
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01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


22 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDStwai 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds P 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 



nces 


1 

Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 



BRIDGEND 

Pleated 


01656 858 143 

1 

CARDIFF 

Roman Blinds 

1 

02921 155009 

1 

LLANTRISANT 


1 

1 

01443 237753 

Vertical Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 


TGna /tooaiO IMsm 

UJAjJ HiMKID 

^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES ■ FREE ESTIMATES ■ OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
™S5V COVERING ALL AREAS 


Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

1 Poor Reception Fixed 
' ■ <- • OAP Discounts 

BSlViW * Additional TV Points 

< Digital Aerial Installations 
• Free Home Visits 

k « Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 




ital 

Aerials : 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 


D.P. 
BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 






^ NAlLWAi l*WT«£ 

Approved 


Stonemason/ 

Stonework 

Traditional 

Brickwork 


Individually Styled 
Conservatories 
Specialists 
in Extensions 


Save 10% on all pre-Christmas work 


07974 110396 or 01656 652558 


Plan your 2012 marketing with... 

01446 774484 


(ifc 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 

MASONWISEI 
BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 



365 BUILDING 

& MAINTENANCE 

STORM DAMAGE SPECIALIST 
Building & Roofing Contractors 
(Plus Insurance Work) 

• Carpentry • Plumbing • Plastering • Painting 

• Electrics • Fascias & Gutters • Decorating 

• New Build • Tree Surgery • Landscaping 

• Garage Door Repairs • Extensions 

• Loft Conversions • Flood Damage 

• Blocked Toilets & Sewers 
References available for inspection. 

All work done by time served tradespeople. 
Call for a no obligation free quote 

01446 734157 07920 436800 
07825 418757 


I 1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 



01446 737695 
07930 157952 


f c&qjl 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning & Carpet 
Fitting Specialist 


Special Offer: Lounge Carpet 
Cleaned for only £30 (5x4) 


Domestic, commercial & 
end of tenancy cleaning. 

07811 395145 
01446732933 
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HO Computer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

’cry»tal-!t" 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 






Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable j Bemestic and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken w 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias& Guttering ^ cyfeeEMirmtes 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


1" "I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


UliHJillrH 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


VALE CARPETS 

(Zanfcet 

tfuzt corner to you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


365 

CARPENTRY 

01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

“We do it air 


r'STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 

Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fully qualified. 



Qear$)of/y> 

(bwwyjmcef} \ * 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 


Tel. 07890 857238 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 

~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


W Hits wood 
- we're 

Sotn!ry m 900 dl 

Kitchens •Flooring* Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


0 All Internal & External Work 
0 No Job too Small 
0 25 Years Experience 
0 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
; v ; VEKA member is, recommended 

by Steve Davis ® t $ 

# (ft * * 0% FINANCE 


As Safe As 

LOCKSMITHS 


Emergency 24hr Call Out 


1 Friendly 
Local V t 


• Reliable ( j 
Bus: 01446 650688 
Mob: 07594 603167 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 


Bevelled Front Doors £499 

IF ORDERED IN DECEMBER 

Window and Door Repair Service 
Available 7 Days 
6 Windows Fitted from £1,495 
Composite Doors Fitted from £795 
French Doors from £795 
Conservatories from £3495 
Garage Conversions from £4500 




* Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 



STADRE 




* INTERNAL & EXTERNAL 
•QUALITY WORK 

* COMPETITIVE RATES 

* FREE QUOTATIONS 




07791 752532 
01656 728157 


Electrical 

Services 


LAING 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


INSTALL I 

ELECTRICAL 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines., Tumble Dryers., 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
S' Bridgend 659354 £ 07974 120082 


• All electrical work undertaken 

• Testing & Inspection 

• Fault Finding • Installation* 

• Haintakursce ♦ Repairs 


-- 01446 421072 

07816 091425 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 



snnstemlacj 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Stables • Field Shelters Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages Show Jumps • Hay Stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 



Garden & 
Landscaping Services 



APPROVED MARSHALLS & NATURAL PAVING, DRIVEWAY AND PATIO INSTALLERS 



Approved 
Landscape 
Contractors 
& Driveway 
Installers 


" ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references and portfolio available 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


LOGS 

FOR 

SALE 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


RIVEIUER - 

Horticultural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 

{jjHusqvama 


4 Vfc« 


APC 


Wales. Co.UK 


CARDIFF SHOWROOM l/-ADArc nftftul Loose/Bagged Sand. 

NOW OPEN I GARAGE DOOR I Stonedust + 10ml Chippings. 

Unit 2. Leckwith Road. Cardiff CFM SAP J SERVICES ■ All weighed with our onboard weighing scales. 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


FREE BLINDS - FREE TV’S - FREE PLAYSTATIONS 


rfuircni 1 


I MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 
1 01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

www.mpnwindows E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Showroom at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3 I 3HL 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


I PATIO SLABS from £1 per sq ft] 


Jim: 07724 815725 Chris: 07709 376934 


ms mmm 

Reaching the people from 
Penarth to Porthcawl 


j Lom pick Garden Service* 

‘ fCNONC0ttTKINft* Itris mu i>. lit ie.i % 
AKl> UWXS • 6 Alii, HTMt ASD KTKH 

lV4vpbo«l«: 01446 419428 
.,r 077*5 611753 
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Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 


01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co. uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 






q u Plumbing & Heating 

— ▼P™ 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 1 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


Full Independence Ltd 


WE REPAIR 
WITH CARE 


• Full Property Maintenance 

• Access Solutions 

• Landscaping & Design 

Easy Bathing Specialists 

Walk In - Sit Down - Relax 

CHRISTMAS OFFER: Get a free 
circulation booster pack worth £ 199.99 
with every walk in bath installation 
ordered before December 25th 2011. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND HAVE A 
LOOK AT THE WALK IN BATHS 
^^Units 1 & 2 Adenfield Way, Rhoose, 
VoG, CF62 3EA 



S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing 

• LPG Specialists 230141 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators N 


01446 790127 07719 60SS26 

HUkgUUItV NOtAU UC'I 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 



STAY WARM TSSSStt 

All Plumbing , Heating & Gas Services 

Servicing 

302 ,1 

M 

Combi Boiler Installation 
and Repair Specialist 

g & landlord certified boiler changes & upgrades 

Gas Cookers and Fires Fitted 
Leaking/Burst Pipes 

Tel. 02920 881358 

Mob. 07794 335053 
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The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) I 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 




LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £30 
for total beginners 
Christmas 
Vouchers available 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 






Christmas 

Vouchers 

Available 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


M r Plastering 
Services 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Td. 07915 390029 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


DC?lumbin$ 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

CJlQM > 

0*44* 6t|f71 

emit**** 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
® & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 



Power 
'Flush 
'Specialist 


Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


Bonny Tiler 

Wcdl & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk ™ 



Artisan 


TILING SERVICE 

30 Years Experience 
Free Quotes - OAP Discounts 

07838 834864 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent, wi ri ng@ hotmail.co.u k 



365 

ROOFING^ 

01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

“We do it air 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


INSTAJI 

SKIP HIRE LTE^r 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips| 

Delivered and Collected 
Discount ONLY on hardcore skips 
WASTE COLLECTIONS ~ - 
ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading 
Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF 

■ =a Tel: 01446 421072 






Fairfax & Glover Roofing 


Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 
• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.sNyeyroofi ng.co.uk 
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BEST C0SH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


Avoid the cell - 

USE A&L! 

N* 

— 

% 


We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


c '/jijtiiijjj ► 



Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Abacus 


Your local skip hire company 

£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


2 yard £79 

3 yard £89 

4 yard £99 
6 yard £119 
8 yard £149 
14 yard £189 


100% Wood/Stone/Soil 



£63 

£71 

£81 

£101 

£121 

£140 



0800 
030 4549 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 


[ ^ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


with 

and 

ntal j 

A 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


£170 minimum 
up to £20,000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 JY1INIJY1ZJJY1 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 
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A copy of this Notice in 
larger print can be obtained 
from Welsh Government 
Transport, Cathays Park, 
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MISSING 

Large Reward Offered 

Black Terrier Dog 

Grey around face, 
much-loved family pet. 

Last seen in fields near 
Flemingston/ St Athan 
area on 30/11/11. 

Any information, please. 

07977 484335 



Leather Large 
& Regular Sofa 

Upholstered in 
chocolate leather. 

Large: h75; w180; d80cm. 
Regular: h75; w150; d80cm. 

£60 buyer to collect. 

Call Jenny 
07841 339 296 49/5C 


6V Battery 
Powered Car 

In Red, age 2-5 years. £60. 

Two Bridesmaids 
Dresses 

Pink taffeta, one size 14-16 
and one size 10-12. 
Sold separately £90 each. 
01446 793888 _ 


Argos Value 
Range Fridge 
Freezer 

Only 5 months old, 
4.27 cubic feet £90. 

Small Cream 
Chaise Longue £190. 
07738 698838 


MUlNtl fUKAf 


Vibra Power 
Fitness Trainer 

With DVD, 
as new. £ 100 . 
No offers. 

01446 794282 


barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


Big Bag Logs 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 

Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01443 237439 
Mobile 07815 861864 



Send your 
Christmas 
Greetings 
through 
The GEM! 

Prices from 
£20 + VAT 

Tel: 01446 
774484 

or e-mail: 

gemsales@ 

tindlenews 

.co.uk 


M®Q©gp© ?®cp 


2008 

Fiesta 1.25 Style 

5-Dr, blue, lady owner, 
37,000 miles, MOT April 
2012. Balance of 2 year 
Ford warranty included. 
Lovely car. 

£3,795 

Tel: 07812 243717^ 


52 Reg 

Ford KA 1.2 

Silver, only 19,000 miles, 
two lady owners in one 
family, just serviced, 

12 months MOT, lovely 
condition. 

£1,995 

Tel: 01446 771788 


Ford Focus 
Estate 1.9 TDCi 

Silver right hand drive, 
CE02 CWL. FSH, one 
owner, MOT and taxed til 
April 2012, 42,400 miles. 

£2,500 

Tel: 01446 739471 


MOBILITY 

SCOOTER 

Bush Healthcare 
Deluxe 

With shopping basket, 
as new. £275 
Tel: 01446 732596 




Happy 21st Birthday 
SUZI 

LINDSAY 


Monday 12th December 2011 


Lots of love, Liam, 
Jenny and Dad 



Happy 70th Birthday 

WENDY 

HALLETT 

on 

12 December 2011 

To the best Mum and Nanny ever 

All Our Love, Emma, Martin, 

David & Matthew, their partners and 
all your grandchildren xxx 





GRIFFITHS 

Gordon 

Peacefully on Saturday December 3 at home 
with his family at Llanblethian. 

Beloved husband of Helen, dearly loved father and 
father-in-law of Andrew and Akiko, Sian and 
David, Sarah and Nick and a loving grandfather. 
Funeral and interment on Wednesday 
December 14 at 2pm at Llanblethian Church. 
Family flowers only. 

Donations, if so desired, to Marie Curie 
c/o Thomas Brothers Funeral Directors, 
Llandough, Cowbridge 


Fairclough 

Philip Neil 

Peacefully on November 30, Philip, loving son 
of John and Jean, much-loved brother of 
Stephen and the late Michael. 

FTncle to his nieces and nephews, loving partner 
of Sonia, sadly missed by Zoe and Dean, will 
be greatly missed by all who knew him. 
Funeral service at St Dochdwys Church, 
Llandough, Cowbridge on Friday December 9 at 
12 noon, followed by interment. Flowers may be 
sent to Thomas Brothers, Green Gate, Ewenny 
Road, St Brides Major. 


E)aGr^(ill©5^ >> 


W. A. Brown & Son 


funeral Dirt*, lor* 
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Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


W. H. PREENE & SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 



TOLeL 



TOLEf 


/^Barry Island 

Three bedroom large double 
fronted terraced house 
overlooking Waterfront. 
Lovely condition, carpeted, 
unfurnished, C/H, D/G, 
bond & refs required. 

£560 pem 

Tel: 07816 504625 


3 Bed Bungalow 

Welsh St Donats 

Kitchen, lounge, cloakroom, 
bathroom, separate wet room, 
utility room, garage & garden. 

£l,000pcm 

Plus rates and utilities 

Tel: 07974 070299 
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So you drive a modern diesel 
- do you know about DPFs? 


Ns 


[EARLY all 
diesels made 
I in the last 
six years are fitted 
with a ‘Diesel 
Particulate Filter’ 
(DPF) designed to 
save the environ¬ 
ment from all the 
toxic soot that tra¬ 
ditional diesels are 
famous for. 

The basic idea is that 
the DPF traps all the 
soot produced and burns 
it off during a long jour¬ 
ney. 

As with any filter 
(think of the bag in your 


vacuum cleaner) they 
have to be emptied reg¬ 
ularly to maintain per¬ 
formance and allow the 
system to work proper¬ 
ly- 

For a DPF this 
process is called ‘regen¬ 
eration’ where any col¬ 
lected soot is burnt off 
at high temperature to 
leave only a tiny ash 
residue. 

To get your vehicle to 
‘regenerate’ you need to 
get it up to average tem¬ 
perature on a continu¬ 
ous run of about 20 
minutes. 

Unfortunately, if you 
don’t do frequent longer 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



( 01656 ) 

>660160 

Ful <*e*oto ovaitatoto on txw weberte 

www.wickvanhiro.co.uk 


distance journeys, the 
DPF filter will clog and 
force your vehicle into a 
reduced performance 
mode. 

You’ll probably be 
presented with a DPF 
symbol on the dash or 
messages like ‘Anti- 
Pollution Fault’, 
‘Exhaust Filter 
Problem’ or ‘Particulate 
Filter Fault’. 

The worst thing any 
driver can do is to keep 
driving their vehicle 
when it flags up a fault; 
this is true of any light 
or error on the dash. 

As soon as you start 
getting a warning, book 
your vehicle in at an 
independent specialist 
or the main dealer for a 
proper diagnostic test. 

Most probably, the 
cause will be a high 
accumulation of soot in 
the DPF, basically the 
filter beginning to 
block. 

Regrettably, the main 
dealers are bound by 
vehicle manufacturer’s 
guidelines and will rec¬ 
ommend a DPF filter 
replacement. Sounds 
like a good idea, until 
you realise that a typical 
replacement DPF filter, 
made by the vehicle 
manufacturer, costs in 
excess of £1,000! 

There is actually no 
need to replace an old 
filter with new. Using 
computer controlled 
ovens or special clean¬ 


ing chemicals, blocked 
filters can be cleaned or 
cooked to burn off the 
excess soot. 

This returns your 
DPF to as good as new 
and is far more cost 
effective than buying a 
new filter. 

There is also a more 
drastic solution of a 
complete DPF removal. 
It requires the blocked 
filter being replaced 
with a standard exhaust 
and the tricky process 
of preventing the vehi¬ 
cle flashing up mes¬ 
sages on the dash or 
remaining in limp 
mode. 

A typical tuning or 
ECU expert is required 
to reprogram the ECU 
with custom software. 

The disadvantage of 
this is that the vehicle 
will produce more soot 
like a conventional 
diesel engine, although 
well within current 
MOT regulation limits. 

If you have a DPF or 
engine management 
problem, get the car to 
an independent special¬ 
ist (make sure it’s some¬ 
where that understands 
DPFs) as soon as possi¬ 
ble to avoid costly 
engine or turbo damage. 
The worst thing you can 
do is to keep driving it! 

If you have problems 
or would like to find out 
more, contact Permoveo 
Euro Specialists, tele¬ 
phone: 0800 033 7807. 


Lucky Llantwit footballers get 
support from company sponsor 
and from former Miss Wales! 




Llantwit Major under-15 team is supported by 
local company A2Z Locksmiths and 
sponsor Geraint Watkins is shown on the left 
with the lads. A club spokesman said: “Geraint 
is extremely keen and never misses a game. 
The club is most grateful for his support. ” 
LEFT: 

Courtenay presents the international 
match ball and Welsh football 
top to the under-12 players. 

LLANTWIT MAJOR under-12A football 
team received a visit from Miss Wales 
2010, Courtenay Hamilton, who made a 
special presentation to them. 

Courtenay gave the boys the match ball from 
the recent Wales v Norway international signed 
by Gareth Bale and herself. She also presented 
them with a signed Wales shirt. 

A club spokesman explained: “We are grateful 
to Courtenay for donating these prizes to the 
Llantwit Major Junior Football Club Christmas 
raffle.” 

UNDER-15s 

Meanwhile, the under-15 footballers have 
thanked Geraint Watkins of A2Z for his on¬ 
going sponsorship of the team. 
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‘Swimability’ 
lessons 
for disabled 
children 

Swimming instructors Brian Jones 
and Phillipa Wheeler, together with swimming 
development officer Sian Davies (right), 
are all set for the new Swimability classes 
at Penarth Leisure Centre. 


NEW swimming les¬ 
sons for disabled 
children are to start 
for the first time at 
Penarth Leisure 
Centre. 

A ‘Swimability’ 


classes, and further new 
swimming sessions are 
also in the pipeline for 
the New Year. 

Sian, who is the sister 
of Olympic swimming 
star David Davies, has 
taught hundreds of chil- 


beginners class for stages dren to swim over the last 
1-4 will be held every few years. She said: “We 
Friday 6pm-6:30pm are also looking into the 
from December 9, while possibility of introducing 
stages 5-7 will be taught Welsh-language lessons, 
every Monday as well as mother and 

6pm-6:30pm from baby classes after 
December 5. Christmas.” 

Penarth Leisure For more information, 
Centre’s new swimming telephone to book your 
development officer, child’s place in the 
Sian Davies, is excited Swimability classes on 
about the Swimability 01446 403000. 


Irene and Noelle 
retain the Cup! 



ABOVE: 

Irene Thomas and Noelle Bond after 
defending the Margaret Calder Cup. 
THE latest results teams was won by Kay 


from Barrivale P r 7 er ’ Diana Kendrick, 

Bridge Club are as 
follows: 


Vivien Liles and Hilary 
Laurence. 

The club’s ladies pairs 
The club held its team champions, Irene 

championship for the Thomas and Noelle 
David Martyn Cup on Bond, recently success- 
consecutive Tuesdays, fully defended the 
November 15 and 22. Margaret Calder Cup 
The winners, with 84 which they won last 
per cent, were Irene year. 

Thomas, Graham Jones, New members are 
Mike Close and Tim always welcome at 
Barsby. Barrivale For more 

The Four Aces Trophy information, telephone 
for less experienced 01446 733425. 


J 


LAN DOW 



V 


mswsi 


mm 

_ r 


1 Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

1 Van MOT Preparation 

1 Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 


TV 

\ V . \ 



VALE TRAINERS’ 
SATURDAY SUCCESS 


V ALE train¬ 
ers Tim 
Vaughan 

and Evan Williams 
made it a great day 
for Welsh horse 
racing on 
Saturday, when 
they both landed 
winners at the two 
big race meetings 
Aintree and 
Sandown. 

Tim took the famed 
Grand Sefton Handicap 


Chase at Aintree with 
his nine-year-old 
Stewart’s House and 
Evan the London 
National Handicap 
Chase at Sandown Park 
with his 10-year-old 
Deep Purple. 

Stewart’s House, 
who was racing over 
two miles and five fur¬ 
longs of the Grand 
National course, held on 
by a neck to beat the 
gambled-on Linnel, but 
unfortunately Stewart’s 
House jockey, Aidan 


Good football 
from Rhoose 
under-13s 


RHOOSE under- 
13s played Wenvoe 
and started the 
game with some 
good attacking foot¬ 
ball. 

They took the lead 
when Daniel Cope 
weaved his way through 
the Wenvoe defence 
before passing to 
Cameron Leach, whose 
first time effort found the 
top corner. 

Rhoose continued to 
attack, with Mitch 
McCabe always looking 
threatening down the left 
wing, and increased their 
lead with a well-worked 
move involving Jay 
Coles, who threaded the 
ball into the path of 
Daniel Cope, who kept 
his composure and slot¬ 
ted it home. 

Wenvoe looked 
threatening on the break 
and were rewarded with 
a well-struck effort just 
before the break. 

In the second half, 
Rhoose used the wind to 
their advantage and cen¬ 
tral defender Matt 
Cottington hit a blister¬ 


ing strike from outside 
the box to increase the 
Rhoose advantage. 

Rhoose defenders 
Ryan Hughes, Edward 
Thomas and Patrick 
O’Carroll remained 
focused throughout the 
game and looked solid at 
the back. Lee Bartlett 
linked up well with Josh 
Brown in midfield and it 
was Lee who crossed the 
ball to Cameron Leach, 
who scored his second. 

Josh Brown had a 
great opportunity to 
score, but unselfishly 
picked out Mitch 
McCabe, who slotted the 
ball into the net. 

Jordan Holt made 
some timely challenges 
in midfield and Joe 
Hopkins looked com¬ 
posed in defence. Just 
before the end, Cameron 
Leach picked up on a 
long kick by keeper 
Michael Wilson and 
completed his hat-trick. 

This was a great send 
off for Rhoose manager 
Mark Bartlett, who is 
deploying overseas for 
12 months. 

MB 


COWBRIDGF CAR BUYER 

Will Roy Amy Car, 

ILv^h frrr* 

S*\c* !*N, or M llmx pnvjurh 
Top prKW, paid ra»h 

MYLES BROWNING 
07769600517 


Coleman, was banned 
for seven days for using 
his whip 11 times - 
instead of the allowed 
eight - and forfeited his 
share of the £30,950 
winning prize money. 

Bookmakers now 
make Stewart’s House a 
33-1 chance for next 
year’s Grand National. 

A delighted Tim said: 
“I bought Stewart’s 
House for £11,000, and 
I am really happy for 
his owners, who are 
lovely people. He 
might be the type of 
Grand National horse 
which will hunt around 
for a circuit, and then 
get in the action in the 
closing stages of the 
race.” 

Evan’s stable jockey 
Paul Moloney was seen 
at his best when win¬ 
ning on Deep Purple, 
who was running for the 
first time in 240 days 
and who carried top 
weight of list 121b. 

During the closing 
stages, Deep Purple, 
who had been promi¬ 
nent throughout, looked 
like a beaten horse and 
appeared to be going 
backwards. 

However, Moloney 
soon had him going 
again and he went on to 
win by the easiest of 
three lengths to the sur¬ 
prise of his handler, 
who had doubts about 
his charge staying the 
three miles and five fur¬ 
longs of this marathon 
event. 

Deep Purple wasn’t 
Evans’ only winner of 
the day, as at Chepstow 
his nine-year-old Oscar 
GoGo won the two 
mile, three furlong 
handicap chase under 
Adam Wedge. 

BRIAN LEE 


Schools gymnasts 
are on top form 
in regional finals 


LLANTWIT Major 
School Gymnastics 
teams have started 
the competition sea¬ 
son very impressive¬ 
ly for the third con¬ 
secutive year. 

The regional novice 
championships, held in 
Whitchurch High 

School, were on Friday, 
November 24. 

The school entered 
three teams, under-14 
boys (James Hilditch, 
Matthew Young, Ben 
Burrows and Peter 
Teague); under-14 girls 
(Sophie Doogue, Chelsea 
Dawes, Charlotte Law 
and Lara Tombs); and 
under-12 girls (Alice 
Teague, Rachel Reilly, 
Cerys Thomas, Ellie 
Wride and Georgia 
Roberts Powell). 

All did extremely well 
in the regionals, with the 
boys being crowned 
county champions and 
the year-7 girls runners 
up. 

Both teams qualified 
for the Welsh finals in the 
Welsh Institute of Sport 
the following week. 

The finals got off to a 
good start with strong 
routines from the under- 
12 girls - schools from 
all across the country 
travelled to Cardiff for 
the finals. 

With more than 25 
schools, the under-12 
girls finished in a strong 
fifth place. 

The boys competition 
saw the four under-14 
boys awarded a silver 
medal. 



Llantwits under-12 girls gymnastic team. 


Darts 

league 

A League Points: 

Wenvoe Arms 87, 
White Hart 86, Boverton 
Castle A1 82, Kings 
Head 74, Kings Cup 71, 
Shoes Peterston 68, 
Golden Cups 63, Rugby 
Club 62, Fox & Hounds 
54, Blacksmiths A1 49, 
Four Bells 47, Lamb & 
Flag 43, Blacksmiths A2 
32, Boverton Castle A2 
27. 

C League Points: 

Lamb & Flag Cl 46, 
Carpenters Arms 43, 
Lamb & Flag C2 39, 
Kings Head Cl 38, Kings 
Cup 37, Highwayman 
29, Kings Head C2 26, 
Farmers Arms 21, Rugby 
Club 16. 

DC 


Club gains 
black belts 


INSTRUCTOR 
Simon Griffiths 
(3rd Dan) was over¬ 
whelmed with pride 
when five of his 
hard-working stu¬ 
dents achieved their 
Kukkiwon 1st Dan 
black belts in the 
Korean art of WTF 
Olympic 
Taekwondo. 

With encouragement 
and guidance from their 
instructor and the assis¬ 
tant instructor, Seb 
Davies, they trained hard 
for two years to perfect 
their skills and fitness to 
the required standards at 
Y stradowen Village 
Hall, Cowbridge. 

The test was over¬ 
looked and supervised 
by Master Pori Stone 
(Taekwondo Cymru 
Association) who is the 


only Korean registered 
5th Dan examiner in 
Wales, and has produced 
national, international 
and junior Olympic 
medallists over the last 
25 years. 

The examination 
included traditional 
Korean patterns, break¬ 
ing ability, full contact 
sparring and a number of 
self defence movements, 
and the students now 
hold world and Olympic 
recognised Kukkiwon 
Korean certificates. 

If you or your children 
are interested in joining 
our family friendly club, 
then come along to the 
Ystradowen Village Hall 
on Wednesdays at 
5.30pm - 7pm or contact 
Simon through 

www. taekwondo- 
cymru.co.uk. 

SG 


Barry under-7s 
are starting to 
make progress 


BARRY under-7s 
Mini Bombers took 
to the road once 
more for a trip to 
Rhydyfelin under- 
7s. 

Even though the sun 
was shining, the condi¬ 
tions underfoot were 
very heavy, but this did 
not deter either side from 
playing some very enter¬ 
taining rugby. 


Barry lost out to some 
very organised and skill¬ 
ful rugby in the first of 
two games by a score of 
6 tries to 3, but the Mini 
Bombers showed great 
character and played 
some excellent flowing 
rugby of their own to 
win the second game 5-4 
and end the morning on a 
high. 

CP 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 
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new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 





New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 


Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 



57 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 3-dr 
Hatchback in Calorado red with Kyoto dark 
interior CD, aux input, electric windows, 
colour coded bumpers, 
only 31,995 miles 


£5,795 





09 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Sxi. In metallic 
grey with dark interior, air con, alloy wheels, 
front fogs, immobiliser, 
radio/cd only 42,200 miles 


£6,995 



06 56 FORD FIESTA Ghia 5-dr hatchback in 

metallic blue with black leather interior, alloy 
wheels, radio/cd, a/c, colour coded 
bumpers, only 38,830 miles 


£5.995 


08 08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 16v Design 
3-dr. In star silver with charcoal interior, 

AUX input, radio cd, alloy wheels, _ 

aircon, ISOFIX fixing points, 

26,930 miles 


£7,995 





08 08 FORD Focus 2.0 Titanium Auto in 

with dark interior, quickclear front screen, 
radio/cd, automatic headlights, alloy wheels, 
privacy glass, immobiliser, 
only 7,750 miles 


£8,995 



04 04 FORD Focus 1.6LX Automatic 5-dr 
hatchback in Moon dust silver with matre grey 
interior, air con, cd, quick clear screen, 
electric windows, alloy wheels, 
only 66,790 miles 


£3,995 





05 05 BMW 118d 2.0TD Sport 5-dr hatchback 

in silver with grey interior, alloy wheels, radio/cd, 
rear parking sensors, full service 
history, only 60,000 miles 


£7,995 





05 55 BMW 1 Series 2.0TD 118d ! 
Hatchback. In sapphire black with a 
interior, CD, climate control, alloy 
wheels, front fogs, 52,000 miles 


£8,995 




THIS FESTIVE SEASON VISIT OI K 

IIICpF 

INDOOR SHOWROOM WITH OVER 30 CARS INSIDE 

LARGEST 

PRE OWNED CAR SHOWROOM IN THE VALE 

OCR ONE STOP SHOP ON SITE OFFERS - WORKSHOP FACILITIES 
MOT STILL ONLY £25 • WINTER SERVICE CHECK STILL ONLY £18 



OFF ROAD PARKING FOR CUSTOMERS i 

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 


Saturday 24th December 
Sunday 25th December 
Monday 26th December 
Tuesday 27th December 
Wednesday 28th December 
Thursday 29th December 
Friday 30th December 
Saturday 31st December 

Sunday 1st January 2012 
Monday 2nd January 2012 

Tuesday 3rd January 2012 


SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES 

SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 

SALES 

SERVICE 

SALES/SERVICE 


SALES 


CLOSED 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 
8.30am - 5.00pm 
8.30am - 5.00pm 
8.30am - 5.00pm 
9.00am - 5.00pm 
8.30am -12.00 noon 
CLOSED 
9.00am - 5.00pm 
Bookings Only 
Normal Hours 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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AutoPro 

CAR SALES 


Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm 


01446 700066 
07919 076589 


www.auto-pro.co.uk 


06 06 FORD Fiesta ST 1999cc 3-dr Hatchback. 

In blue, air con, 1/2 leather sports seats, 
radio/CD, low miles just 43k, FSH .. .£3,995 
06 FORD Transit 2-Ltr Diesel, MoT July 2012, 

full service history. £5,295 

04 04 VOLKSWAGEN Bora diesel 1896cc, 4-dr 
saloon. Metallic beige, 1 former keeper, 2 
keys, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, 94k, cruise control... 

.£3,795 

06 06 VAUXHALL Astra SRi 1796cc 5-dr hatch¬ 
back. Metallic silver, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, remote 

central locking, 80k. £3,695 

57 07 FORD KA Zetec 1297cc 3-dr Hatchback. 
In black, 2 keys, radio/CD, power steering, 

e/windows, FSH, low miles 30k . £3,495 

54 04 FORD Focus 1796cc Zetec 5-dr hatch¬ 
back. In blue, radio/cd, a/c, remote central 

locking, fsh, low miles. £2,995 

02 02 FORD Focus ST 170,1988cc 3-dr hatch¬ 



back. In black, 6 speed manual, traction con¬ 
trol, a/c, s/h, radio/cd . £1,995 

52 02 SKODA Octavia RS 1781cc. Metallic sil¬ 
ver, half black leather sports seats, reverse 
sensors, traction control, FSH, remote central 

locking, radio/cd, 2 keys, a/c. £1,995 

02 02 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, 
pas, e/w, a/con, full service history, new MoT 

on purchase, 89k,. £1,895 

03 03 RENAULT Megane Scenic 1390cc MPV. 
In blue, air con, E/W, E/M, radio/cassette, 1/2 

leather seats, 79k. £1,695 

V 99 MERCEDES A160 Avantgarde 5-Dr 1.6. 
Metallic silver, leather heated seats, 2 keys, 
one owner from new, Sept 2012 MOT £1,795 
PART EXCHANGE TO CLEAR 
T 99 VOLKSWAGEN Caddy Diesel. MoT until 
September 2012. £995 



06 06 FORD Fiesta ST 
1999cc 3-dr Hatchback. 

In blue, air con, 1/2 
leather sports seats, 
radio/CD, low miles just 
43k, FSH.£3,995 


01 VOLVO V70 Automatic 
Estate. 2001 model with 7 
seats, FSH, A/C, CD, E/W, 
remote locking, comes with 
new MOT, taxed until May 
2012. £2,195 


06 FORD Transit 2-Litre 
Diesel, MoT July 2012, 
full service history 
.£5,295 


03 DAEWOO Kalos 

1.4. 5-dr, alloys, c/s, 
p/w, a/c, service histo¬ 
ry, MoT Oct 12, Tax 
April 12, mileage 69k 

.£1,895 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY (All cars come with 12 months 
MOT or long MOT) Special offers on limited stock 


OBJECT OF DESIRE 
NEEDS FIRM HAND... 



A raunchy lonely 
hearts ad in a 
newspaper? No. 
More a description 
of the super sleek, 
ultra luxurious 
Maserati 
Quattroporte V8 
Sport GTS saloon. 

A colleague of mine 
is the chief executive of 
a public limited compa¬ 
ny and when he wanted 
a unique set of wheels, 
he looked no further 
than the legendary 
Italian manufacturer. 

“I’ve had a thorough¬ 
ly satisfactory decade of 
owning Maseratis,” he 
reveals, not wishing to 
divulge his name for 
fear of negative publici¬ 
ty as the pay gap 
between bosses and 
staff continues to rise. 

“And as far as the QP 
(Quattroporte) is con¬ 
cerned one word covers 
it - ‘everything’ - it is 
‘everything’ I need from 
a car!” 

From the moment 
you clap eyes on it, its 
strong presence is 
instantly felt. The grille 
is like a monster's 
mouth - I wouldn't like 
to see that fast 
approaching in my rear 
view mirror! The 
Quattroporte’s elegant 
design never fails to 
win admirers and it’s 
hard to tear yourself 
away to actually step 
inside and drive. This 


very tasteful, well-pro¬ 
portioned supermodel is 
drop-dead gorgeous 
even if the rear is a little 
nondescript. 

This is only the sec¬ 
ond time I have had the 
chance of driving a 
Maserati and like drink¬ 
ing a fine Chateau 
Margaux, the experi¬ 
ence never fails to satis¬ 
fy, feeling just that little 
bit naughty. 

Like the equally 
attractive GranTurismo 
I had the pleasure of 
driving last year, as 
soon as you open the 
door a smile instanta¬ 
neously stretches across 
your face. 

It happens without 
fail every time as you 
are greeted by the 
sumptuous leather and a 
finish of the highest 
quality. 

This, combined with 
a superior driving posi¬ 
tion, all help to create a 


truly winning formula. 
Turn the key in the igni¬ 
tion and the roar and 
subsequent rumble from 
the exhaust is sufficient 
to make the road 
beneath vibrate and 
instantly send my nine- 
month old daughter 
Harriett off to the land 
of nod. 

Our run along the 
A27 to Brighton pro¬ 
vides some good oppor¬ 
tunities to sample the 
Maserati’s magnificent 
abilities - and they can 
be enjoyed within the 
legal speed limit, too. 

With a sub-five sec¬ 
ond 0-60 time boyracers 
are left... frankly irritat¬ 
ed. And my Italian 
beauty does this so 
effortlessly. 

It feels as if you’re 
nursing an explosive 
because the smallest 
kick of the accelerator 
sees it literally launch 
off like a rocket while it 


corners with laser-guid¬ 
ed precision. The six- 
speed auto quickly and 
generally smoothly 
changes between gears 
getting the most from 
the 4.7-litre engine. 

However, when 
pushed hard, it does 
seem to lurch through 
the gears giving an 
unsettling journey for 
my wife who was 
grasping the roof- 
mounted grab handle 
for all she was worth! 

A Maserati makes a 
magnificent statement. 
Maserati Quattroporte 
(2004 on). 

New price range: 
£81,275 - £94,350 . 
Engine: 4.7-Iitre, 8 
cylinder, 32 valves. 
0-60mph: 4.9secs. 

Top speed: 177mph. 
Power: 433bhp. 
Economy: 18mpg. 

TIM 

SAUNDERS 
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HERE IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR HUGE STOCK, FROM OYER 140 USED CARS, 4X4s & MPYs 


08 AUDI Q7 TDi Quattro 240 S Line Tip, 
4x4, Automatic, Estate, 5-dr, Diesel, 
38,000 miles.£24,495 p/x welcome 


02 LAND ROVER Discovery 4.0 V81 ES, 7 
seater, 5-dr, automatic, station wagon, 
43,000 miles .£7,995 p/x welcome 


00 RANGE ROVER 4.6 Vogue, 4x4, Auto¬ 
matic, station wagon, 4-dr, 116,000 
miles.£4,995 p/x welcome 


03 LAND ROVER Defender Hard Top TD5, 
4x4, Manual, All terrain, Diesel, 4-dr, 
62,000 miles .£8,495+VAT 


Ub subaku impreza 2.u wkx awu luroo 
4-dr 300 UK model with FSSH, 45,000 
miles.£7,495 p/x welcome 


06 TOYOTA Hilux HL2 Double Cab pick up 
2.5 D-4D, 4WD, 2-dr, manual, all terrain, 
diesel, 99,000 miles.£9,995+VAT 


07 SUBARU Legacy 2.0 R 5-dr estate, 

automatic, fsh, 90,000 miles . 

.£6,995 p/x welcome 


06 SUZUKI Grand Vitara 1.9 DDIS, 5-dr, 
all terrain vehicle with fsh, diesel estate, 
70,000 miles .£7,995 p/x welcome 


07 TOYOTA Hilux Invincible D/Cab pick up 
3.0 D-4D, 4-dr manual 6 speed, diesel, 
29,000 miles.£16,995 no VAT 


07 TOYOTA Hilux HL2 Pick up 2.5 D-4D 
120, 2-dr, all terrain, manual, diesel 151 
miles .£6,995 p/x considered 




99 SUBARU Impreza Turbo 2000, 4WD, 5- 

dr estate, manual, 83,000 miles. 

.£2,795 p/x welcome 


05 TOYOTA Land Cruise 3.0 D-4D LC4, 5- 
dr auto, 7 seater, automatic, diesel sta¬ 
tion wagon, 59,700 miles £15,995 no VAT 


07 TOYOTA RAV4 D-4D XT3, 5-dr, manu¬ 
al, fsh, diesel estate, 124,000 miles . .. 
.£7,995 p/x welcome 


08 BMW 3 Series 320D SE, 2-dr Coupe 
diesel auto, M Sport alloys, diesel, 
80,000 miles.£12,995 p/x welcome 


05 BMW 5 Series 530D Sport, 4-dr, auto, 
fully loaded inc navigation, diesel, 
92,500 miles .£9,995 p/x welcome 


08 BMW M3, 2-dr, 2000 MLS, full leather, 
sat nav, 1 owner, manual coupe, 20,000 
miles.£28,995 p/x welcome 


06 CHRYSLER Voyager 2.8 CRD Limited, 
5-dr auto, fsh, diesel estate, 54,000 
miles.£7,995 p/x welcome 


06 CHRYSLER 300C 3.0 V6 CRD 4-dr 
Auto, sat nav & lux pack, fsh, diesel 
saloon, 67,000 miles.£8,995 


08 FORD C-Max 1.8TDCi Zetec, 5-dr, fsh, 
manual diesel estate, 57,000 miles . . . 
.£6,995 p/x welcome 


06 FIAT Panda 1.2 Dynamic, 5-dr, manu¬ 
al, hatchback, 39,000 miles. 

.£2,995 p/x welcome 


08 FORD Focus 1.6 TDCi Titanium, 3-dr, 
factory sports pack fitted, hatchback, 
diesel, 35,000 miles.£8,995 p/x welcome 


10 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Edge with 
Air Con, 31k, Moondust Silver Metallic .. 
.£6,795 


05 HONDA Accord 2.2i CTDi Executive, 5- 
dr manual estate, diesel, 92,000 miles . 
.£4,995 p/x welcome 


04 FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 130 Ghia X, 5- 
dr, automatic, diesel hatchback, 82,000 
miles.£3,495 p/x welcome 


07 HONDA Civic 2.2 i-CTDi SE, 5-dr man¬ 
ual diesel hatchback, 93,500 miles .... 
.£5,995 p/x welcome 


08 MERCEDES-BENZ C Class C220 CDI 
SE, 5-dr, manual, diesel estate, 64,000 
miles.£11,995 p/x welcome 


09 MERCEDES-BENZ C220 CDi Blue Effi¬ 
ciency Sport, 4-dr, diesel saloon, 33,000 
miles.£16,995 p/x welcome 


08 MAZDA A2 1 4D TS, 5-dr, 1 owner with 
very low milage, manual diesel hatch¬ 
back. 33.000 miles .£6.495 d lx welcome 


07 MINI Cooper 1.6D, 5-dr, one owner 
with fsh, manual diesel estate, 25,500 
miles.£10,995 p/x welcome 


05 SKODA Octavia 2.0 TDi PD Sport, 5-dr, 
fsh, manual diesel hatchback, 59,000 
miles.£5,995 p/x welcome 
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2007 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8 
2-dr Coupe 

Indigo blue, automatic, 26,000 miles 

£24,995 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 BMW 325 2.5Ci 
M-Sport Convertible 

Silver, Automatic, 79,270 miles 

£6,495 



07 (56) CITROEN Xsara 
Picasso 1.6 16v VTX MPV 

Pearl metallic red, 47,343 miles 

£4,795 



02 SMART Passion Auto 

jn silver, 52,000 miles, leather, 
heated seats, a/c 

£2,995 


03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 37,000 Miles 

£15,995 


06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 


05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 
4x4 Diesel 5-Dr 

Jade Pearl, Auto, 62,132 Miles. 

£11,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


07 56 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8. 2-dr coupe, indigo blue, 

automatic, 26,000 miles.£24,995 

03 03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5 S. Silver/black leather, 

automatic, 37,000 miles.£15,995 

06 BMW 330 Diesel M-Sport Auto in met grey 

with cream leather, 34,000 miles, superb . .£13,995 
05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 4x4, Diesel 5-dr, jade 

pearl, auto, 62,132 miles.£11,995 

06 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel. 3-dr HSE, 
in met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav . .£8,995 
06 06 MERCEDES B180 CDI 2.0 SETip. 5-dr, telluar 

silver automatic, 75,499 miles .£7,995 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles .£6,495 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
in diamond black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 

owner.£6,495 

03 03 BMW 325 2.5 Ci M-Sport convertible. Silver, 

automatic, 79,270 miles.£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life Estate Auto. In silver, 
17,000 miles, A/C .£5,995 

53 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel ‘S’. 5-dr in 

silver, 74,000 miles .£5,495 

06 06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 2.0. 3-dr, dark met blue, 

49,717 miles.£4,995 

06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

59 964 miles £4 995 

54 BMW 318i ES. In metallic blue, 64,000 miles, a/c, 

alloys, cruise.£4,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in silver with cream 

leather, 75,000 miles.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater. In 
turquoise blue, with full leather, 78,000 miles 

with extras.£4,995 

06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at .£4,695 

05 05 BMW 320d 2.0 SE. Diesel, 4-dr, silver, 

110,000 miles .£4,695 

06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE in silver with black 

leather, 26,783 miles.£4,495 

54 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 Elegance 7-Seater In blue, 

62,000 miles, two owners .£3,495 

54 04 FORD Streetka Luxury in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible.£2,995 

04 04 FORD Streetka 1.6. 2-dr convertible, silver 
mist, 71,333 miles.£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


06 56 TOYOTA Prius 1.5 VVTi T3 Hybrid CVT. 5-dr, 

magnum grey, automatic, 68,000 miles . . . .£6,995 
09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

57 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3TR 5-dr. In met. Grey, 

47,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 3-dr. In met. grey, 

59,000 miles, 1 owner diesel at.£5,495 

56 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi Zetec Climate 5-dr in sil¬ 
ver, 43,000 miles, 1 owner, only £30 road tax£5,295 
07 07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 16v Energy. 5-dr, silver, 
52,318 miles .£4,695 


57 TOYOTA Yaris 
1.3 TR 5-door 

Met grey, 47,000 miles, 1 owner 

£5,995 


07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic blue, 

automatic, 56,017 miles.£4,995 

06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 16v Active. 5-dr, silver, 

45 09? milp«; £4 QQ5 

07 56 CITROEN Xsara Picasso \.S 16v VTX. 5-dr, 

MPV, pearl met red, 47,343 miles .£4,795 

06 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130 LX. 5-dr in silver, 

61,000 mile diesel.£4,695 

55 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate. 3-dr, in met grey, 

alloys, 65,000 miles.£4,695 

06 06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate. 3-dr, Colorado 

red, 52,406 miles .£3,995 

06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v SXi+. 3-dr, sea mist, 

46,022 miles.£3,995 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 

69,989 miles.£3,995 

05 05 HONDA Jazz 1.2 DSI S. 5-dr, electric blue, 
62,235 miles.£3,995 

54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S Automatic 3-dr in jazz blue, 

11,966 miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, moondust silver, 

65,159 miles.£3,695 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 VVT Expression. 

5-dr Estate, electric blue, 50,000 miles . . . .£3,695 

55 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr in met red, 62,000 

miles, economical hatch .£3,495 

05 05 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 VVT-i T2. 3-dr, silver, 

59,178 miles, low insurance.£3,495 

04 54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia. 5-dr, silver, 

67,657 miles.£3,495 

54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr. In silver, 

39,000 miles.£3,495 

04 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi. 5-dr, in tonic blue, 

81,000 miles, a/c.£3,495 

53 FORD C-Max 1.6 LX in black, 46,258 miles, 

2 owners, fantastic value.£3,495 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles.£3,295 

06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 

65,117 miles .£2,995 

03 53 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, burnt orange, 

71 999 milPQ £9 QQ5 

03 PEUGEOT 206CC 2.0SE in silver with ieather, ’ 

65,000 miles convertible .£2,995 

03 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr. In silver, 47,000 

miles, alloys, air con .£2,995 

02 SMART Passion Automatic in silver, 52,000 

miles, leather, heated seats, a/c .£2,995 

04 53 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique. 3-dr, met 

blue, 41,521 miles.£2,695 

53 ROVER 75 Club 1.8T Auto. In met Gold, 

37,000 miles.£2,695 

01 Y TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 16v VVTi GLS. 3-dr, silver, 

automatic, 81,179 miles.£2,695 

03 03 SEAT Ibiza 1.4SE 3-dr hatchback, silver, 

57,540 miles, 1 owner.£2,995 

52 02 FORD Fiesta 1.3LX 3-dr in met blue, 59,000 
mile local car.£2,495 



06 06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 
Zetec Climate 3-dr 

Colorado red, 52,406 miles 

£3,995 



02 JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 
Sport Auto 

In Blue, 62,000 Miles, two owners. 

£3,495 



T3 Hybrid CVT 5-dr 

Automatic, Magnum grey, 68,000 miles 

£6,995 



05 HONDA Jazz 
1.2 S 5-dr 

Electric Blue, 62,235 miles 

£3,995 


RaC 


All cars 

Just a small 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Ran 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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SOUTH WALES LEADING EURO SPECIALISTS 



Main Dealer Equipment 
Tools and Experience 
of all Leading Brands including: 

BMW-Mercedes 
Jaguar • Porsche 


^ Servicing 

V Dealer Diagnostics 

V ECU Repairs 
MOTTesting 

V DPF Problems 
ii/ Brakes &ABS 

v/ Transmission Servicing 

V Air-Con Repairs 

V Engine & Mechanical 
v/ Keys & Key Repairs 
v/ Warranty Claims 
^ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 
/ Laser Wheel Alignment 
v/ Main Dealer Staff 

^ Free Courtesy Car 


When it comes to BMW, Mercedes, PorscheAJagier no other 
independent spedafist in South Wales comes dose. 


Our hgilv skied former man dealer sta/f & tedrloans* traned to the highest standards have years of experience 
in everting from 40 year old Jaguars, cutting edge Porsche's to the latest BMW models. W*n the latest 
Diagnostic eqjpmeni eioeedng what even the dealer can do, vie can solve any problem with big savings lor you. 

Put simply we hwe the large* selection of diagnostic equipment n South Wales proving coverage for almost 
Every Make and Model, whether you have an engine or abs light on, are offering battery ckain* nave dpf 
problems, key and immcoitaer issues or harsh gearbox changes we can do more just dagnose; we can fix rt inhouse. 

Being a fa/rtfy run business we put traditional values at the core of everyth™ vie do, putting you the octane* first, 
we AWt you to return as a custom Rest assured that with Permoveo your car Is In sale, 

knowledgeable & trustworthy hands. All our work h guaranteed and wil not affect your manufacturers or used car 
warranty. 

PenroMro vrNclr servicing is the mxX comprebenwr you'll find, we provide exceptional value for money and with 
He services Ike Laser Wheel Alignment, AirCon Check with Top up, and 



ASK ABOUTOURDPFREFURB&REMOVAL SERVICE 




Euro Specialists 


Permoveo 

5Wooc1Ivtiii Road 
Barry Docks 
CF634JE 
08000337807 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 


LATEST DIAGNOSTICS & SYSTEMS TESTING 


CUTTING EDGE DIAGNOSTICS 
MAIN DEALER EQUIPMENT 
NOBODY ELSE COMES CLOSE 
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A BOY’S OWN ENDING AS SHANE 
SOMERSAULTS INTO FOLKLORE 

I N the days before the kick-off 
on Saturday, Wales head coach 
Warren Gatland had voiced his 
concerns that the game against 
Australia was a “test too far” for a 
team that had given their all, phys¬ 
ically and mentally, at the Rugby 
World Cup in New Zealand. 

And, indeed, this proved to be the case. 

In the end, it was surely too much to 
expect young players who had been hailed 
as one of the teams of the tournament, and 
hitting previously unreached heights of 
excellence, to repeat that prodigious effort 
so soon, in a match that had little real sig¬ 
nificance, other than at the turnstiles. 

Gatland had acknowledged this in con¬ 
ceding that the Millennium stadium fix¬ 
ture, though outside the normal interna¬ 
tional ‘window’, was needed to raise rev¬ 
enue for the WRU, given the absence of 
autumn fixtures in World Cup year. 

Even with the usual fervent backing of a 
62,000-strong home crowd (surprisingly 
large, considering the current economic cli¬ 
mate and the close proximity to Christmas) 
a much-depleted Wales were unable to 
replicate the stunning form that electrified 
the World Cup tournament. 

While the final score-line (18-24) was not 
too dissimilar to the RWC ‘bronze’ final 
loss to Australia (18-21) the quality of per¬ 
formance was a world away from the stan¬ 
dard Wales hit Down Under. 

Determination and commitment there 
was in abundance, but their efforts, not 
surprisingly, lacked the level of intensity 
they had achieved against South Africa 
and Ireland, for example, not many weeks 
before. 

Even so, Wales ended a drab first half 
with a 6-3 lead, thanks to two penalties by 
outside half Rhys Priestland, to one by his 



BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 

opposite number O’Connor. 

Injuries and unavailability robbed them of 
several first choice players, most notably 
prop Adam Jones, and once again his 
absence not only underlined how utterly 
indispensable he is to Wales, but also the 
failure of the professional regions to pro¬ 
duce comparable tight-heads in the decade 
since they replaced the first class clubs as 
the top tier of Welsh rugby. 

One notable highlight in an otherwise 
low-key first period, was a try-saving tack¬ 
le at the corner post by Shane Williams, 
playing in his 87th and final international 
match (a feat he repeated in the second 
half) and the expectant crowd hoped that 
the Welsh team would step up a gear after 
the interval, to help him sign off with a 
memorable win over one of the Tri-Nations 
giants. 

One minute into the second half, the 
unfortunate Leigh Halfpenny was red- 
carded for tackling an attacker without the 
ball and during the 10 minutes he was in 
the sin bin, clinical Australia suddenly 
showed their world class pedigree by run¬ 
ning in three smartly-taken tries. 

To their credit, Wales pluckily battled 
back, with Rhys Priestland burrowing and 
twisting over for a try he converted him¬ 
self, to make the score 11-24 - with time 
fast ebbing away. 

Then, almost on the stroke of full time, 
came the Boy’s Own ending that everyone 
in the crowd had been waiting for. 

The Welsh forwards won the ball and it 
was sent spinning wide to the right and 
who should be there, but Shane Williams 
(typically looking for work in the centre!) 
dancing and gliding through for his 58th 
try for Wales (plus two more for the 
British and Irish Lions). 


His jubilant somersault brought to an end 
an epic international career that has placed 
him firmly among the greatest players to 
have ever donned a Welsh, or any other 
rugby jersey. 

Wales’ loss should be Ospreys’ gain, for 
hopefully - as in the case of Welsh football 
star, Ryan Giggs - there will be several 
more seasons yet ahead to light up the club 
scene before the little maestro finally hangs 
up his boots. 

As for the Welsh squad, they will be wel¬ 
comed back with relief by their regions 
before resuming Heineken hostilities and 
then gearing up for the Six Nations in the 
New Year. 

Further ahead still is the daunting 
prospect of three full tests in Australia and 
after Saturday, the Welsh camp have been 
reminded of the gap that has still to be 
closed if they are to finally lift that elusive 
southern hemisphere scalp. 



The many faces of Shane... (left) with 
his son and daughter, (above) heading 
for the try line and (below) touching 
down for the last time in a Welsh shirt. 



Reuben’s first half hat-trick 
seals fine under-lls victory 


Cowbridge under-lls 63 
Pentyrch under-lls 0 


COWBRIDGE 
under-lls delivered 
their best perform¬ 
ance of the season 
so far, with a con¬ 
vincing win over a 
Pentyrch team who 
they only narrowly 
beat a few weeks 
ago. 

The boys ran in nine 
unanswered tries, and 
with loan in great kick¬ 
ing form converting 
each one, the final score 
was 63-0. 

The game’s first try 
came from Reuben 
Williams, following 
some excellent handling 
skills by the backs. 


Christmas 

Menu 


-Kgd Jfion 

L 01446 781208 


Reuben also set up the 
next try with a character¬ 
istic touchline charge, 
only to be tackled just 
short of the line. Luke 
Martin was the first to 
the breakdown and man¬ 
aged to force himself 
over in the comer to give 
a comfortable 14-0 lead 
after only five minutes 
of the game. 

Reuben then got his 
second try of the game, 
when he found himself 
in the now familiar posi¬ 
tion of outside centre. 

He received a great 
miss pass from loan and 
strolled to the line with 
no Pentyrch defence in 
sight. Next to get on the 
score sheet was the diffi¬ 
cult to tackle flying 
winger, Harry Edwards. 

One move resulted in 
Evan finding himself 
some space and with a 
few side-steps the pitch 
opened up. 

Harry was, as ever, in 


support and with only 
one defender to beat, 
Evan unselfishly gave 
Harry the scoring pass. 

Reuben then achieved 
his hat-trick of tries - all 
in the first half. 

Pentyrch were starved 
of position and panicked 
a bit with the ball and 
knocked it on just inside 
their half. loan picked 
up the loose ball and 
with his trademark 
dummy, found himself 
in acres of space. Once 
again with the last 
defender to beat, he 
passed to Reuben for a 
well-worked try. 

The last try of the first 
half came from a charac¬ 
teristic barn storming 
mn from Ben. With loan 
converting all six first 
half tries, 42-0 was the 
half-time score. 

The second half got 
underway with a fantas¬ 
tic turnover by Iestyn 
Fenn, who fed the ball to 


loan, who showed a turn 
of pace to outpace the 
Pentyrch defence. 

loan then turned his 
hand to defence with a 
try-saving tackle. 

Reuben then got his 
fourth and final try of 
the game after a great 
individual run. 

Finally, Bamy got his 
name on the score sheet 
after another great run 
by Reuben, who had 
learnt from Evan and 
loan before him, by 
passing the ball with one 
defender to beat, making 
the mn in for Bamy an 
easy one. 

Final score 63-0. 
Well done boys - a bril¬ 
liant performance, the 
best of the season so far. 

GJ 

We welcome 
your sports news 
- email us at: 

gemeditorial 

@tindlenews 

.co.uk 


Jack 

chosen 

for 

youth 



Jack Haines 
of Bonvilston 
JACK HAINES of 
Bonvilston has been 
selected by the 
Welsh Crawshays 
Youth to play 
against Monmouth 
School on December 
13. 

Jack is a former 
Cowbridge RFC player 
and now attends 
Millfield School, in 
Somerset 


‘Corntown Express’ 
helps the Cowbridge 
under-14s to win 


THE Cowbridge under-14s 
kept up their winning ways 
with a sound away win at 
Pentyrch RFC against a very 
good side that always provides 
a close game. 

The pitch was in excellent condi¬ 
tion, but both teams faced a bitter 
swirling wind which did not stop 
some excellent enterprising rugby 
being played. 

Cowbridge were under pressure 
in their own 22 for the opening 
minutes of the game but were not 
prepared to concede any points. 

However, the pack turned over 
some loose ball to get the 
Cowbridge backs away, with Tom 
Lucas scoring the first try ably con¬ 
verted by Matt Harper. 

This was rapidly followed up by 
a brace of tries by the Corntown 
Express, Nathan Robson, whose try 
scoring record for the team is out¬ 
standing, plus tries by the ever 
present Joe Davies and Frazz 
McGann - three of which were con¬ 
verted by Matt Harper. 

Pentyrch scored a fine break¬ 
away try to make the half time 
score a comfortable 33-5 lead for 
Cowbridge. 

The Cowbridge pack were 


incredibly strong in the second half 
with the front row of George 
Thomas, Tom Evans and Jac 
Davies winning most scrummage 
ball and the back row of Ben 
Evans, Joe Davies, Luke John and 
Fraz McGhan rampaging around 
the field, not allowing the Pentyrch 
side any time on the ball. 

Further tries were scored by 
Fraz McGhan, Matt Harper, Ben 
Jones and Eugene Richards (with a 
pair) for a final score of 64-5 to 
Cowbridge. 

Coaches Dan Williams and Ed 
Lucas were delighted with the over¬ 
all performance and would like to 
thank Pentyrch RFC for their usual 
level of excellent hospitality. 

Team: George Thomas, Tom 
Evans, Jac Davies, Fraser McGhan, 
Joe Davies, Ed Couzens, Luke John, 
Ben Jones, Tom Lucas, Matt Harper, 
Ashford Thomas, Hywel Williams, 
Rian Thomas, Nathan Robson, 
Eugene Richards, Gabe Newham, 
Josh Brace, Pete Anderson, Jack 
Anderson. GD 































